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Mitchell on Stand for 3 Hours; Says He 'Would Like to Know' 
Who Kept  Pressing for Spying  

TULLY AND FREELY' 
APR 	21 1973 

He Tells Grand Jurors 
He Never Approved 

Campaign Bugging 

edge having heard discussion 
of bugging •activity. He replied 
only that it "involves a large 
number of subject matters that 
are being investigated by the 
grand jury" 

Remains in Jnry Room 
Mr. Mitchell, a former law 

partner of President Nixon's 
who served as manager of the 
Nixon campaign until abOut 
two weeks after the Watergate 
break-in was discovered, said 
he testified today "fully and 
freely and openly." 

His attorney, William G. 
Hundley • of Washington, said 
Mr. Mitchell had not invoked 
his Fifth Amendment rights 
against self-incrimination dur-
ing the session and had not 
left the grand , jury room to 
consult with him. 

Mr. Mitchell was subpoenaed 
to come before the 23-member 
]panel here after reports that 
1Mr. Magruder had told the au-
I thorines that the bugging of the 
Democratic National Commit-
tee headquarters was approved 
by the former Attorney General 
and by John W. Dean 3d, coun-
sel to the President. 

Mr. Magruder was expected 
to testify before the grand jury, 
but he has not been seen in the 
courtroom. The former Cam-
paign official and Presidtial 
aide has been absent fro:MIAs 
home. 

He was encountered on a 
Washington street today by a 
reporter who described him as 
"agitated" and "very tense." 
Continued From Page 1, Col. S' 

He was said to have hurried 
away with his lips trembling 
when asked a question. fAr A■ Piz 

In addition to telling federal 
prosecutors in a meeting Satur-
day that Mr. Mitchell and Mr. 
Dean had authorized the bug-
ging, Mr. Magruder was report-
ed to have said the two officials 
had arranged "hush money" for 
the convicted conspirators. 

Mr. Mitchell had conceded in 
private conversations that he 
met with Mr. Magruder, and 
Liddy at his office in the Jus-
tice Department on Jan. 24 and 
Feb. 4, and again in March, 
after he left the department. 

The former Attorney Gen-
eral—he held the Cabinet post 
until March 1, 1972—told re-
porters after his grand jury,ap-
pearance today that bagging 
proposals had been met with 
"an absolute, final disapproval" 
from him. 

qThe chief counsel of the 
Senate committee, Samuel Dash, 
met lasit night with the princi-
pal aistant United States at-

: torneyo. Earl J. Silbert, to dis-
cuss the Watergate investiga-
tion. No details of the meeting 
were disclosed. 

cThe Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation is trying to discover 
the source of leaks of grand 
jury testimony in the Water-
gate case to Jack Anderson, the 
columnist. Mr. Anderson has 
quoted from the secret tran-

' scripts in several columns this 
week, 

fiChief Judge Jo4n. J. Sirica 
of the United 	District 
Court denied "without preju-
dice" a motion dealing with 
grand jury testimony by a 
Washington lawyer, Peter H. 
Wolf. 

Asks Ruling on Disclosure 
Mr. Wolf wants the judge to 

rule on whether the lawyer can 
be forced to disclose the name 
of .a client who, he said yester-
day hid about eight cartons of 
documents dealing with the 
Watergate affair and Republi-

' can finances. 
The documents were removed 

• from the White House complex 
a day after the Watergate 
break-in, Mr. Wolf said his 
client had informed him, and 
were returned to the re-election 
committee shortly before last 
year's election. 

Judge Sirica ruled in effect 
that he would wait until Mr. 
Wolf is called before the grand 
jury next Tuesday, is asked to 
name the client, and refuses. 
The lawyer would then be 
brought before the judge for a 
decision. 

Mr. Mitchell, who came here 
from New York yesterday, ar- rived at Mr. Silbert's offices 
shortly after 9 A.M. today and was there for nearly two hours 
before entering the grand jury 
room at about 11 A.M. 

In an interview with Ameri-
can Broadcasting Company news 
this morning, he referred to the 
three meetings with Mr. Ma-
gruder, denied his former dep- 
uty's reported version of .them, 

-•and said the talks had been in 
"s much wider context." 

"You know it was an entire 
intelligence gathering program 
that was considered at the dif- 
.ferent times, and of course the 
,electronic surveillance was 
turned down and turned down 
and that was disposed of," Mr. 
Mitchell said. 

He later told several report-
ers that The New York Times 
report of his knowledge of the 
bugging reports was true so far 
as he knew. 

"But I want to add the plans 
were not just to bug some-, 
body," he told a reporter for 
Columbia Broadcasting System 
news. "They were for more de-
tailed intelligence. We were not 
there just to talk about bug-
ging." 

Told of Fund to Segretti 
When Mr. Mitchell's testi-

mony was interrupted for lunch, 
Mr. Hundley emerged to explain 
that there was "a general in-
telligence plan that I suppose 
all political parties may have 
in any campaign. 

"He [Mr. Mitchell] is a 
sophisticated man," his lawyer 
went on. "When he saw it in-
cluded some bugging, he cut it 

NYITITVOLTER RUGABER 
Spepial to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, April 20 -
Former Attorney General John 
N. Mitchell appeared before a 
Federal grand jury today and 
said afterward that plans to 
spy on the Democrats were 
pressed upon him repeatedly , 
last year. 

"I have heard discussions of 
such things [on eavesdropping 
activity]," Mr. Mitchell told re- 
Transcript of Mitchell news 

conference is on Page 12. 

porters. "They'•(re always been 
cut off at all times, and I would 
like to know who it was that 
kept bringing them back and 
back and back." 

Mr. Mitchell confirmed in 
*substance a report in today's 
New York Times quoting him 
as telling friends that he had 
met on three occasions early 
last year with two officials of 
the Committee for the Re-elec-
tion of the President. 

Says He Rejected Them 
Jeb Stuart Magruder, then 

deputy director of Mr. Nixon's 
political organization, and G. 
Gordon Liddy, one of seven 
men convicted in the Watergate 
plot, were said to have pro-
posed bugging the Democrats. 
Mr. Mitchell said he had turned 
them down. 

The former Attorney General 
seemed to suggest in his re- 
mark today that he suspected 
that someone else had ordered 
the two men to return with the 

.eavesdropping proposals despite 
his asserted resistance to them. 
'Mr. Mitchell, who spent 
nearly three hours testifying be- 
fore the grand jury, said upon 
leaving the United States Court 
House here that he had "never 
approved any bugging plans 

!during any period during " the 
campaign." 

He was asked why he had 
waited until now to acknowl- 

But his present position has 
raised questions about his pub-
lic silence on time proposals 
and about the impression he had 
created earlier that he was to-
tally ignorant of the Watergate 
affair. 

Mr. Hundley said today that 
he was confident the Govern-
ment would conclude that Mr. 
Mitchell. was guilty of "no 
criminal violations." In answer 
to a question, he specifically 
said he did not believe Mr. 
Mitchttll had committed perjury. 

Nixon Lawyer There 
Other developments in the 

Spreading scandal included the 
following: 

glerhert W. Kalmbach, Pres-
ident lslixon's personal attorney, 
appeared at the courthouse for 
the second consecutive day. It 
was assumed that he ;testified 
before the grand jury, bat he 
would not confirm this. 

qJames W. McCord Jr, 
convicted conspirator now'said 
to be cooperating with ../the 
grand jury and a Senate in-
vestigating committee, filed a 

	

$1.5 - million civil 	lawsuit against the re-election commit- • tee arid-`three of its officials. 

	

tiPresident Nixon 	this 
. afternoon for an Easter holiday 

at his villa on Key Biscayne, 
Fla., and the only assistant 
making the trip was Ronald L. 
Ziegler;'' the White House press secretary. 

off. He stopped it." 
Mr. Kalmbach, a California 

lawyer- who has handled Atari-
, ous 'matters for the President, 
was accompanied by two law-
yers !,,vhen he arrived at Mr. 
Silbert's offices. 

To questions such as whether 
he had testified and whether 
he was there on his own be-
half or as a representative of 
Mr. Nixon, he replied, "No 
comment." 

He told the F.B.I. last year 
lie. had paid between $30,- 

000 and $40,000 to Donald H. 
Segretti. Mr. Segretti was. re-
ported to have been hired by 
Dwight L. Chapin and Gordon 

Strachan, former White 

House aides, to disrupt Demo-' 
4ratic campaigns. 

Before Mr. Iguldliaoh left, 
David I. Shapiro,ifillw partner 
of Charles W. Colson, former 

special counsel to the Presi-
dent, arrived at' Mr. Silbert's 
offices. Mr. Shapiro also had, 
no comment on the reason for 
his appearance. 

McCord's $1.5-million lawsuit I 
was a counterclaim to an action! 
by the Democratic National 

Committee against him, the re-
election committee and other 
defendants that arose from the 
Watergate break-in. 

McCord asserted that "all 
acts and duties" required of 
him as security coordinator for 
the re-election committee had  

been "previously approved arid 
tined by the highest rank-
officials" of the Nixon unit. 

The McCord claim alleged 
that the convicted Watergate 
conspirator has suffered-  "se-
vere physical, mental, and emo-
tional strain and has suffered 

intense mental anguish" as a re-
sult of the defendants' actions. 

McCord named the re-election 
committee, its finance arm, Mr. 
Magruder, Liddy and E. How-
ard Hunt Jr. 



 

 

 

Associated Press 
Herbert W. Kalmbach, the 
President's personal attor-
ney, entering the Federal 
Courthouse in Washington 

yesterday. 

 

The New York Times/Mike Lien 

Former Attorney General John N. Mitchell replying to reporters' questions during the short walk to his car yesterday after he appeared before grand jury in Washington. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


