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Mitchell Now Says He Heard Bugging Plot at Three lMeetings in 1972, But Rejected It

No New Backing Given
Mr. Dean’s stock began to

DEAN IS REBUKED
L TERIT 97
Zlegter Disputes His
Statement on Trying
toFind Scapegoat

NYTW o

President’s statement, wHen
er&‘ Ziegler refused to repeat
earﬁfer expressions of Mr. Nix-
oms support for the counsel
Furthermore, the President had
made it clear that Mr. Dean
was involved in neither the
latest investigation of the case
N nor in negotiations with the.
By R W. APPLE Jr.'" i qonote committee over new
Spectauo’l'heNewYo:rk Tlmes@‘ ; ,ground rules.
WASHINGTON, April 1§ — !
The \ilhxte House Zb;ndoned - In response to a barrage i)f
today all show of sftpport fu‘rther questions today, t“é[r
for the embattled Presidential Zie8ler egpresse«;ll Ll
counsel, John W. Dean 3d, who Slag;ifoidl:ml)?ai heen Hirad?
has bekn accused of complicity No, Had he resigned? No. Was

in the }Vatergate case. he in his office today? Yes.|,

Mrm? can, z3i—3&ea&olq lawr- o ien . had the President last
T A0 Condueted the JIves- | gl.g e My, Dean on the

. i ) Ty -
tigation on which President phone? I don’t know. O

Nixor based his original denials
3 + ; Mr. was
of White House involvement in | At 0P 01nt,_] ergler

drop. immediately after -the asked"just what Mr. Dean was|

the break-in, issued a state- |Continued on Page 16, Column 3

_ment this morning declaring
that . nb one would succeed in
making him “a scapegoat.”

Mr. Dean, heretofore consid-
ered one of ‘‘the stanchest
“team players” in the Adminis-
tration, bypassed the , White
House,. chain of command in
issuing the statement, :notify-
ing neither Mr. Nixon ndr the
press office in advance. Ifistead,
his secretary, her voice Zt:rem—
bling, phoned it to newspaper
offices, . b

Ziggler Rebukes Dean

Ronald L. Zlegler the White
House ‘press ”’Sﬁcretary ap-
peared | for th&"regular morn-
ing ‘flews briefing about -an
‘hour;;later and reiterated his
|sté.temer§t of yesterday thHat he
E:voulq answer no questxons

Py P

avhateve

epxsode

Then, in response to the first
questwn ‘he rebuked Mr. Dean,
declaring® that Mr. Nixon's
statgment on Tuesday “made it
quifgs clear that the prnxcess
now=under way is not ong to
find scapeaoats but one tc get
at the truth.” %

In a major reversal of his|.
prevmus position, Mr. Nixon
said on Tuesday that he would
permit his aides to testlfy be-
fore a Senate committee in-
vestigating the bugging of
Democratic National Commit-
tee headquarters last June and
that he had ordered that no
major-—-Administration 6fficial
be given immunity from prose-
! cution.

[ Continued From Page 1, Col. 4 dehvered directly to Mr. Nixon|
————— - jor throughan intermediary. ‘
_ Named by Magruder
doing these days. | Mr. Dean was named Dy Jeb'
He’s in his office,” he re- IStuart  Magruder y !
plied: “I don’t know what he’s lversatlons with

domg Attending to business, II prosecutors on Satmday as one
assuthe’s — here he chuckledof the participants in a meeting
audiblyi— “business of some|in February, 1972, in which the
sort” § Watergate buggmg and A
i tical espionage campalvnkwere
planned.

Early tihs week, Mr Dean

}

Finaljy, he was ‘asked whether
Mr. D was still a function-
ing ember of the staff,
whethgrshe was still trusted, hired a new lawyer, Robert C.;
whethgr ke was still given re-'McCandless, an Oklahoma Dem-
'sponsible tasks, Mr. Ziegler re-jocrat who ran Senator Hubert
'plied that he could say only|H. Humphrey's field organiza-
that Mr. Dean had not resigned |tion in the 1968 Presidential
or been dismissed. campaigln. Mr. Dee(tin axgi Mbr.

s McCandless married, and sub-
‘_olated Cut Off? sequently divorced, daughters

Another White House staff|of the late Senator Thomés C.
member said, “John has been|Hennings of Missouri, but re-
1solated cut off » mained close.

The mood at the White| Mr. Dean has told friends in
House, insofar as it could be|the last two days that he is
established from the few junior ready to implicate other White
aides WIHIHU to tallx was one|House aides in testimony: to
of apprehenswn One aide said the grand jury, and his refer-
he was trying to work, “but|ence in his statement to his
determination to avoid being a
scapegoat bore this out.

i One friend acknowledged: to-;
day that Mr. Deanlgsstatus was;
awkeward: * ‘but ‘gammented,
“He's: still conusel toithe Presi-
dent:*They haven’t taken away
]us desk or anything.” i

. Dean’s statement in’full]
was as follows: i

“To date I have refrained
from making any public com-
ment whatsoever about the

most people seem to be running
around in a state of panic.”

Mr. Ziegler was good-natured
and even
bR U,

during the briefing,

seemed the £ SIeS

when he “hisspoke” hifnself, to
use his phrase, three times in
a single sentence when discus-
sing Mr. Nixon's conference
with a group of Jewish leaders.

Asked why Mr. Dean had
been treated as he had, one
Administration official, not in
the White House, suggested Watergate case. I shall con-
that the Nixon inner circle felt/tinue that policy in the future
betrayed by what he called Mr.|because I believe that the case
Dean’s “inadequate” initial in-|Will be fully and justly handled
vestigation, conducted last sum-{Py the grand jury and by the
mer. - IErvin select committee.

Mr. Ziegler confirmed today, “It is my hope, however, that
that Mr. Dean had never sub-Ithose truly interested in seeing
mitted a written wreport.  Hethat the Watergate case is com-
said that®he did ‘not" I\now,pletelv aired .and that justice
whether the oral report was'will be done’ will be careful |

in drawing an conclusions as
to the guilt or involvement of
any persons until all the facts
are known and until each per-
son has had an opportunity: to
itestify under oath in hxs own
‘behalf
“Finaly, some may hope or
think that I will become a
scapegoat in the Watergate
case. Anyone who believes this
doesynot know. me, know:-the!
|true facts, nor understand our
"system of justice.” :
= Mr. Ziegler could shed ‘no
light :on who the “some” ‘to
whom Mr. Dean referred might
be. Mr. Dean was unavaxlable.;




Senator Lowell P, Weicker

Jr. tells of discovery that

locked cabinet in his of-
fice was opened..

Associated Press
Bill Wigkens, aide to Mr. Weicker, shows the cabinet
that was found opened, Mr. Weicker, a member of panel
investigating the Watergate case, could not be certain
immediately whether papers on the inquiry were missing.




