JOHN GARDNER
The pressing ‘on -

Tl Settie Suit on Waterga
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B '.Former Attorney " General

"John' N. Mitchell madq an ef-

fort earlier this month to per-

- ,suade Democratic officials -to

drop’ their lawsuit over the

' Watergate break-in of party
headquarters.

Democratic National Chalr-

- man Robert S. Strauss yester-

. day confirmed Mitchell’s entry

. into the negotiations "which

" have:been aimed at an out-of-|»

* . court settlement. of the Demo-

_ crats’ $6.4 million. complaint

.against the Committee to Re-

. -Elect the President. As former

_head of the committee, Mit-

By George Lardner Jr and: Jules W:tcover
& i Wuahintton Post Staff Writers :

‘House .last weekend while g

gate

fendants in the suit . for dam-
ages. . : R

“We are not in aceord,”
Strauss said yesterday, ““but
we have talked fboth i in person
and on the t ne within
the last couple™d ks

.The Democratd,c chairman,
however, said he had not had
any conveérsations with Mitch.
ell during the past week.|

_wwra

AVJ.IL(JH:II \‘VHU was al- lllc Wnlle

campaign deputy was report-
edly incriminating him in‘inter-
views with federal * prosecu-

. chell is listed 'as.one of the de-

" See SETTLE, A21‘, Col. T -

IStrauss, meanwhile, has been

1ment of that lawsuit. He reit-
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tors could not be. reached for
comment. .

"The Republicans have’ re-
bortedly ‘offered $525,000 .for
settlement of the suit; inciud-
ing '$25,000 for former Dembo-
cratic National CBr'nmittee of-
ficjal Spencer_'Ohver, ‘'whose
teiephone was tapped. Strauss:
.confirmed - this 'as a “rather
precise, sbut not exactly” cor-
rect description of one-gf ‘the
proposals that have been made.
The presidential re-eléction
committee’s -attempts  to se-.
cure .out-of-court settlements|

of civil lawsuits touching on
the Watergate break-in and its

i possible financing appeared to'

be erumbling in any event.

“In a second suit; officials of
Common Cause, which ‘is de-
manding disclosure of the
Nixon = campaign’s contrib-
utions and expenditures - last
spring, said they intend to
press their case. despite an ef-
fort by the President’s 1972 fi-
nance - chairman, Maurice
Stans, to secure settlement. . 1

John: Gardner said after a
meeting © with  Stans  yester-
day “afternoon 'that- Stans.in-
sisted on keeping secret.the
names of big contributors who
wish to remain anonymous. -
Democratic- = . Chairman

facing stiff resistance  from
state Democratic Party chair-
men to an out-of-court settle-

erated yesterday during an’ Ap-.

pearance at the National Press
IClub that he would not want

Common Cause Chairman |

to “impair’in any way” a fnll

“tand complete disclosure of rhe
Watergate scandal.

Oliver, who was fired by
Strauss last week a$ executive
director of the Democratic
State Chairmen’s- Association,
is known to be opposed to a
*Inegotiated settlement. He had
no immediate comment, but
said-through a.spokesman that
he would hold a press confer-
_lence at 2 p-m. today.

Strauss told newsmen at the
Press Club, however, that Oli-
ver’s dismissal “had absolutely
nothing to do with the Water-
gate whatsoever.” 'He “said he
-|simply “wanted to rebuild a
-|staff of my own. that I-could |
‘work * w1th and “have confi
dence’in’

’\Iassachusetts Democratlc
Chairman Charles Flaherty,
one of those present at a meet-
ing last week when Strauss de-
~-{manded " Oliver’s . dismissal}
‘|said he had no qiarrel with
Strauss’ desire -for a .loyal
staff. But - he predicted that
most state Democratic chair-
—|.men;having-lost-their-fight-to
" | keep Oliver, would vigorously:
oppose any ‘effort to drop the
lawsuit. -

“We have a responsxblmy to
make sure ,that every last fact
and_figure .involved in the
| Watergate case be paraded be-
‘fore the f.-\merican people,”
-|Flaherty said. “To cooperate
m an’ attempt to negate that
is. to me, beyond belief.” -

- Both - Strauss and former
Democratic  Party Chairman
-| Lawrence F. O’Brien, who ini-
tiated..the lawsuit last June,
were believed to be amenable
T a—settlement=of-th
‘|which alleges that O’Brien’s
¢ivil rights, and those of Dem-
ocratic offxcxals g,enerally,
Twere violated.” i

“It really depends on the
- conﬁdencmpeople—have_ln the

.
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facts ultimately seeing. ihe s "

light of day,” DNC general*.
counsel. Sheldon S. Cohen said‘”
<yesterday of the fears of somt}
Democrats that - the Senate‘g, ;
Watergate- ‘investigation will~
'mot” be thorough “enough; Co-" -
hen, who has hdd talks. with" -
Republican lawyers about B
possible settlement, $aid He*ig\S
proceeding for .now on the~ass o
sumption that the civil suil:’
will come to trial. "y
Speaking  for : Common g,
Cause, Gardner told reporters.’:
that nothing less than com-:..
plete disclosure. of the Nixon::,
campaign’s ' financing and
spending could resolve that, . -
litigation thhout a full-dress # .
trial. : v
Stans said it was,- Gardner’s-.-
attitude on that: score that:~-
made yesterday’s = meeting...
with the Common Cause chair-::
man. and his'attorneys.frult-
less. . LN
- The . Finance Committee w,
Re-Elect ‘the -President, which::
Common’ Cause is suing, "“is
not Seeking to preserve any--
thing for itself,” Stans insisted i
‘afterward.
He_ said his commxttee was s, .
only trying to defend “the con<:..
stitutional right” of Nixon -
campaign .contributors during~--
the period in question-—from=:
last March 10 to April 7, when
a ‘new campaign financing dig-'"
closure went into effect. (e
Declaring that - there wa§~ " -
no federal law requiring dis-' "~
closure during . that penod" LI
Stans said the finance com- - %
mittee was prepared to tak&is . .
the issue to the U.S.-Suprem
Court " if necessary. “Thosé*
contributors have rights whicH7 v
we’re . not prepared to gNe’rw -

away,” Stans said. ' « )
Common_ Cause lawyer,'“‘
Mitchell  Rogovin' - derided

‘that notion and charged that'>"~
/Stans and the finance commit- Ny
tee had themselves aban

1

,doned it last fall “to sweep -—-—

ithis (suit) under the nig""
‘until after the presndentlaf e
.election. -

Rogovin was alluding to" an
agreement regched shartl,v1 F
before the .election under’
which Common’ Cause agreeg]. *
to postpone the suit in ret nrm
for disclosure of Nixon cam:
paign ..contributors between. "
Jan. 1, 1971, and March 10‘
1972, the date of :the last ré.. "
port required under the old, . v
Corrupt Practices Act. Ro-
govin said Common Cause’ stﬂJ,,
has ‘not been' supplied with aJl.”
the details promised in that_
agreement, ion
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N By Arghur Ellls—'l‘he Washington Post
Democrauc National. Chairman Robert »Strausg.(seated

and. GOP-National- Chafrman— George Bush in a joint*

appearance be!ore members of the Natlonal Press Club.

'to be “commended” for his BET

Asked to comment about,,
President Nixon’s - announce;,
ment of “major developments""
coming.in the Watergate. case, S
Stans .said: -“Well, they cer-_
tainly don’t involve me . . s
.I'm not involved in the Water’“
‘gate.” .He said Mr. Nixon. was’

forts "which - . “certainly . aré
aimed at-getting at the truth,‘;
and. getting at the responslbl -
people.”

Just as he ‘was- preparlng té’
drive off with his attomeys,
Stans was then asked whether -,
he had approved;the disburse-,“- ;
ment of $1989,000 to Watergate W
conspirator G. Gordon Liddy
as aneged during ledyu re-

cen
W.. :Sloan, the Nixon cam-

p'.nnn h-naenm'- at OHn nms

of -the. Watergate break-in.»» e
~—Thar's—an insulting ques‘-c": ?
tion,” Stans replied, "and the“‘ K
answer-is no.” - .




