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WASHINGTON, April I7—Following is the text• of 
President Nixon's announcement today concerning the 
Watergate investigation: 

I have two announcements,;  
to make. Because of their 
technical nature, I shall read 
both of the,..nrinouncements':*, 
to the members of the pre* 
corps. 

The first announcement: 
relates to the appearance of' 
White House people before' 
the Senate Select Committk9, 
better known as the Erin 
Committee. 

For several weeks, Senator 
Ervin and Senator Baker and 
their counsel have been "in 
contact with White Hffse 
representatives John Ehrlich-
man and "Leonard Garment. 
They hive been talking about 
ground rules which would 
preserve the separation of 
power withont suppretsing 
the fact. 

I believe now an agreement 
has been reached which is 
satisfattory to both sides. 
The committee ground rules 
as adopted totally preserve 
the doetrine of separation of 
powers. They provide that 
the appearance by a witness 
may, in the first instance, be 
in executive session, if ap-
propriate. 

Expressly-  Reserved 

Secoria, executive privilkge 
is expressly reserved and may 
be asserted during the course 
of the 'questioning as to ,,-apy 
questiow. 

Nowemuch has been made 
of the' issue as'' to whe ter 
the prooeedings could be tele- 
vised. To me, this has never 
been a central issue, especial- 
ly if the' separation of powers 
problem4is otherwise solved, 
as I now think it is. 

All members a the We 
House staff will ,appear v -  
untarily when requested' by 
the committee. They will s 
tify under oath and they '11 
answer -fully all proper q es-
lions. 

I should point out that this 
arrangement is one that 
ers th4saring only in, w 
wrongdffig has been cha 
This lilaskarrangement, of 
co 	,-would not apply, to 
otI Bearings. Each of them 

willwporifonsidered on its 
merits 

My sedonnaicement 
concerns the Watergate-Case 
directly. 

Catarch 21, as a result 
of Alious charges which 
caraf:-tb my attention, some 
of ^ithFch were publiclyrie-
ported, I began „intensive 
new inquiries Into 	whole 
matter.  

Last Sund# afternoon, 
the  Attorney General, Assist-
ant_uirtlurney - General Pder-

..sen and I met at length in 
the E.O.B. [Executive Office 
Building] to review the feat' 
which had come to me in 
my investigation and also to 
review the progress of the.  
Department of Justice Iniief 
tigation. 

Major Developments 
I can report today that 

there have been major deveL% 
opments in the case concei  
ing which it would be im 
proper to be more specifia 
no v, except to say that real 
pr gress has been mad& in 
fi ing the truth. 

any person in the execu-
tive branch or in the Govern- 

t is indicted by the grand 
juv, my policy will be to im- 
mediately suspend him. If he 
is convicted, he will, of 
course, be automatically dis-
ch ged. 

have expressed to 	p- 
riate authorities my w 
no individual hol. • in 

the past or at present 
tion of major ifnpor =6 e in 
the Administration shOuld be 

given immunityAgrn prose-
c4fon. t A  . . 	

i The judicial process is 
m 
an I shall aid it in all _ap-
t ing ahead as it' should; 

oTriate ways and have so 
informed the appropriate au-
thdrities.  

As I have said before and 
I Have said throughout this 
en e matter, all Government 

loyes and especially 
ite House, staff employes 
expected' fully to cooper-

ate in this matter. I condemn 
any attempts to cover up in 
this case, t.no matter who is 
involved. 

en 


