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NIXON REPORTS 'MAJOR' FINDINGS 
IN WATERGATE INQUIRY HE MADE; 

NEW INDICTMENTS ARE EXPECTED 

1973 

President to Let White 
House Aides Testi 

Before Senators' 
NYTims 	 

By R. W. APPLE Jr. I 
if Special to The. New York Times I  

WASHINGTON, April 17— 
President Nixon announced.' o-
day,that "inajor developm s" 
had come to light in the WA er-
'gate case as a result of a new 
investigation that he hinlelf 
had conducted.  

Appearin" before a hurribtily 
stirlimoned, gathering of 
mmtetwpisApros  corps, 
-Nixon read tWO announce is 
$nttimising limiferd testi y 
from 	aides before a Se toi 
investigating committee an s-
serting that "real progress" ad' 
been made in getting to the 
bottom of the case. 

The President, who answ ed 
no questions, took the unu al! 
step of raising the prospec f 
indictments. He said he w 
suspend any Government 
ploye indicted in connec n 
with the Watergate episode nd 
discharge immediately an one 
who was convicted. 

No Immunity 

"No individual holding, i 
past Or at present, a posi on 
of major importance in the 
minisration should be ven 
immuliity from prosecution, he 
said. "I condemn any attempt,  
to cover up in this case, no 
matteigvkho is involved." 

A few moments aftemethe 
President's dramatic ap 
ance, Ronald L. Ziegler, 
White House press secret 
declared that Mr. Nixon's pst 
statements denying any invol 
meet by White House st f 
members were now "Mop 
tive." 

Early tonight,. Governm t 
sources said that further ind 
mentsrould be issued withi 
weekniut Earl J. Silbert, e 
principal United States At 
ney prosecuting the case, 
dined, to comment. 

No Comment on Dean 
a 

,.;)Mr. Zit 	specifically 
fused tb rep his comment 
March 24 in hichlhe said 
the Preside retlaiAect full con- 

RED 
fidence in his counsel, John W. 
Dean 3(1: 

Mr. Dean had conducted an 
investigation on the `basis of 
whidinhe President asserted at 
a neWs conference last Aug. 29 
that hi could "say categorically 
that no one in the White House 
staff, no one in this Adminis-
tration, presently employed, 
was involved in this very bi-
zarre incident." 

Mr. Nixon and his spokesmen 
had clung to that position 
through the 1972 electoral 
campaign, through thousands 
of newspaper and televipion 
r orts questioning it and 

ough increasingly critical 
comments by officeholders of 
Both parties—until the Pres-
ident, calm and somber, ap-
peared in the west wing press 
ribom this afternoon with his 
st tements. 

Dean Not in Inquiry 

Mr. Nixon indicated, and the 
White House subsequently con-
firmed, that Mr. Dean had been 
involved neither in negotiations 
with the Senate Watergate'  
committee, headed by Senator! 
Sam J. Ervin Jr., Democrat of 
No 	Carolin a  nor in the in 
ves gation tht led to the ma-
jor nelw develOpment of whiCh 
the President spoke. 

Tv, together with Mr. Nix-
on's refusal to reiterate Presi-
dential support for the counsel, 
led White House sources to 
speculate that the grand jury's 
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attention might be centering on 
him. 

Administration sources said 
it did not appear that H. R. 
Haldeman, the White House 
chief of staff, who is usually 
considered Mr. Nixon's most 
important aide, was involved 
in the new developments. 

Mr. Haldeman is not known 
to have testified before the 
grand jury. Among those have 
done so are Mr. Dean, former 
Attorney General John N. 
Mitchell, Jeb S. Magruder, 
Dwight L. Chapin and Gordon 
C. Strachan — all of whom 
worked at the White House or 
at the Committee for the re-
election of the president at 
time of the Watergate burgl 

Retreat From March 
The President, who said at a 

news conference on Morelli 15 
that no member-, of 'his taff 
would be permitted to testify 
before Senator Ervin's com- 

id 

Imittee, retreated somewhat 
from that posture today. 

In March, he said flatly, 
"Members of the White House 
still will not appear before a 
committee of Congress in any 
formal session." Today, how-
ever, he said "all members of 
the White House staff will ap-
pear voluntarily"—but under 
certain restrictions. 

As indicated by the PreSi-
dent, the committee meetings 
will be formal, but they may 
be "in the first instance"',In 
executive session—that is, in 
secret—"if appropriate." Fur-
ther, as he stated things, staff 
members may reassert execu-
tive privilege "as to any qftes-
tion" during the meetings. 
, Thus it appeared that if there 
Were any conflict it would 
ome when specific questions 
hat the White House did not 
ish to answer were asked. 
Mr. Nixon said that he 

thought an agreement had been 
reached which was satisfactory 
to him and to the committee 
because it contained "ground 
rules which would preserve the 
separation of powers without 
suppressing the facts." 

However, there were ambig-
uities in the President's state-
ment. He said that witiceeses 
might appear in executive ses-
sion "in the first instance"— 
but he did not ly that testi- 
rawly would then beo.repeated 
in open session, or who would 
decide whether it could. 

He also said that staff' mem-
bers "will answer fully all prop-
er questions"—but he did-  not 
reconcile that with the reserved 
right to executive privilege, 
nor did he say who would de-
cide which questions' ' were 
proper and which not. 

Furthermore, a spokesman 
for Senator Lowell P. Weicker 
Jr., the Connecticut Republican 
who has sharply criticized ,Mr. 
Nixon's handling of the Water-
gate episode, said the Presi- 
dent's statement was in accord 
only with an initial set of guide-
lines approved by the commit-
tee yesterday. 

Later, the spokesman said, 
the gdidelines were revised to 
exclucie the postlity. of exec-
utive torivilege he spokesman 
itserted-  that 	r. Weicker 
would not accept executive ses-I 
si 	,is a member of the 
co ra 

Neither Mr. Ervin nor Sen-
ator, 'Howard H. Baker Jr. of 
Tennessee, the committee's 
ranking Republican, was im-
mediately available for clarifi-
cation. 

'Intensive New Inquiries'  
Mr. Nixon said at the outset. 

of this second statement—the 
one that ealt with the pos-
sibilitI Of indictments—that he 
had, begun gun "intensive new in-
quiries into the Watergate 
case on March 21 as tile result 
of "serious charges which came, 
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to my attention, some of which' 
were publicly reporteA." 

Mr. "Yiegler Ilivemo specific 
information as to what charges 
the President referred to, but 	, 
he suggested  that  Mr Nixon V 
might have been talking about 
discrbfbres made by James W. 
McCord Jr. 

McCord.. one of those con-' 
victel ii 	br a,,k-in at the 

t iial 143011unit- 
tee eadquarters in the Water- 
gate building on June 	--- 
exactly 10 months ago t y—
wrote on March 19 a ter to 
Federal Judge John J. 'Sirica, 
who had presided oventhe trial'  
of the Watergate,  conspirators. 

McCord' said in the letter, 
which was delivered-on March 
21 and made public two' days 
later, that he had additional 
information on the case. He 
has since 'Eiven testimony, 
much of it based on hearsay 
to both the grand jury and the 
special Senate cbinmittee. 

His charges have led to a*re-
vival of interest in the case. 

Congressional sources report-
ed, horever, that M. Nixon 
had swung into action alter L. 
Patrick Gray 3d, who was at 
that time the President's,,nomi-
nee for clieecto. r of the.Federal 
Bureau of I

,
tivestigatini; testi-

fied on March 22 before the 
S n te Judiciary Committee. 

'bia'y said ;WI that day 
Mr. Dean, the White House 

nsell.had "probably'!„lied to 
F.B.I. agehts investigating the 
case. Two weeks later, Mr. 
Nixon withdrew the nomitiation 
of Mr. Gray. 

The President,. Mr. Ziegler 
said today, had'taken personal 
command of the new investiga-
tion. Ile said that Henry E. 
Petersen, Assistant Attorney 
General in charge of the Crim-
inal Dittision, had carried out 
much of the inquiry along with 
several of his associates. 

At pout the same time, two 
White House staff members 
who have never been accused 
of involvement with the Water-
gate case, John D. Ehrlichman 
and Leonard Garment, began 
negotiations with Senators 
Ervin and Baker and their 
aide 

According to 'a senior White 
Hou,se official, strategyy meet-
ings, in which Mr. Haldeman 
was involve ck were held last 
Thursda3earld'Friday, On Satur-
day, former Attorneyy General 
John N. Mitchell, who for a 
ti managed Mr. Nixon's 1972 
ca aign, paid an unannounced 
visit to the White House. 

Tells of Michell Talk 
After three days of White 

House silence — including a 
news briefing this morning 
yarn Gerald L. Warren, the 
deputyy press secretary, turned 
aside about Water ate 
tiOns from and e.orters 
Mr. iegler 	e. tonight 
tha r. Mitchel ad come to 
t 	with Mr. 	ichman. 

	

Finally, on S 	y fternoon, 
in anothep unarnio ced meet- 
ing, Mr. Nixon co ).% erred in his 
hideaway office • the Execu- . 
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President Nixon talking to reporters at the White House yesterday about Watergate case 
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