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ErvinUnearths 198 Law He Says Enables Panelto

| By JAMES M. NAUGHTON - [0of
| Spechallo The New Yok Times -

Senator- Sam J. Ervin-Jr. has
found a 1928 law that he said

erations Committee -to obtain
in writing virtually any- infor-
|matidn it wants from_the Nixon
‘|Administration. . A

The discovery, made known
yesterday by aides to the Dem-

sharp contention in the Sen-
ate’s effort. to-question White
il : . .. |House aides  about--the -Water-

WASHINGTON, April 15 —|gate conspiracy. . == -

nificant factor in the clash be-
tween Congress and the White
House over secrecy.

< eside ma

the. United. States Code -would jto_
not__affect President .Nixon’'s

claim to an unlimited right to|mittees of Congress. )
withhold - witnesses from-com-| - But Section 2954 of Title 5
mittees of Congress, a m_a_tter,of the Federal Code, enacted in

ocratic™SenatQr _ifrom - North ate “hearing on ~Tuesday™ that

Carolina,_could_become—a-sig- there” were no_limitations that

could, be placed on executive
privilege, the unwritten doc-
itrine- of confldentiality under
The little-known -section cof |which Presidents have refused

supply_some_written- infor-
tion ‘on~witnesses to_com-

19285appears to compel the
executive branch to answer any
requests for documents if they;

< lare sought- by- the- committee|
"But it could be used to fogge
i the: White- House "to provide
empowers_his Government Op- documentary information--that
it has been-unwilling to make

available. . - :
fwr_-ﬁthfkkqﬁ'é?t:::?
- Attorney General Richard G.
Kleindienst testified at a Sen-

that Senator Ervin heads or its
counterpart in the House: The
section, in its entirety, reads as
follows:, ~. .- LT
“An -executive agency, on-re-
quest of "tHe  Committee__on
Government Operations of-the
House . of . Representatives or
any seven members thereof,. or
on-request:-of:the: Committee-on
Government- Operations- of- the
Senaté or any five members
thereof, shall submit any infor-
mation requested of it relating
to any matter within the juris-
diction—of the committee.”
~ The key-phrases-are those
asserting” that the "Administra-

tion .**shall® provide the. infor-
mation. and that the law per-

tains to anything in_the_ com-
mittee’s jurisdiction: P
In -legal. terms,. the- word
“shall”is ‘mandatory “and does
1ot give.any. room for disagree-
ment—unless. a court should
overturi the law, Furthermore,
the Senate Government Opera-
tions- Committee’s - jurisdiction
covers __practically - anything
that- the - executive: branch
might do. e <

“=“The-legal=jurisdictior= ob-the
committee . includes” “efficiency
and economy of “Operations of
all branches of the Govem-
ment, -including the possible
existence of fraud, misfea-
sance, malfeasance, collusion,
mismanageément;- incompetence,
corrupt or unethical practices,;
waste, extravagance, conflicts;

of .interest ‘and the improper'

"releaced . records;
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-...No_Previous Instance >~ (showing” that the President's
= Associates of Senator” Ervin gieéeggloq‘;f co?szmt;gé: paid; |
said that-they could not-find|$149,291 ~for 55 flights on| |
any indication that the law had|_residential. aircraft during the
Rt o i ety campaign, - the White; House| |
ever been used. ™ . |letuced to provide the -names| @
v}ghe,goﬁt .x‘_er:;ﬂf- Instance gf 0&-1 Passengers- and - details--of] last six years, S L
ite House refusal to provide|o er-campaign flights.~ "} "\ In 1o wriennsels o e B
written information  was dis-| The accounting~ office ~had whi%htg:nag? tgrr%;tei; m&
closed: to a:House- subcommit-{sought-. the. information-— to| recting; the - White Hopsa of.
tee_earlier- this month by Paullverify - that the ~Government fered to provide
C=Dembling;-the-general- coun- had%beex&reimbursedffox?any information=tha==
sel’to"the"Government Account-|political = trips=-by= the=Presi-l might- want- but-rot—perssnel ==
ing™ Office:” He"said" the" White'dent’s~ campaign=organization; testimony. Mr. Ervin refased to—=
House” would not allow. thelas required by-law. ...’ agree, on the g und that dpcge— ——
agency, an Investigative arm| Senator Ervin said last week ments _could %r: be crosvex- -
;of Congress, to-examine rec-|that the Judiciary ‘Subcommit-! amined. - T o
jords of military flights by Mr.{tee on Separation of- Powers But his associates said hs -
Nixon,-»-:met_nl_)ers—ipf‘» his family was- making- a—’detailed—survey was~determined;- as-z-generat—
and <~ Administration officials|of every instance since Jamuary,i principle, to insist o Coa-
durmg_ the 1372 Preﬁm_{egt{al 19‘64, in which documents O gress’s n'ght to docimments gs
campaign... ... .. "1 'witnesses were denied to Con.’ W I

» -




