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Watergate

A Blast by Republican Leader

Kleindienst's Executive Privilege

Washington

The chairman of the
House Republican Confer-
ence yesterday angrily de-
nounced Attorney Generat
Richard Kleindienst's
sweeping claims of execy-
tive privilege and urged
their immediate repudia-
tion by Congress. :

“The attorney general hag
literally thrown down the
gauntlet,” Representative

John B. Anderson (Rep-111.)
' T

told three Senate subeom-
mittees conducting joint
hearings on the controversy.
He charged that Klein-
dienst’s testimony in the

same forum Tuesday “bor-

ders on contempt for the es-
tablished law of the land.”

An unscheduled witness at
the hearings, Anderson said
he had not heen inclined be-
fore this to take an overly
restrictive view of executive
privilege but felt “com-
pelled” te speak up in the

face of Kleindienst’s asser-
tions.
CLAIM

Elaborating on the privi-
lege doctrine that President
Nixon enunciated Iast month
to cover his personal White
House staff, Kleindienst
maintained that the Presi-
dent has the right to prevent
any federal employee from

testifying hefore Congress, .

evenr in impeachment pro-
ceedings.
Touching on the Water-

gate case, the attorney gen-
eral said that alleged crimi-
nal violations were ‘“‘unique-
ly the province of the judi-
ciary” and that presidential
immunity from congression-
al testimony could even be
invoked for subordinates ac-
cused of wrongdoing.

Despite that
Senator Edward J. Gurney
(Rep-Fla.), who is also a
member of the Senate’s
Watergate Investigating
committee, said

assertion,

at ‘yester-

v Stand Denounced

day’s session, *“I think we’re
going to get all the witnesseg
we want to get” at the up-
coming' Watergate hearings.

SHOCK

Anderson voiced “utter
shock and dismay” at Klein-

dienst’s  testimony, and

said it left him wondering
whether “the chief lawyer of
the . government has ever
heard of the Freedom of In-
formation Act.”

Asked at a briefing if

the White House concurred
in the attorney general’s
definition of executive pow-
er, presidential press secre.
tary Ronald L. Ziegler said:
“He was expressing admin-
istration policy, yes.”

Ziegler said the adminis.
tration regulary provides
Congress with fmassive’
amounts of materials, “and
he said Kleifidienst ‘“pointed
out that we have apolicy of
being very forthcoming.”
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