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Washington Post Staff Writers

“James W. McCord Jr. has testified before a federal
grand jury that his principal superior in the Watergate
conspiracy told him that the transcripts of the wiretap-
ped conversations of Democratic Party officials were
hand-carried to former Attorney _General Jobm “N.j
Mitchell, according to reliable sources.

The sources reported that||in the General Acco’mting Of-
McCord also ~ t‘kestiﬁed " that|} fice, said t_hat an mves_tlg;atlc;p
his superior in the conspiracy,i|of the Nixon Camwzlgél,'cs ol
former White House aide G.||Tances will be expanded olnf
Gordon Liddy, told him that || clude an apparent violation. of|

Mitchell had ordered a “list of

Watergate

th;‘ tgstimony said yesterday: yesterday that
“If. those conversations were . 3 i
being retyped, it meant they Chapin and Segretti
had to be going somewhere; Were called X
Liddy certainly didn’t need to rand Segretti were called bt
haye them typed again for -fore the grand jury to estab-
himse¥f.” , lish that thev have no knowl-
Miss Harmony, who testified edge of illegal electronic sur-
before the Watergate- grand veillance.
jury in its original inquiry last  Before” yesterday’s .grand
vear, has been contacted by|jury session began, prosecu-
the Senate select committee . tors took unusual steps.to pre-
investigating the bugging of vent news reporters from “ob-
Democratic headquarters and! serving who was to appear be-
other political ‘espionage and i fore the panel. The prepara-
sabotage, and is expected to.!tions included moving the
be: recalled before the grand | grand jury.-to a different room,
jury.as well. raccessible from two entrances,
McCord also reportedly told .one of which is reachable
the grand jury that the Water- 'through a back elevator. '
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priorities” in establishing elec-
tronic eavesdropping opera-
tions against the Democrats.

McCord, according to the

sources, said the first priority
was to bug the Democratic Na-
tional Committee headquar-
ters at the Watergate, then
the campaign headquarters of
Sen. George S. McGovern and, |,
finally, rooms in the Fontaine-
bleaw Hotel in Miami to be
occupied by presidential can-:
didates and party officials at
the Democratic National Con-
vention.
» McCord, the former security
coordinator of the Committee
for the Re-election of the Presi-
dent, was reached by telephone
vesterday and confirmed the
sources’ account of his grand
jury testimony.

Mitchell, through a spokes-
man at the re-election commit-
tee, denied that he ever re-
ceived transcripts or logs of
wiretapped conversations, and
denied once more that he had
prior knowledge of any plans
for illegal electronic eaves-
dropping. !

In related developments
yesterday:

® Three principal figures in
an alleged campaign of politi-
cal espionage .and sabotage
conducted against the Demo-
crats appeared Dbefore: the
same grand jury as MeCord
yesterday. They are former
| presidential appointments sec-
retary Dwight L. Chapin, for-

i€r White House aide Gordon
‘Btrachan, and alleged political
saboteur Donald H. Segretti.

®Reliable investigative
sources said that Mitchell and
former Commerce Scretary
Maurice H. Stans, the chief
Nixon fund-wraiser, appeared’
earlier this month before a:
federal grand jury in New
York City investigating .a
$200,000 cash contribution to
the Nixon committee by Robert!
L. Vesco. Vesco is the central
figure in a Securities and Ex-
change Commission suit alleg-
ing that investors were swin-
dled out of $224 million.

oPhilip S. Highes, head of
the Federal Elections Office

not properly reported under
ters in Washington
that matter to the grand jury.

before the Senate’s select in-
vestigating = committee,
Cord’s grand: jury statements
‘about the alleged involvement !
in. wiretapping activities of!
presidential aides and advisers |
_was based on hearsay'—prima-,
rily in the form of what he 4
says he was told by Liddy.

an additional prison term for
contempt of court in refusing
to ‘answer the grand jury’s|
questions,
based on what he is said to
'have told McCord.

counts . of McCord’s appear-
|ance before the grand jury, he
|testified that Liddy showed
( him final typed transcripts of
. wiretapped conversations on
several occasions and “§aid:

torney general.” On at least
one. occasion, McCord report-
edly testified
cally told him that he i regu-
larly “hand-carried” the tran-
scripts to Mitchell, who was
then President "Nixon’s ‘4]
 paign manager. - il

Card . reportedly ‘testified, ‘he
saw Liddy’s secfétary,
Harmony, typingia final v
sion o
McCord’s ‘
draft. One source familiarwith Sources suggested
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ned to install wiretapping and
eavesdropping devices at Sen.
McGovern’s headquarters dur-
ing the 'same weekend that he
and four other?.conspirators
were. afrested at the Water-
gate. The operation’ at “the
Fontainebleu, he repdrtedly
testified, was still in“the plan-
ning stages and Liddy told
him that it would be executed
as’'soon as word came from
Mitchell.
McCord is also known to
have told others that the bug-
ging team had planned to wire-
tap the campaign headquar-
ters of Sen. Edmund S.
Muskie (D-Maine) during the
1 i spring, but that the plans were
, mentibned! abandoned when it was clear
|that Muskie was no longer the
i front-runner for the Demo-
If cratic presidential nomination.
1 It could not be learned if Me-
| Cord, who rented an office
next ‘door to Muskie headquar-
ters, mentioned that matter to
the grand jury.
The meaning of the appear-
nee by former . presidential
appointments secretary Cha-
pin, former White House aid
. Strachan and alleged agent
provocateur Segretti before
the‘,c\gatergate grand jury yes-

the law in the dis-
barsement of at
least $70,000 in
cash to Frederick C.
LaRue, one of
Mitchell's closest
aides. Reliable
investigative
sources have said
the money came from
the same fund that
financed the Water-
gate bugging and was

vwalci gare  wugglly  ald was

Like his earlier testimony

Me-

i

Liddy has heen sentenced to .

including those

clear. 2
One federal source said their
appearance is the first indica-
tion that the grand jury inves-
| tigation may have moved be-
yond illegal electronic surveil-
lance to include a broad range'
of .political espionage and §ab-
otage activities.
Previously, the
Justice Department
has meintained that
there was nothing
illegal about the
. Operations Segretti
and Chapin were
Sally,| allegedly involved
Some federal

According to reliab,lé, ac-

‘These are for the (former)-at-

, Liddy ..speeifi-

A

On anothet »oceasion, - Me-

the transcripts

wom  prelininary:

gate bugging team hdd plan-|

terddy -was not immediately|

Assistant U.S. Attorney Earl |
J. Silbert, who heads the re-
newed federal investigation
iinto the Watergate bugging
and related matters, said the
new arrangements were order-
'ed because a circus atmos-:
‘phere had developed outside'
'the other grand jury room,
i where reporters have gathered '
; in the last two weeks to watxch!
persons entering and leaving.!

Despite the new arrange-:
ments, reporters were able to
determine that Chapin was'
in the grand jury room for!

about 90 minutes, after which:
he scurried past reporters,!
smiling but refusing to answer
any questions. Qutside the
courthouse, hey entered a
brown spo¥ts car! and_sped
away. ' i il ‘
Segretti, “who followe
into the elosely guarded
jury room, was there!
about 45 minutes bef'lﬁe' the
grand jury quit for the day
at about 5:45 p.m. Prosecu-
tors [refused to say whether
Segretti would return for
more questioning. It could
not be determined how long
Strachan, a former political
aide to White House chief of
staff’ H. R. Haldeman, was
befo;g the grand jury. 8
Acdcording to investigators,
Chapin and Strachan. both
'played a role in hiring Segret-
'ti to"engage in political dis-
ruption and spying activities.
Chapin, according to FBI rec-
;ords, made . public, also ,made
arrangements -for Segretti to
be paid by President Nixon’s
personal lawyer, Herbert W.
Kalmbach, and Strachan al-
legedly put Watergate , con-
Spirator Liddy in touch with
Segretti to merge two nom-
inally separate _spyingiand-
sabotage operations: one run
by the White ‘House and the
other*by' the .Committee for
the Re-eleetion of the Presi-
dent: :
Another witness to appear
befdre the grand jury yester-
day'was Robert Reisner, a for-
mer aide to Jeb Stuart Magru-
der, the deputy director of the

'.'»xhim




Nixon re-election campaign.
Reisner, who has also been
.contacted by the Senate’s in-
vestigating committee, was
presumably before the grand
jury y‘estel'(jay to be asked
about* McCord’s ‘hearsay alle-
gations ‘that Magruder was
among high presidential asso-
ciates who had advance knowl-
edge of the Watergate bug-
ging. :
Duting his appearance ' be-
( fore both the grand jury and
'the Senate committee, McCord
‘reportedly testified that Liddy
told* him that the plans ahd
budget for the Watergate op-
eration were approved during
a February meeting in then.
Attorney Geéneral Mitchell’s
office that was also attended
by ‘presidential. counsel John
‘W. Dean IIT and Jeb- Stuart
Magruder, the deputy director
of the Nixon' re-election cam-
paign. Mitchell, Dean and Ma-
gruder have repeatedly denied
any involvement in illegal
wiretapping operations.
Although MeCord claims no
first-hand knowledge of those
persons” alleged involvement
in such activities, he report-
ediy has provided both the
grand jury and Senate investi-
gators; with several important
leads dealing with that aspect
of his testimony. Reisner was
expected to be asked by prose-

of the leads provided by Me-
Cord. .

Both Senate and Justice De-
partment - investigators have
confirmed that Mitchell, Dean,
Liddy and Magruder were al]
present” during a February
meeting in Mitchell’s office
but have thus far have unable
to substantiate that the bug-
' ging was discussed.
¢+ DeVan L. Shumway, spokes-
man for the Nixon re-election
committee, said yesterday that
‘Mitchell' does not recall such

cutors yesterday about some]|.

a February meeting, and that
\Mitchell first met Liddy on
June; 15, 1972, at least three
months  after the alleged
meeting. 2

In seeking corroboration of
McCord’s testimony, Senate

isources said ‘yesterday that|
.staff tmembers of the select|

committee have talked to Vicki
'Chern, Reisner’s secretary at
the Nixon committee, and that
she piovided an appointment
book or calendar confirming
'a scheduled meeting of Mitch-
ell, Dean, Liddy and Magru-
der in February: )

Miss Chern is also under-

committee staff with other in-

stood to ‘have provided the|

Iformation. However, reliable
‘Senate sources discounted. pub-
lished reports that the “com-
mittee has found a witness
whovcan confirm-that-the bug-
ging was discussed at the
meeting. !
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"In private conversations ... Mitchell has disclosed
coo and again in

that on Jan. 24 ang Feb. 4, 1972
March, he met with G. Gordon Lidd
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