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prosecution at, the 
Watergate trial accepted the 
committee's explanation-- 

eeerticulated on the witness 
stand by Magruder, Halde-
man's former chief assistant 
-that a legal" and 

ee`ethical" surveillance opera-
on aimed at radicals was 
xpendeellay the overzealous 
atergate censpirators to 

include Democratic r  presi-
dential candidates and ' the 
use of illegal 'electronic sur-
veillerice. High-level PM and 

,„Justice Department sources 
-there long been skeptical of 

comedittee's eversion taf 
whet happened. 

L.; let; if as some White 
House sent-Nes and investiga-
tOre,eonlerd, Heideman: wee 
at the vine , eeter of the 
broad 'espionage and:sabo-
tage Ca.stiortletne-et does net - 

lertecesearlly follow that. he 
a")lied knowledge of the 

".•liVatergate 'hugging and 
other attempts at illegal 
eleetronie surveillance. 

'Mani/ investigators bare 
considered it likely that ei-
ther the principal Watergate 
eonspeeators Preeideetial 
aides in the White Iloew, 
or re - eiectinn committee 

e'tbdeght they eoulde p.104ase 
i'resideet 

1)7, 	c.,:ap4rading T ha,  
hrua'l inaatthite to condarl 
'1,1 - 	 Oil ,:71i.74- 

e'e,24.1, ileeet:6.1r,' to ';:!■:41/5.er 
Inijiligence. with 	tacit 
kiii,:enittioding that the me- 
thods of gaining information 
would never he_  
disclosed toetheir ettperlors.' 

Sources inside the White 
House, es well .as federal in-
vestigators, maintain that 
only 'Haldeman, and perhaps 
a half-dozen other men close 
to him and the President, 
can definitively answer auch.  
questions at this point. 

And not only have the 
President, Haldeman and 
others high in the White 

.;;House chain of commatd .  
refused to answer press in-
quiries, but Mr. Nixon has 
said that his present and 
former aideg.will not appear 

ebefore any '"formal session" 
of the Senate's select COM.; 
,mittee investigating the 
''‘ :tWatergate allegations, 

le Even inside the .Executive 
Mansion, where the most 
sensitive topics are often 
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Peose 
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1t 1 operatiat 
bite House."' s' 
Tarn-Tient 	juris a 
(,uln trztasferreo 

.oininittee for the Re-el 
c4: of tile President- 

an 
ica7ived in ter 

"i. 	, before' 
Nixon erac.i:ged 	the 

a.ii.ear 	a a,Aii ite 	tta 

imA4ding-, 

A , 

ted a 
to atternpt 

Peri-ion the
tats would nominate 

c'i presideutisl 

d,sraiations■ an4 eta-
were designed ftet 

derail the presidential, 
ididricy of yen.'-Edexturatt 

(Dellaine), re. 
,4 by the White House 
e inost eerions potertiel 
t to unseat the Presi-

accOrding to the 
s. 
WItito House, partied-

lite person of tiriide- 
i ,,ri tier). 

1) ,Sr ■.,„ 	1114;,.. 
nortai 

gram 	age and sabre 
gage as a. e?eeraan opera-

,e4.0  
used viifivaily the same 

escriptioa,: including a 
orrner Waite  }rouse official 
Nut! meat to of 'the Nixon 
campaign Digit command 

:who said: 
"Most of l 	eepienage) 

aim: out of the White 
ouse, out of you,-knol,., - 

re at the White House 
aldeman's office.-  He 

rigid: "I still don't think 
knew about the bugging 
That's when the real 

alerts took over," 
Ez,c411Se Haidenian tradi-
teeny inskilates himself 
in most direct involve. 

out in controversial eutei-
ses ("Hsi never really 
as' anything, to the extent 

f becoming involved in bile 
says 	one 

Ileague; "be ,plways epins 
„ont,to komebodY 

vesiigators have riot been 
optimistic, about determin- 
ing his exact 	in the 
Watergate affair. 	' 

At the very least, hard In=. 
formation known thus far to 
investigators putsHaldemen 

Olin the fringes of the Nixon 
Aro paign't undercover ac-

' tivities; including a star-
.; veillance network, financ 
by at least. $2.35,00 	

e 
0 in ea 

paign Rana. Thei Nixon rtip 
election committee inairie, 
thins the surveillance effort 
was intended to collect in- 
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mittee that Dean . pfdlrelan 
led to the bureau. 

In the wake of June 
break-in at the Watergate 
President Nixon' has said iite 
appointed Dean to tendliet9 
White House investi‘iatipi$ 
to determine if membrs:8i  
the presidential staff w 

Anveived in the bugging 
oration. 

That investigation, whInh 
':absolved all then,currens 
White House personnel, w 
"a direct_ pipeline In }lade. 
min." ae,7ording to 

- theTew .Tustice Department 
`officials familiar with i do 
tails. 

Watergate conspirator; 
Cord, during hia apPeaisitql 

'before the Senate ,selneA 
committee, was asked if: he 
knew- whether Ha 

.,had anything to do 
Watergate, huggin 
rePlied: ."I_Jtave no 
edge of it no knocy 

:'it ii he aid." 
.616rietheless, seve 

'papers mistakenly 
that McCord had fm 
Haldeman. 

Meanwhile, Sen. Lo 
Weicker (II-Conn.), a 
man senator and me 
the Watergate Selo 
mittee, cited h;g:111, 
Republican Party 

.and charged last .w 
'.Haldeman had (xi 

Nixon campaign' 
,pionage and sex) 
tions. 

The result., lid 
was "an almost co 
attitude- '.as to who con 
the dirtiest deed" at 
Committee for the Re 
ton of the President. 
manclingHaldeman's 
nation, Weicker said 
White House chief 
"clearly has to a. 
sponsibility" for wha 
red during the camp 

But last Wednesd 
iSam J. Ervin (D-N.C.), c 

man of the Senate co 
—tee on Watergate, issu 

statement about Hald 
that Senate sources 
designed to keep 

",;;Inittee clear of a 
'endo in its 
Said Ervin: • 

" n the int 
and justice, 

ee wishes to-
licly that as of this time it 

`.1i:has received no evidence lat 
any nature linking Mi': 
Haldeman With any illegal, 

' activities in connection 'midi.' 
the presidential campaiate 
l972,;" 


