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McCord's 
'Watergate 
Plot Tape? 

Associated Press 

Washington 
Watergate conspirator 

James W. McCord Jr: in-
dicated in a sworn state-
ment that he has tape 
recordings of conver-
sations he had with ot. er 
people in 1972 while he 
plot to bug Democratic 
headquarters was b r e w-
ing, it was disclosed , yes-
terday. 

He also said this week that 
there h a d been threats 
against his life and that 
death threats h a d been 
made to Martha MitChell, 
wife o f former Attorney 
General John N. Mitchell. 

His attorney refused to al-
low McCord to answer ques-
tions about the tape record-
ings saying, "We have rea-
son to believe that any tape 
recordings that were taken 
might have ben in violation 
of some statute which will 
violate his privilege against 
self-incrimination." 

McCord's statements were 
in a sworn deposition taken 
Tuesday by lawyers in three 
civil suits that stemmed 
from the Watergate afffir 
last year. They were made 
public yesterday. 

"There have been threats, 
bomb threats against my 
family," McCord told law- 
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yers, "There have been oth-
er forms of harassment . . . 
We fear retaliation. My fam-
ily fears for its life." 

McCord also said that in 
1972 a death threat had been 
made to Mrs. Mitchell. 

McCord said that for a 
two-week period in April he 
went daily to the Mitchell 
apartment to pick up the 
Mitchell's daughter a n d 
drive her to school because 
Mrs. Mitchell feared she 
might be harmed. 

He said he would meet 
Mitchell or Mrs. Mitchell or 
their maid. 

Mrs. Mitchell also was  

concerned, h e said, that 
their apartment, located in 
residential areas of the Wa-
tergate complex, might be 
bugged or wiretapped. 

"I took the chiefAieurity 
officer of the C&P (Chesa-
peake and Potomac) Tele-
phone Co. with me at the 
point where she received the 
death threat over her unlist-
e d telephone," McCord 
swore. There was no further 
elaboration of this state-
ment. 

Mrs. Mitchell was so con-
cerned about the family's 
security, McCord said, that 
he once X-rayed all the fur-
niture in the apartment. 

McCord said he was hired 
as security chief for the Nix-
on re-election committee in 
November or December 1971 
and that he met Mitchell a 
number of times. 

"Usually he would be at 
the door and greet the driv-
er and me and say a word or 
two 	o f 	pleasantries," 

ycCord said of the' time 
when he was driving the 
daughter. 

OFFICE 
As security officer for the 

committee, McCord said he 
checked out Mitchell's office 
at the re-election headquar-
ters. 

He also revealed that he 
has turned over some per-
sonal notes made in 1972 to 
the grand jury investigating 
Watergate and other espio-
nage activities. It was the 
first time it had been re-
vealed that McCord kept 
notes. 

McCord's attorney refused 
Tuesday to allow him to an-
swer questions about the 
tape recordings —citing the 
possibility of his violating 
his privilege against self- 
incrimination — before Mc-
Cord had received immunity 
for anything he might say 
to a grand jury. 

SUITS 
In :a single appearance be-

fore the Senate Select Gem-
rnittee on' Watergate < last 
week,  McCord reportedly 
said that a number of top 
White House official's were 
aware o f plans for the 
brealdn at Democratic head-
quarters in the Watergate 
building but he brought no 
corroboration to the commit-
tee. 

In the deposition taken in 
the civil suits McCord re-
fused to answer questions 
about his activities when he 
was magent with the CIA. 

H e said he had been 
trained by the FBI in "very 
h i g hl 'y classified work"  
during World War II and "I 
received training in certain 
matters pertaining to codes' 
ciphers." 

He also refused to discuss 
"anything that has taken 
place within the Senate Se-
lect Committee." 

McCord said he was con-
tacted about the job by John 
Caulfield whom h e de-
scribed as "a federal coordi-
nator of law enforcement" 
and then was introdu9ed to 
John Dean III, the Presi-
dent's official lawyer. 

"I don't recall much in the 
way of conversations specifi-
cally that took place except 
some reference by Mr. Caul-
field which appeared to me 
to indicate that he had a fa-
miliarity that Mr. Dean 
knew who I was." 

After that McCord said he 
was interviewed by Jeb Ma-
gruder and Robert Odle, 
both officials of the Nixon 
re-election committee. 


