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Watetgate Probe

No Special Deal
For Nixon Aides,
Sen.EBrvin Says

Washington Post Service

Washington

Senator Sam J. Ervin (Dem-N.C.) yesterday rejected a White House
suggestion that presidential Aides appear informally before the Watergate

Qg
QTR

investigating committee, observing that they are not "royalty or

nobility" who can be excused from testifying under oath and in public.
Ervin, who heads the seven-member investigating com
accept nothing less than the sworn testimony of pre

public sessions and added: "Divine right went out with the American
Revolution and doesn't belong to White House aides.

I~ San  Clemente: - presi-

[ dential' press secretary Rop: 1

s

“ald L. Ziegler responded -

with the stiff White House -
criticism of the Ervin com- -

mittee, citing what he called
“irresponsible leaks in tidal
wave proportions” from a
closed-door ~ session last
week. ‘

“I would encourage the
chairman,” Ziegler said, ‘“‘to
get his own disorganized
house in order so that the in-
vestigation can go forward
in a proper atmosphere of
traditional fairness and due
process.”

IMPASSE

The clash apparently left
the Ervin committee and the
White ‘House more than ever
at an impasse over the Pres-
ident’s claim that ‘“execu-
tive privilege” allows him to
keep his aides from testify-
ing before Congress. The
President has said he would
welcome a court test to de-
termine whether his. aides
could be forced to testify.

In other developments: -

o . Former White House
aide. G. Gordon Liddy, de-
scribed by prosecutors as
the “boss™ of the Watergate
bugging, refused to answer

“all substantive questions”

put to him in a 2% hour ap-
pearance before a federal
grand jury, according to
Liddy’s attorney, Peter Mar-
oulis. Liddy was convicted
at the Watergate trial and
could face a contempt: of
court citation unless he co-
operates with the

jury.

© Another convicted Wa-
tergate conspirator, James
W. McCord Jr., was ordered
to give a sworn deposition
today to attorneys for the
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President’s re-election “corh-
mittee in pending civil suits

stemming from the Water- -
. gate -bugging. McCord has -

voluntarily testified before
" the- Senate committee, and |
is scheduled to appear be- !
fore the panel again tomor- -

Tow.
President Nixon was em-

i

phatic last month in stating -

that he would not allow

present or former aides to -
- testify in a “formal session” |
of a congressional commit-

tee.

Without elaborating, -

. Ziegler suggested last Fri- -

grand

day that some informal tes-

. timony might be permitted :

before the Ervin committee, -

In holding firm to his posi-
tion that public, sworn testi- :
. mony isrequired, Ervin said *
- that Mr. Nixon’s assertionis ,
" “‘shooting the so-called exec- '
utive privilege doctrine.way : -

out ‘past the stratosphere
. and a terrible disserv-

ice to the high office of the -

presidency.”’
“That is
privilege, that is executive
poppycock,” Ervin said. He
said executive privilege does
not apply to illegal or uneth-

" ical behavior such as the

Watergate bugging.

AFRAID
Ervin, a 76-year-old for-
mer state supreme court
judge, said in answer to a
question at a press confer-
ence, “‘the President is con-
ducting himself in such a
way as to reasonably engen-
der in the minds of people
the belief he is afraid of the

© truth.”

Ervin made reference to
Shakespeare, the Bible, a
hymn. poetry and Supreme
Cowrt decisions at the press
conference to explain his

-

not executive

contention tHT tfie presiden-
tial aides must testify in for-
mal sessions. '

At one point Ervin criti-

cized the President’s legal

judgment. “I am_ going to -

suggest that Duke Law

School give him a refresher. .
- course,” Ervin said. Presi- |

dent Nixon graduated from

Duke. which is in Ervin’s
home state of North Caroli-

na.
" INTEGRITY .
Ervin continued: “If all

 the allegations (about Wat- :
; ergate and other political es-
- pionage) are true, we have :

to consider this was an as-
sault on the integrity- of the
process by which the Presi-
dent of the United States is
chosen.

“Every person — be he '

Republican or Democrat or
Mugwump — should cooper-
ate with the committee to
try to determine the truth of
these allegations.”
Ziegler's  reference
“leaks of tidal wave propor-
tions” from the Ervin com-

fittee was an apparent ref- °
- erence to widespread news
- reports
: sworn, closed: - door testimo-

of 4% hours of
ny hy convicted Watergate
conspirator McCord last
week.
According

to Senate

¢ sources, McCord testified

i that he had been told that
.. some of the President’s top
. White House and campaign
. .aides had advance knowl-
- 'edge of the bugging opera-

:ition.

tol

Thc;se named ‘included for-
mer  Attorney :General John

. N, Mitchell, presidential
~ counsel John W. Dean IIL

former * White House aide
Jeb  Stuart Magruder, and
former special presidential
counsel Charles W. Colson.
All have denied any involve-
ment in the Watergate bug-

ging. !

AP Wirephoto

SENATOR ERVIN
‘A terrible disservice’

mittee, said he would
sidential aides in



