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Under OQath
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Sen. Sam J. Ervin (D-N.C.) yesterday rejected a White
House suggestion that presidential aides appear informs
ally before the Watergate investigating committee; obe
serving that they are not “royalty or nobility” who can
be excused from testifying under oath and in public.

Ervin, who heads the seven-member investigating
committee, said he would ac-?
cept nothing less than the f3

sworn testimony of presiden-
tial aides in public sessions
and added: “Divine right went
out with the American Revolu-
tion and doesn’t belong to
White House aides.” .

In San Clemente, Calif, ;
presidential Press Secretary -
Ronald L. Ziegler responded
'With sharp White House criti-
cism of the Ervin committee,
citing what he called
“irresponsible leaks in tidal
wave proportions” from the
gommittee’s closed-door ses-
sion last week, ,

“I -would = encourage the
chairman,” Ziegler said, “to )
get his own disorganized [0 attorneys fer the Presi-|
house in order so that the in. dent’s-re-election committee in;
vestigation can go forward in Pending civil suits stemming
a proper atmosphere of tradi- from the Watergate _buggmg.f-
tional fairness and due proc.; (McCord has voluntarily testi-
ess.” i fied before the Senate com- |
Ervin also repeated his; Mittee, and is schedul.ed to ap--
threat to have White House| Pear before the Hill panel
|aides arrested and cited for| 282in Wednesday.)

contempt %y the Senate if] _President Nixon  Wwas em-
they refuse to respond to a phatic last month in stating
subpoena. He gave no indica-' that he would not allow pres.

tion when subpoenas for thes SBt OF former aides to testify
aides might be issued. In 2 formal session of a con-
Ervin presently has the| Sressional committee. Without|
backing of at least five of the| elaharating, Ziegler said last|
other six members of the . riday that some informal tes-!
»|Watergate committee to force! lfé?leozlﬁ’elglrg‘g;b?“ ‘ gﬁﬁ:d be-.
1la showdown with: the White. In bolding firnt to his. Bsi-
-|House on executive privilege.! tion Ehar abh’ ! POs
The elash apparently left: ion that pu ‘c,dsuéorr_l tes%'
the Ervin committee and the LLonY IS Treéquired, Ervin sai

e . ;
White House more than ever that Mr. Nixon's assertion is

ilat an impasse over the Presi. “shooting the so-called execu-

g|dent’s claim that executive
| privilege allows him to keep

his aides ‘from testifying he- 2. - e "
fore Congress. The President high office of the presidency.

A - “That is not executive privi-
has said he would welcome a E v gy
ileourt  test  to  detérmine lege, that is executive POppY:

A X : cock,” Ervin said. He said ex-
fWo ?f;g?; ,(I:‘lssﬁf;ldes C°“1F1’ be ecutive privilege does not ap-

N ply-to illegal or unethical be-.'
veg?erda(;t-h et havior, such as the Watergate'

. - .1 bugging.
© Former White House aide :
G. Gordon Liddy_,_ des_gribe@ by ' Ervin, a 76-year-old ,fqrn}er

-
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fused to answer “all substan.

to Liddy’s

at the Watergate trial and
could face a contempt of court
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citation unless he
with the grand jury. _
® Another convicted Wat;grf;g
gate conspirator, James W
MeCord Jr., was ordered tol

cooperates

tive privilege doctrine way outj

past the stratosphere . . . and
a terrible disservice to the

dev‘e’loprﬁe’nts

question “at 4 *morning press

3 April 1973

tration on Capitol Hill had
their offices placed mnder. sur-
veillance last year by the Pres-
ident’s re-election committe '
One of those eritics,” Rep.
'Shirley Chisholm (D-N.Y.), yes
in the minds of people the be-|| | terday called the alleged sur:
lief he is afraid of the truth.” ,:veillance “shocking, inane,
- At one point Ervin criticized| | and one of the foulest acts of
the President’s legal judg- man.” :
ment. “T am going to suggest In what she described as “a
that Duke Law School give| |rare display of bipartisan con-
him a refresher course,” Ervin gressional  activity.”  Mrs.

said. President Nixon gradu-| Chisholm said that she was
ated. from Duke law school,| lending a member of her staff
which is in Ervin’s home state| 'to Sen Weicker to assist him
of North Carolina. (During a' iin his investigation of the
March 15 press conference, |Watergate espionage. ;
the President called Ervin a | 1o U.S District Court yes-!

state supreme court: Judge
added, said; in . answer: to a

conference, “The President is
conducting himself in sich a
way-as to reasonably engender

T

prosecutors as the “poss” of:
the Watergate bugging, .re-:

tive questions” put to him ina:

2%-hour appearance before a|

federal grand jury, according, £
attorney, Peter !

Maroulis. Liddy was convicted |

give a sworn deposition today |

rhetoric is going to do this.”

JRA (Bob) Haldeman probably

“great constitutional lawyer.”)

Ervin continued: “If all the
allegations (about Watergate
and other political espionage)
are true, we have to consider
this was an assault on the in-
tegrity of the process by

{which the President of the
United States 1§ chosen.
“Every person—be he ‘Re-
publican or Demécrat or Mug-
i wump—should cooperate with.
{the committee to try to deter-:

ions.” !
Ziegler’s reference to “leaks,
lof tidal wave proportions” |
‘from the Ervin committee was |
an apparent reference to wide-|
]spread hews reports of 415]
hours of sworn, closed-door

.| testimony by convicted Water-
-|gate conspirator MecCord last

week.

According to Senate;
sources, McCord testified that!
he had been told that some of |
the President’s top White
House and campaign aides had
|advance knowledge of the bug-

! ging operation.

;{“We’ve always said that we |

‘stand ready to cooperate and!

Ziegler also said yesterday:

to work out a procedure with
the (Watergate) committee:
‘which we do not feel infringes|
on the doctrine of separation
of powers . .. and it is time to
bririg this entire procedure
baek into the framework of or-
derliness, fairness and respect
for the rights of individuals,
and no press conference state-
ment, no TV appearance com-
ment, and no use of overstated

On a Sunday television
show, Sen. Lowell P, Weicker
(R-Conn.), a member of Water-
gate committee, charged that
White House ‘chief of staff H.

5had‘kn’ow1edge of an overall
lespionage operation run by
jthe President’s re-election
lcommittee. -
| Weicker said that it is
! “absolutely necessary that Mr.
i Haldeman testify -before the
:select committee” to explain
‘his role.

Weicker also-said that nine
Republican, and Democratic
eritics of the Nixon adminis-

mine the truth of these allega-

terday, Judge Charles R. Ri-!
chey ordered MecCord to apv-i
pear for a deposition hearing,’
'today before lawyers for his|
| former employer, the Commit-!
tee for the Re-election of the
President. Last week, the com-
mittee subpoenaed MeCord,
its former security coordina-
tor, as a witness in a civil suits
arising from the June 17 bug-
ging of Democratic headquar-
ters.

Kenneth W. Parkinson, at-
torney for the committee, said

“that the news” reports of Me-
{Cord’s testimony ‘had: been
*highly damaging” rand@cited
‘them as a primary -factor -in
the committee’s desire  to
question MeCord.

“It’s all coming out,” said

i Parkinson. I think it’s coming
from the Senate, from s$ena-
tors and may be coming from
MeCord’s counsel, Mr.
(Bernard) Fensterwald. The in-:
formation is getting out. It's
time we should have an oppor-:
tunity to find out what is on!
McCord’s mind, what is moti-'
vating him - to make " these
kinds of outrageous state-:

ments involving. innocent per-
sons.” i ¢

When  Nicholas MeConnell,
an associate of Parkinson,
sought to introduce 29 pages
of newspaper articles as evi-
dence to support the point,
Judge Richey interrupted:
“What do leaks have to do
with  whether a deposition
ought to be taken tomorrow?”

Discovering the sources of

inews reports, McConnell re- |
isponded, “would be one of the,
i points we’d be interestgd in.”!
At that moment, Parfinson,
i who last month subpoenaed 10}
iréporters and news executives!
to appear for questioning and|
produce their notes in the
same civil suit, rushed to the
courtroom lectern and told
Richey: “We're not interested )
in running down sources.” Me-|.
Connell later told a reporter
he had made “a misstatement” |’
about his intentions.

Although MecCord was or-
.dered to appear for question-|:
|ing at 10 am., his attorneys ]
! told Judge Rickey that he
would refuse to answer ques-
tions on . Fifth-Amendment
lgrounds until the government |

grants him - immunity from

further prosecution;- J




