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Agkiculture Committee and cratic convention. 
ranking Democrat on the Fi- 	JOSEPH M. MONTOYA 
nance Committee, his authority ,)M.t. Montoya, a member of one 
is exceeded by few other Sen- of New Mexico's most prom-
ators. But Mr. Talmadge pre- inert families, has held an elec-
fers to do his work behind the five office since he was 21 years 
scenes rather than in open com- old, serving in both houses' of 
mittee or floor sessions. 	the state legislature, in the 

Mr. Talmadge is 59 years old. United States House of Repre-
His father, Eugene, was the sentatives for four terms and 

;1960, even giving a-teconding is "one Of, the quiet powers in —speech for him at the Demo-, the Senate. As chairman of the 

copy of his father. 
His colleagues regard WM as 

one of the Smartest men id the 
Senate; and he is respected for 
his deep, professional knowl-
edge of a wide range of issues. 
He is studious and has few,;an-
terests outside of his Senate 
duties. 

When Senator Mansfield 
called and asked Senator Tal-
madge to be on the Watergate 
committee, he begged off. 

"Vold him I had more press-
ing'business, but he said' he 
wanted me. When you're asked 
like that by the leadership, you 
pretty much go along," he re-
called. 

Unlike -some other members 
of the  committee, Senator Tal-
madge said he planned to do no 
housework on the Watergate 
investigation but to depend on 
committee hearings for all his 
information. 

",l. see myself as a juror," he 
said, "and a juror doesn't back-
grail& himself." 

DANIEL K. INOUYE 
Senator Inouye was a protege 

of two famous Texans= firmer 
President Lyndon l3; gohnson 
and. former Speaker of the - 
House Sam Rayburn. He now 
a favorite of Senator Mansfield, 
and many of his colleagues be-
lieve that Mr. Inouye, now an 
assistant Democratic whip, 
wants to be a majority leader 
hiniself some day. 

andsome and urbane:  Mr. 
Inouye, 48 years old, IS enor--  
mously popular in his home 
state, Hawaii. He was a World 
War II Hero who lost his right 
arm while serving as an Army 
captain during the Italian cam-
paign. After graduating from 
law school, he went back to 
Hawaii` and went into politics. 
He was represented Hawaii and 
went- into politics. He has rep-
uuHe was representing Hawaii 
in Washington since the islands 
became a state, as a member 
of the HousVfor two terms and 
as a Senator since 1962. In 
1968, he was re-elected with 
83 per cent of the vote. 

Politically, Mr. Inouye is 
moderate to liberal. He sup-
ported Mr. Johnson's unsuccess-
ful Presidential campaign in '  

By DAVID E. ROSENBAUM 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, April 1 — 
The Senate's select committee 
that is investigating the Water- 
gate affair, which is likely to 
occupy the center stage of na- 
tional politics for the rest of 
the year, is composed of a 
group of Senators who have 
rarely been in the spotlight. 

Only one of the seven men 
—Sam J. Ervin Jr., the chair-
man—has a national reputation 
as a politician. 

But, in the past, congression-
al investigations have often led 
relatively obscure legislators 
into the glare of national pub-
licity and set them on the road 
to prominence and political 
power. 

Richard M. Nixon firsernade 
national news as a young.Rep-
resentative from Southern Cal-
ifornia investigating alleged 
Communist influence in the 
government. 

Harry S. Truman was a little 
known Midwestern Sena,tor be-
fore he became chairman of a 
special committee to investi-
gate the national defense pro-
gram during World War 

Estes Kefauver, Joseph R. 
McCarthy and Gerald P. Nye 
are others who first gained 
fame or notoriety from Senate 
investigations. 

Not Widely Known 
The six Senators who are 

serving wider Mr. Ervin—Her-
man E. Talmadge, Daniel K. 
Inouye and Joseph M. Montoya, 
who are Democrats, and How-
ard H. Baker Jr., Lowell, P. 
Weicker Jr: and Edward J. 
Gurney, the Republicans=are 
scarcely the Senators who make 
the galleries rustle with recog-
nition when they walk onto the 
Senate floor. 

In the case of the Democrats, 
at least, their relative ananym-
ity seems to be the principal 
reason they were selecated for 
the committee by Senator Er-
vtii with the approval of Mike 
Mansfield of Montana, the Senr 
ate Democratic leader. 

"We could have gotten the 
fist-pounding, , free-wheeling 
boys out there," Senator Mans-'•
field said in an interview. "I,  
don't know what that-would, 
have accomplished. We're not 
looking for a TV melodrama. 
We're looking for a good, fair, 
impartial investigation." 

A Senate aide familiar with 
the selection process gave a 
slightly different explanation of 
how Senators Talmage, Inou-
ye and Montoya Were picked: 

"First, they eliminated the 
freshmen. Then they eliminated 
the potential Presidential candi-
dates — Kennedy, Mondale, 
Humphrey, Bayh and the rest 
—because they were ,afraid 
these guys would give thecom-
mittee a partisan image. Once 
they set these ground rules, 
there weren't too many Demo-
3rats to choose from:" 

The Well Known ;_ 
Senator Edward M. Kennedy 

- 	, 
rs rom 'Massachusetts, Senator 

Iter F„ylandale is ftom Min-
inesota, as is Senator Hubert H. 
Humphrey, and Senator Birch 

is for the Republicans, Sen-
ator Hugh Scott of Pennsyl-
vania, the minority leader, dis-
cussed the committee member-
ship, with other members of 
the leadership. 

"Senator Baker," he said 
later, "was on everyone's list. 

(limit the .preiids,,t.power te 
impounerfirM'Plaild , his com-
mittees that are looking into the 
I.4uestions of newsmen's right 
to withhold their sources of 
information and the President's 
right to withhold information 
and staff members from Con-
gressional scrutiny. , ItOols also, 
his C011eagues emphasize, his 
cainreittee that is investigating 
the' Watergate-affair. ' 

It is not coincidental that all 
these tasks should fall on the' 
ample shoulders of..the Demo 
crat fro -.North Carolina. In 1 
years 	. the Senate,, he has 
sided 4,- times witlf ,;,,the con-
servatives and at alines with '∎  
the liberals, but he alas gained 
the respect of virtually all of 
his colleagues for his. unswerv-
ing principles and his dedica-
tion to the Constitution. 

"Saininy is the only,Inan we 
could have picked out Oil either 
side who'd have the reipect of 
the Senate as a whole," Senator 
Mansfield said. 

At the age of 76; Mr. Ervin 
is the third oldest man in the 
Senate (George D. Aiken of Ver-
mont and John L. McClellan of 
Arkansas are older.) But he was 
58- when he first came to the 
Senate and had a full career as 
a lawyer and judge. Except for 

three years at, Harvard Law 
School and two years as a Rep-
resentative in the 1940's„.',.jhe 
had spent his entire life-  in 
North Carolina. 

E. TALMADGE 
S 
	

imadge of Georgia  

and even there he must cam-
paign constantly to maintain 
his office. In 1970, he received 
barely 52 per cent of the vote 
in his re-election campaign. 

Mr. Montoya concentrates his 
Senate activities on tending to 
the needs of his constituents in 
New Mexico. He has a solid lib-
eral voting record on domestic 
issues and was an early opo-
nent of the war in Vietnam. 

He became concerned last 
year about the Government's 
use of wiretaps. He had several 
private meetings with Senator 
Ervin on the subject. 	said 
he believed that these illiktings 

led to hisrliPpointmenlito the 
Watergate committee. 
r  HOWARD H. BAKER JR. 

Senator Baker, the ranking 
Republican on the committee, is 
47 years old but looks 10 years 
younger. With a boyish face, a 
quick grin, a soft voice and a 
relaxed manner, he may be able 
to use the televised committee 
heaaings to build a base of na-
tional political support. 

"We couldn't have picked a 
better man," a fellow Republi-
can said recently. "Howarfil has 
the !best television personality 
in tie Senate." 

The Tennessee Senator was 
born, into politics. His father! 
was ,a member of the House l 
for 13 years and his mother 
filled out his unexpired term.'  
His*sister, May, is married to 
Representatie William C. 
Wampler of Virginia, and his 
wife, Joy, is the daughter of 
Everett McKinley Dirksen, the 
late Senate Republican leader. 

He said he was assured by 
the ■ Republican leadership be-
fore he accepted his position 

would not be expected to take 
on the Watergate panel that hel 

a partisan line or take orders; 
from the White House. 

.EDWARD J. GURNEY 
Last year, Senator Gurney ac-

knowledged, he was the chief 
defender of the Nixon Adminis-
tration' during the Judiciary 
Committee's investigation of the 
International Telephone and 
Telegraph Corporation. 

"It was such a highly partisan 
investigation," he said. "Some-. 
one had to play the rale of de- 

Hel.s a good lawyer, a good colorful, tempestuous Governor in the Senate since 1964- But, a 
interrogator and in the muddle of Georgia for three terms, but the age of 57, he is not widely 
of the road ideologically." Gurney and Weicker Herman Talmadge is no carbon known outside his home state, 

Senators  
asked to be on the committee 
and, since they were the ,only,  
Republicans to do so, they were 
given the assignment. 

What follows is a brief. look 
at the seven Senators on the 
panel—the Select Committee on 
Presidential Campaign Activities 
=who are likely to have their 

themes on the front pages and 
their faces on the teleVision 
Screens regularly in the months 

' to come. 
SAM J. ERVIN JR. 

In the running ttig-of-war 
this year between Congress and 
'the White House, Senator Ervin,  
seems to be holding the rope 
at the east end of Pennsylvania 
Avemie on virtually. every is-
sue. It is his bill that seeks to 

Prominence in Watergate Inquiry  



The New York Times/George Tames 
Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr., second from right, chairman of the Senate committee investi-
gating the Watergate case. With him are four of his six committee members. They 'are, 
from left: Lowell P. Weicker Jr., Connecticut Republican; Edward J. Gurney, Florida RepAlican; Howard H. Baker Jr., Tennessee Republican; and Joseph114, Montoya, New MeWo-  Democrat. Missing are Herman E. Talmadge and Daniel K. InoWe Democrats of Georgia and Hawaii, respectively. Behind Mr. Baker is Samuel Dash, general counsel. 

fending the President, and I 
did." 	. • 

But:he said that he was the 
Watergate inquiry as a different 
matter. 
brajwant to see that it is as 
nonpartisan as possible, -but I 
certainly want to bring -,out 
every last piece of informa-
tion;" he said. 
—Senator Gurney, a conserva- 

tive, was. elected in 1968 as the 
first Republican Senator from 
Florida. since Reconstrii4tion. A 
nativb Of`Maine and a graduate 
of the Harvard Law School, he 
moved to Florida and went into 
law practice in 1948. Now 59 
years old, he served three terms 
in the-House before moving on 
to the,Senate. 

Mr. Gurney said he had asked 
to be :on the Watergate'commit-
tee because "investigative work 
is my favorite kind of Senate 
work." 

LOWELL P. WEICKER JR.. 
When Senator Weicker told 

a ificews conference last week 
that he believed that the blame 
fOr the Watergate affair Went 
deep inside the White House, 
it.twas not the first time the 
Connecticut Republican had 
taken a stance against Presi-
dent Nixon. 

He has taken a liberal posi-
tion on most domestic legisla 
tion—against proposals to limit 
busing for school desegregation, 
fdr increased Federal aid for 
Mass transit and against build-
ing a supersonic airplane. But, 
Ater campaigning in 1970 (man 
antiwar platform, lie defended 
Mr. Nixon's policies during the 
Cambodian invasion. 

The son of a wealthy 'in-
clustrialist, Senator Weicker, 
now 41 years old, attended the 
Lawrenceville School, 'Yale Uni-
Versity and the University of 
Virginia Law School. He served 
One,term in the House before 
being elected to the Senate in 
1970.. 

In 'explaining why he sought 
Membership on the Watergate 
Committee, he said: 

"I'm a professional politician. 
Because of things like the 
Watergate, people have lost 

m politicians, and I want 
to 'see that changed. The; only 
thing that will convince ther4 
to respect politicians is to bring 
dirty business like the Water- ' 
gate out in the open." 


