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Nixon Standi  
For Gray Is 
Reaffirmed 
SAN CLEMENTE — (AP) 

— The Western White House 
yesterday reaffirmed Presi-
dent Nixon's support for L. 
Patrick Gray, his nominee 
as FBI director, rejecting 
reports that the job had 
been offered to Justice De-
partment official Henry E. 
Peterson. 

The St. P a ul Pioneer 
Press said yesterday that 
Nixon had abandoned hope 
that Gray's nomination 
would be approved by the 
Senate. 

The newspaper said 
sources in the Justice De-
partment and Senate Judi-
ciary Committee had con-
firmed that Peterson, now 
acting assistant attorney 
general in charge of the 
criminal division, would be 
nominated as Gray's re-
placement. 

"We support the Gray 
nom-nation," responded 
Deputy White House Press 
Secretary.  Gerald Warren. 
The Justice Department also 
denied the story. 

HENRY E. PETERSON 
New name in FBI race 
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The newspaper said ad-
ministration officials d i s-
cussed the Peterson nomina-
tion with Sen. James East-
land, chairman of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, and 
two leaders in the fight to 

- block Gray's nomination -
Senate Majority Whip Rob-
ert Byrd (Dem-W. Va.) and 
Sen. Sam Ervin (Dem-N.C.) 

Byrd, asked in Washington, 
D.C., about the report, said 
he had had no contact at all 
with the administration re-
garding a possible change in 
the Gray nomination. 


