
I 	said the prosecution of- 
fered to accept a plea to three 

! of the eight counts against 
him—conspiracy, burglary and 

like that, one has to question 
his credibility." 

The second offer to McCord, 
according to Silbert, was made 
during the trial's first week. 
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information that mcCorct nad 
provided coOdentially to him 
on Friday and Saturday: Two 
other sources disputed this 
and said McCord was not an- 
gry about - the leaks but 
wanted to expedite his testi-
mony. 

Fiveof .the seven Watergate 
committee members' :voted for 
a eloseddoor session with Mc-
Cord, according to reliable 
sources. Sen. Joseph M. Mon-
toya (D-N. Mex.) abstained and 
Sen. Lowell P. Weicker (R-
Conn.) voted against the ses-
sion because he wanted it to 
be public, the sources said. 

Today's session will begin at 
1:30 p.m. with Baker presid-
ing. Ervin will be out of town 
because of the death of a 
brother. 

Baker said yesterday that it 
was "in everybody's best inter-
est" to expedite McCord's tes-
timony. He said committee 
members would ask McCord 
questions that "range over a 
wide spectrum," apparently 
covering allegations of a 
broader campaign of political 
espionage 'and subotage in ad-
dition to the Watergate bug-
ging. 

Both Democratic and Re-
publican senators on the Wa-
tergate committee have ex-
pressed concern over McCord's 
tions being publicized and ap-
parently feel strongly that 
the matter must he aired as 
soon as possible to give Dean 
and Magruder an opportunity 
to respond. 

Both Dean and Magruder 
have denied any advance 
knowledge or involvement in 
the Watergate bugging. Presi-
dent Nixon last summer had 
`Dean conduct an internal 
White House investigation of 
the Watergate , bugging, and 

House aides of involvement. 
On Monday, after McCord's 

allegations a p p e ared in the 
Los Angeles Times, the Presi-
dent telephoned Dean and ex-
pressed "absolute and total 
confidence" in him. 

McCord is scheduled to ap-.. 
pear in an4heroivate session 
on Thursd'ay with U.S. Dis-
trict Chief Judge John J. Si-
rica, who presided at the 
Watergate trial in January 
when McCord and six others 
stood trial. 

Attention in the Senate and 
Justice Department probes of 
the Watergate has focused on 
McCord since his letter to 
Judge Sirica was read in open 
court Friday. In the letter, 
McCord charged that he had 
knowledge of "perjury," "poli-
tical pressure" and the involve-
ment of others in the Water-
gate bugging. 

Dash and Thompson met 
with Judge 'Sirica and the 
three government prosecutors 
yesterday, apparently to dis-
cuss McCord's role in the on-
going investigations. 

It is not known whether 
McCord will be given immu- 
nity from additional prosecu-
tion or a lighter sentence be-
cause of his cooperation. 

Meanwhile, in U.S. District 
Court yesterday, Hunt ap- 
peared before the grand jury 
after Judge Sirica gave his per-
mission to the government to 
call the former White House 
aide and the four Miami defend-

* ants who followed Hunt in 
pleading guilty to the charges 
against them last January. 

Hunt testified for about an 
hour and 20 minutes, but nei- 
ther his lawyers nor govern-
ment prosecutors would com-
ment on what questions he 
was asked or what his respon-
ses were. 

On Monday, when convicted 
Watergate defendant G. Gor- 
don Liddy testified and in- 
voked 'the Fifth . Amendment 
in response to ':DLO questions, 
Sirica was asked by the govern-
ment to confer immunity from 
prosecution on Liddy and order 
him to testify. 

No similar request was 
made by the government yes-
terday. Hunt is to resume his 
testimony this, morning. 

, Hunt's lawyer, William 0. 
Bittman, and principal Assist-

, ant U.S. Attorney' Earl J. Sil- 
, 
, 
 bert were both asked whether 

it would be necessary to give 
Hunt immunity from further 
prosecution to have him an-

; swer questions. 
Each responded, "I don't 

know." Bittman, who was 
' given a small room next to the 
grand jury room while Hunt 
testified, said Hunt conferred 
with him "two or three times" 
during the 80-minute session. 

TheSenate's Watergate in-
vestigating committee will 
meet today in a closed-door 
session to take sworn testi. 
mony from convicted bugging 
conspirator Jam W. McCord 
Jr. 

Sen. Howard H. Baker (11- 
Tenn.), the ranking minority 
member of the Senate select 
committee, said McCord's se-
cret testimony would be fol-
lowed within "a matter of 
weeks" by public hearings. '.•; 

Sen. Sam J. Ervin (D-N.C.), 
the chairman of the seven-
member committee, said Mc- • 
Cord has been called to a pri-
vate session because "I've al-
ways been of the conviction 
that you ought not to put a 
man in a public chair unless 
you know what he's going to!.  
say." 

According to reliable Senate 
sources, McCord has named 
two presidential assistants as 
haying had advance knowl-
edge of the bugging of the 
Democratic headquarters at 
the Watergate last June 17. 
McCord named presidential 
counsel John W. Dean III and 
former White House aide Jeb 
Stuart Magruder in confiden- 
tial sessions with the commit-
tee's chief counsel, the sources 
said. 

Meanwhile, another Water- 

gate conspirator, E., Howard 
Hunt Jr., yesterday appeared 
before the federal grand jury, 
which has reopened its probe. 
It could not be learned if 
Hunt is cooperating with the 
government. He is scl*duled 
to reappear before the grand 
jury again today. 

The arrangements for to-
day's meeting: were made 
hastily yesterday, in response 
to a request by McCord that 
he no longer lie questioned 
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in private by the committee 
staff and instead be put under 
oath immediately and ques-
tioned 'by members of the 
Senate. 

McCord met Monday night 
with the committee's two top 
staff aides, Samuel Dash and 
Fred Thompson, and requested 
that such sworn testimony be 
taken either privately by Erv-
in or by all seven committee 
members, in either a public 
or private session. 

One source said that Mc-
Cord accused Dash of leaking 

Although Bittman refused 
I to discuss Hunt's testimony I,  
yesterday, the attorney said: 
that Hunt's position is the 
same now as it was when he 
pleaded guilty on Jan. 11. 
Hunt told reporters then that 
if called to testify before the 
grand jury and asked if "high- 
er-ups were involved" or if 
there was a wider conspiracy, 
"I would testify as following, 
gentleman, that to my person-
al knowledge there was not." 

Austin Mittler, another law-
yer for Hunt, also denied an 
assertion attributed to Mc-
Cord in news reports that 
Hunt exerted pressure on the 
four Miami defendants to 
have them plead guilty and re-
main silent. Mittler said Hunt 
did not exert pressure on 
them and pressure was not 
put on Hunt to induce 'his 
plea. ' 

Silbert, replying to pub-
lished reports that McCord 
said he was never offered a 
lesser sentence by the 'prose-
cution in return for cooperat-
ing with the government, is-
sued a three-page statement 
yesterday asserting that the 
government had twice at-
tempted to bargain with Mc-
Cord, and that McCord had re-
jected both attempts. 

The first approach, on Oct. 
25, was made through Mc-
Cord's lawyers. If McCord 
would plead, guilty before the 
Nov. elect.ion and testify in 
open court about "all the per-
sons 'involved in the so-called 
Watergate incident," the gov-
ernhient would accept Mc-
Cord's guilty plea to one count 
—conspiracyt--dismissing the 
other seven counts against 
him, according to prosecution 
sovces. Such an action ?mould 
have reduced the maximum 
possible sentence from 45 
years to five years. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Seymour Glanzer said the gov-
ernment wanted McCord's 
public testimony before the 
election "because there was 
intense public pressure to 
have it out before the election. 
We were sensitive to that." 

Glanzer, apparently unim-
pressed with statements Mc- 
Cord has made to Senate in-
vestigators about others in-
volved, said, "Obviously, when 
a person comes on belatedly 



have come out indicate less 
that whole-hearted coopera-
tion'ty the administration, yet 
that kind of effort was prom-
ised." 

"We are coming to the mo-
ment of truth about Watergate 
and I ,Ikbpe we get that mo-
ment of truth," said the New 
York conservative. "If there 
is a crime involved, I would 
like to see it exposed." 

The Associated Press report- 

Republican leaders, John Tow- 
er of Texas and Norris Cotton 
of New Hampshire, said they 
hope President Nixon will re-
verse himself and allow White 
House counsel Jahn W. Dean 
III to testify before the Senate 
select committee investigating 
the Watergate. 

Tower is chairman of the 
Senate GOP Policy Commit-
tee and Cotton is chairman of 
the Senate Republican Confer-ed yesterday that two Senate ence. 

illegal wirdaPPing==bdt told 
McRord the plea would have 
no effect on the government's 
recommendation for sentenc-
ing. 

Contributing to this arti-
cle were Washington Post 
staff writers Carl Bern-
stein, 

 
 Bob Woodward and 

Lawrence Meyer. 

Buckley Wants Truth 
On Watergate Case 

United Press International 
Sen. James L. Buckley 

(Cons-R-N.Y.), one of Presi-
dent Nixon's strongest sup-
porters in the Senate, said yes-
terday it was time to disclose 
the whole truth about the bug-
ging of the Watergate head-
quarters of the Democratic 
Party. 

"I don't think anything 
should be kept under the ta-
ble," Buckley told a news con-
ference. "I want to know what 
happened ... The reports that 


