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Martha Mitchell Upset 
Over McCo-  d'o Arreg 

• 

By Bob Woodward 
- and Carl Bernstein 

Washington Post Staff Writers 
The arrest of James W. McCord Jr. 

inside the Democrats' Watergate head-
quarters last June 17. triggered Martha 
Mitchell's ultimatum that her husband, 
former Attorney General John N. Mit-
chell, leave politics, according to relia-
ble Republican sources. 

These sources gave the following ac-
count of the events leading up to the 
ultimatum she issued publicly fiye 
days later: 

On June 17, when Mitchell,  and one 
of Iris closest aides, Fred LaRue, 
learned of the Watergate arrests, they 
realized that Mrs. Mitchell would be 
upset because she knew and liked Mc-
Cord very much. As the security chief 
to the President's re-election commit-
tee, McCord had supplied the Mit-
chells with security guards. 

The Mitchells were in California that 
weekend to attend several fund-raising 
and celebrity parties for the Presi- 
dent's re-election. Mitchell was the 
campaign manager. After being told of 
McCord's arrest by phone, Mitchell 
"started planting the seed. with Mar-
tha that maybe she should stay out in 
California and get some sun and not 
come.back to Washington as planned." 
in the words of one of the sources. 

Mitchell and LaRue decided not to 
tell Mrs. Mitchell about McCord's ar- 
rest and hoped "to make a getaway 
back to Washington before she 
learned," one of the other sources said. 

They managed to keep the informa-
tion from her on Sunday, June 18, 
even though the radio and TV carried 
the news. Mitchell, in fact, issued a 
statement about McCord's arrest from 
California. 

That statement gave no hint' of the 
relationship between the Mitchells and 
McCord. 
- - 

It ,said in part, "The person involved 
(McCord's name was not used) is the 
proprietor of a private security agency 
who was employed by our committee 
months ago to assist with the installa- 
tion of our security system., He has, as 
we understand it, a number of busi- 
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ness cents and interests and we have 
no knefvvIedge of thoserelationShips." 

Testimony at the -Watergate trial, 
however, showed that McCord was a 
full-time employee of the Nixon com-
mittee from January to Junk 17 and 
that the Nixon committee and the -Tie-
publican National Committee were the 
only clients of his security firm, Mc-
Cord Associates. 

MARTHA MITCHELL 
... she  found out 

The sources said that Mitchell and 
Lalite were packing to, return to 
WasTington, afraid Mrs. 'Mitchell 
would see the morning papers. They 
ordered them thrown away. 

After Mitchell and LaRue left, Mrs.! 
Mitchell asked her security guard, 
Steve King, to get the newspaperS. 
"Witen Martha read the papers and 
saw what happened and saw that john 
had been quoted about McCord, she 
blew up," said one source who had 
talked to Mitchell later about the.Mei-, 
dent,„ 

Iccetxrdhlg' ter-the sources, King and 
Mitchell's secretary Lea — Jablonsky 
then had three days of intense' diffi-

,„culty with Mrs. Mitchell. 
On Thursday, Jane 22, Mrs. Mitchell 

made her famous' call to UPI reporter 
Helen Thomas from California• ean-
nouncing that she would leave her hus-
band unless he gaire mi politics. 

"They left me in California with ab-
solutely no information. They don't 
want me , to talk," Mrs. Mitchell told 
UPI. 

In another call Sunday, June 25, 
Mrs. Mitchell—then at the Westches-
ter Country Club in Rye, N.Y.—said 
she was a "political prisoner .. . I love 
my inaband very much, but I'm not go-
ing testand for all those dirty things 
that go on." 

A week later Mitchell resigned as 
the President's campaign manager, cit-
ing his desire to be with his family. 

The Reptitircan -sources said that it 
is very doubtful that Mrs. Mitchell, 
then or now, has any information 
about the Watergate bugging. 	, 

In4  addition to LaRue, the others 
withe the Mitchells in California that 
weeiend were Robert C. Mardian, the 
former head of the Justice-'Depart-
ment; internal security divisiom, Mrs. 
Malliielivieb Stuart Magrue No.• 
2 map at the Nixon■ 	commit-I-de, and 
Mrs. gis gruder. 

On Sunday, Mitchell ordered Magru-. 
der to fly back to Washington tuhegin 
an inquiry into the Watergate btigging. 
Delayed in' Chicago en route, Magru-
der chartered an airplane from Chi-
cago to Washington. 

lVIeCord has been one of the most en-
igmatic figures in the Watergate case. 
He 'was a high-level building security 
expert for the CIA for 19 year until 
1970 when he retired. Previously he 
had been an FBI agent. 

A lifttenant colonel in the Air Force 
reserve, MeCord 54, projects the image 
of a friendly but steel-jawed, tight-lip-
ped government man; On occasion he 
called reporters "Sir" • as he strolled 
the halls of the U.S..,Courthouse dur-
ing recesses at the Watergate trial. 

McCord's friends and coworkers de-
scribe him as a calm, sensible techni-
cian interested in people, his commu-
nity (Rockville) and his church. 

At the Watergate trial, Magruder, 
the deputy campaign manager for the 
Nixon campaign, testified that McCord 
was "one of our more' outstandint era- 
ployees." ' 

Other Republican sources said Mc-
Cord . . was hard working and always 
paid attention to detail, following or- 
ders almost,.to a fault;  

It was disclosed last year that Mc-
Cord conducted a lirelirninaty:!--investi-
.gation of syndicated columnist Jack 
Anderson and drafted a two-page con-
fidential memo on Anderson's business 
and 'social relationship with Anna 
Chennault. 
'Mrs. Chennault, the Chinese-born 

widow of Gen. Claire Lee Chennault -of 
the Flying Tigers, was a member of 
the Republican National Finance Corn-
mittee and the D.C. Republican Cen-
tral Committee. 

McCOrd also leased an office in 
downtown Washington last spring next 
to Sen. Edmund S. Muskie's presiden-
tial campaign headquarters. 

Muskie was the chief target of an 
elaborate campaign of political espio-
nage and sabotage conceived in the 
White House and ` conducted against , 
thtDemocratic presidential candidates 
in 1;̀ 1971-?2, according to federal 
sources. 


