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Nixon Says 
Aides Should 
Not Testify  

IV.) . Times Service,  

Washington 
In a policy statement 

on the use of "executive 
privilege," President Nix-
on said yesterday that both members and former members of his personal 
staff should decline to 
make a formal appear-_. 
ance before a committee' of the congress. 

The statement indicated 
that Mr. Nixon is ruling out any appearance before 
'Congress of John W. Dean' 
III, the President's legal 
counsel, and a former White House aide, Dwight L. Chap: in. in the continuing inquiry 
into political sabotage dur-
ing last year's presidential 
race. 

"A member or former member of the President's 
personal staff normally shall 
follow the well-established precedent and decline 'a re: 
quest for a formal appear-, 
nace before a committee of 
the Congress," Mr. Nixon: said. 

"At the same time," he continued, "It will continue 
to be my policy to provide 
all necessary and relevant .  information through infor-
mal contacts between my present staff and commit-tees of the Congress in ways which preserve intact the' 
constitutional se,paration of . the branches." 

, 
in .rage I 

cratie National headquar-
ters'' in the Watergate corn-

; plex, but also in the evolve-
ment of _"presidential 
ernment" — the drawing of 
more authority and deci-
Sion-making away from the 
departments and into the 
White House, where t h e 
President cane  curtail the 
extent of Congressional and 
public access. 

Mr. Nixon's 1000-word 
statement o n the issue, 
promised by the President 

gin his January 31 and March 
3 news conferences, was de-
signed to clarify the White :House position. 

Although he promised not 
to use the privilege "as a 
sh4elcl to mevent embarrass-ing information from being made available," the thrust 
of the statement was not likely to stop. accusations 
that he has extended use of 
the privilege beyond that of 
any previous President, par-ticularly in protecting ad-
ministration officials well 

$, down the line of authority. 
"The manner in which the 

:President personally exer-
cises his assigned executive 
powers is not subject to 
questioning b y another 
branch of government," Mr. 
Nixon said. "If the Presi-
dent is not subject to such 
questioning, it is equally in 
appropriate that members 
of his staff not be so ques-
tioned. for their roles are in effect an extension of the 
presidency." 

/ On the Watergate case, 
Mr. Nixon was asked March 
3 if he would object to Dean 
appearing before a congres-
sional committee in the Wa-
iergate case. 

"Of course," Mr. Nixon 
replied. "It is executive priv-
ilege." 

Dean was present. when 
FBI agents questioned White 
House staff members about 
alleged political espionage, 
and the Senate Judiciary 
Committee is expected to 
vote later this week to ask 
him to testify. 

Mr. Nixon's position re-
garding his present counsel 
came as no surprise. But his 
statement yesterday seemed 
to extend the use of the priv-
ilege by including former aides. 

Chapin, who resigned ear-
lier thiS year as a deputy 
special assistant to the Pres-
ident, may be asked tO testi-
fy in the Watergate inquiry. There has been testimony 
before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee that Chapin had 
made payments from Re-
publican campaign funds to 
a man allegedly hired to conduct political sabotage 
against Democratic candi-
dates. 

BUGGING 
The use of "executive priv-ilege" has recently become a heated issue, not only in regard to congressional ef-

forts to find out about possi-
ble White House involve-
ment in last year's bugging and break-in at the Demo- 
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