
involvement in last year's 
Watergate bugging and break- 
in case but also in the evolve-
ment of Presidential govern-
ment — the drawing of more 
authority and decision-making 
away from the departments 
and into the White House, 
where the President can curtail 
the extent of Congressional and 
public access. 

Mr. Nixon's 1,000-word state-
ment on the issue, promised by 
the President in his Jan. 31 
and 1Vfarch 3 news conferences, 
was 	signed to clarify-. the 
White House position. 

Alt&gh he promised not 
to use.  the prvilege "as a shield 
to prevent embarrassing infor-
mation from being made avail-
able,'I  the thrust of the state-
men.  was not likely to stop 
accusations that he has _exten-
ded use of the privilege' beyond 
that-Of any previous PreSident, 
partiCularly in protecting-lAd-
ministration officials well down 
the 1Me of authority. 

„kenators Weigh Reque 
, "The manner in which' the 
President personally exercises 

this 'assigned executive powers 
Is pot subject to questioning 
by another branch of gOVern-
ment," Mr. Nixon said. "If the•
Preiident is not subject to such 
questioning, it is equally inap-
propriate that members of his 
staff '-not be so questioned, for 
their roles are in effect an ex-
tension of the Presidency." 

On the watergate case Mr. 
Nixon was asked March 3 if he 
would object to Mr. Dean's ap-
pearing before a Congressional 
committee. 

"Of course," Mr. Nixon said. 
"It is executive privilege." 

Mr. Dean .was present when 
Federal Bureau of Invesflgation 
agents questioned White House 
staff members abotit alleged 
political espionage, and the Sen- 
Continued on Page 17, Column 6 
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NIXON SAYS AIDE 
11, ILL NOT TESTIFY 

BEFORE CONGRESS 
MAR 13  1973.   

Policy Statement Indicates 
Dean and Chapin Will Bar 
Questions on Watergate 

LONG PRECEDENT CITED 

Former Members of Staff 
Covered by the Ruling—

Informal Help Vowed 

Mines 	 
By JOHN HERBERS 

Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, March 12 — 
In a policy statement on the 
use of executive privilege, Pres-
ident Nixon said today that 
members and former members 
of his personal staff would de-
cline to make any formal ap-
pearances before Congressional 
committees. 

The statement indicated that 
Mr. Nixon was ruling out an 

Excerpts from the statement 
are printed on Page 16. 

appearance before Congress of 
John W. Dean 3d, the Presi- 
dent's counsel, and Dwight L. 
Chapin, a former White House 
aide, in the continuing inquiry 
into political sabotage during 
last year's Presidential race. 

"A member or former mem-
ber of the President's personal 
staff normally shall follow the 
well-established precedent and 
decline a request for a formal 
appearance gefore a committee 
of the Congress," Mr. Nixon 
said. 

"At the same time," he con-
tinued, "it will continue to be 
my policy to 'provide all neces-
sary and relevant information 
through informal contacts be-
tween my present staff, and 
committees of the Congress in 
ways Which preterve intact the 
constitutional separation qf•,the 
branches."  s 

A' Controversial PractMe - ..,,, 
The use of executive pri/Ifffige 

has become a heated issue re-
cently, not only in regard to 
Congressional efforts to find 
out about possible White House 

Continued From Page 1, Col. 8 
ate Judiciary Committee is ex-
pected to vote later this week 
to ask him to testify. 

Mr. Nixon's position regard-ing his present counsel came 
as no surprise. But his state-ment today seemed to extend the use of the privilege by in-cluding former aides.. 

Mr. Chapin, who resigned 
earlier this year as a. deputy 
special assistant to the Presi-dent and returned to private 
life, may be asked ̂ to testify 
in the Watergate inquiry. There 

allegedly hired to conduct 

hsaensibteeen.Ttuedsitimciaroyny Choefmomreitthteee 

that Mr. Chapin made payments 
from Reiublican campaign funds 
o Donald H. Segretti, who was 

po-
litical' sabotage against Demo-
cratic candidates. 

Ronald L. Ziegler, the White 
House press secretary, ques-
tioned about the President's 

istatement, said the use of ex-
ecutive privilege by former 
aides had been used in other 
Administrations, but he was un-
ble to<  provide specific pre-

cedehts. 
Mr. b/ixon in his statement 

and Mr. Ziegler inimpa press )briefing contended that the Nix-on White House was not ex-
tending the use of executive 
,privilege in any way. 

The issue was discussed at 
length last Thursday at a 
Congres4ional conferenci that 
brought two dozen historians, 
politicak scientists and other 
scholars to Washington to dis-
cuss the struggle. 

Arthur Bestor, history profes-
sor at the University of Wash-
ington, said that executive priv-
ilege was not sanctioned by the 
Constitution nor provided for 
by parliamentary precedent. 

Raoul Berger, the Charles 
Warren senior fellow at Har-
vard Law School, agreed that 
executive privilege was "a 
myth." He said that Congress 
shoufd test it by calling the 
S&tetary of State to Capitol 
Hill and demandingidocuments 
and, if they were not. • ovided, 
citing him for conte 	of Con- 
gress. 


