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WASHINGTON — Senate in- 
vestigators suspect that the same 
"Mission: Impossible" team arrested 

at the Watergate may also have 
broken into the Chilean embassy 
several weeks earlier. And three 
Chilean diplomats in New York City, 
the investigators discovered, have 
been victims of similar, mysterious 
break-ins. 

In a memo intended for the eyes 
only of senators investigating ITT's 
opei-ations in Chile, staff director 
Jerry Levinson reported: "A source 
with excellent contacts in the Cuban 
community told the subcommittee 
staff that Frank Sturgis had told other 
people that he and Martinez and 
Gonzales, two other Watergate defen-
dants, had broken into the Erribassy 
to photograph documents." 

Of the New York City break-ins, the 
memo stated: "We ... learned from 
highly reliable government sources 
that the Watergate defendants were 
reported to have been 'working out of 
the Taft Hotel' in New York City, that 
the Cuban community knew they had 
worked together on CIA jobs over a 
number of years, and that Sturgis and 
Hal Hendrix of ITT's Public Relations 
Department had known each other 
for years."Levinson was cautious, 
however, about implicating ITT in the 
alleged Chilean caper. "The staff of 
the subcommittee," he reported, "has 
developed a number of leads 
suggesting a relationship between 
ITT and the team which was arrested 
at the Watergate." But he stressed 
"that the case outlined in this 
memorandum is tircumstanti4L and 
that there is no h&c] evidence Of ITT 
involvement." 

Suspicious Circumstances 
Here, however, is *the circumstan-

tial case, which the subcommittee 
staff has pieced together from jigsaw 

pieces of intelligence: "Government 
and non-government sources alike 
have told us that the Cuban exile 
community has a pool of talent which 

was trained by the CIA and is 
available for 'dirty tricks.' This* talent 
has been used at one time or another 
by a number of federal agencies for 
missions of questionable legality in-
side and outside of the United States. 

"Federal sources report the 
Cubans to be absolutely loyal, 
fanatically anti-Communist and 
willing to take any risk. It is also likely 
that when 'teams' were assembled for 
operations, only one or perhaps two 
members knew who had requested 
and was financing the operation. 

"Washington business and political 
sources report that about eight 
months before the Watergate arrest, 
E. Howard Hunt let it be known 
around the city that he had a 'team' 
available for 'Mission: Impossible' 
assignments and that the team would 
be willing to work for private clients. 

"It is possible that E. Howard Hunt, 
acting as the contractor for the 'team,' 
had more than one client and that a 
second client was ITT which was 
interested in obtaining information 
about its negotiations over the fate of 
its investment in the Chilean.  
Telephone Company. The members 
of the team may have been recruited, 
thinking they were doing a patriotic 
thing to block a 'Communist' govern-
ment. 

Strange Links 
"ITT is the only likely contractor for 

operations against the Chileans. It 
claims to have an investment worth 
$153 million in the Chilean Telephone 
Company; it knew that documents 
were leaking from its files; it asked the 
Chilean government to move 
negotiations from Santiago to 
Washington." 

We reported last week on other  

strange links between the ITT and 
Watergate scandals. We noted, for 
example, that acting FBI Chief L. 
Patrick Gray and convicted 
Watergate felon E. Howard Hunt had 
been involved in an abortive effort to 
discredit the famous Dita Beard 
memo, which tied a $400,000 political 
pledge from ITT with a settlement of 
its antitrust troubles. 

The Washington Post reported that 
Hunt, apparently disguised in an 
askew red wig, went to Denver to talk 
to Mrs. Beard about renouncing the 
memo. We reported that Gray, 
meanwhile, turned the original 
memo over to ITT for its experts to try 
to discredit. 

Gray refused to comment when we 
called the FBI for his response. 
Questioned by senators under oath, 
- 	- 

ITT & Watergate 
however, he testified that he ad not 
turned the memo over to ITT 
directly but had delivered it to White 
House aide John Dean. It was the 
White House, in other words, that not 
only dispatched the bewigged Hunt to 
Denver but also passed the document 
to ITT. 

Close Cooperation 
This makes the story even more 

sordid. It shows that the White House, 
while denying any involvement with 
ITT, was working closely with the 
giant conglomerate to discredit the 
Dita Beard memo. 

The Chilean Embassy burglary was 
investigated by the FBI, which dis-
missed it as routine. But Senate in-
vestigators disagree. "Careful in-
vestigation of the circumstances 
leads us to the conclusion," Levinson 
wrote, "that it was not routine. 

"Valuable office equipment and 
cash were left untouched. The Am-
bassador's office and the office of the 
First Secretary were both searched 
and files were inspected. The thieves 
walked past several more attractive 
offices to get to the First Secretary's 
office, suggesting they knew where 
they were going." The burglarizing of 
the New York apartments of Chilean 
diplomats were described in the 
memo as "similar clean break-ins". 

Footnote: Jerry Levinson refused to 
comment on his memo, which he said 
wasn't intended for publication. An 
ITT spokesman called the allegations 
about Hunt "absolutely and totally 
untrue." He said ITT had never hired 
Hunt for any purpose. 
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