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and Watergate scandals

“connected, probing reveals

WASHINGTON — The more you try to
unravel the Watergate scandal, the more
strands you find entangled with the ITT
scandal. And the more- difficult ‘it becomes
to distinguish those who violated the law
from those who are supposed to uphold the
law.

It was almost exactly a year ago, for

Jack Anderson

example, that Atty. Gen. Richard Klein-
dienst reopened his confirmation hearings in
an effort to explain away the ITT scandal.
During the stormy hearings, he turned all
ITT matters over to his deputy, L. Patrick
Gray. Now a year later, Gray is facing his

own confirmation hearing to become FBI di--

rector.

The key document in the ITT affair was
the astonishing memorandum written by ITT
lobbyist Dita Beard, which suggested an an-
titrust settlement was linked to a $400,000
political commitment from ITT. .

The memo hecame such an embarrass-
ment that the White House belatedly tried to
claim it was a fake. The Washington Post
reported that ‘E. Howard Hunt was dis-
patched to Denver to talk to Mrs. Beard. -

‘Eerie’ stranger

Her son, Robert Beard, confirmed that a
“very eerie” stranger, wearing “a red wig
on cockeyed like he put it on in a dark car,”
called on his mother. Subsequently, Hunt
was arrested in connection with the Water-
gate break-in and a similar wig was found in
one of the rooms rented by the Watergate
conspirators,.

The Washington Post also reported that
Hunt’s trip to Denver “was part of an effort

". .. to discredit the Dita Beard memo” and

led in part to her statement claiming it was
a forgery three weeks after she had ac-
knowledged its authenticity. .
While the bewigged Hunt was pressing
Mrs. Beard for her statement, Senate Judici-
ary chairman James Eastland slipped the

memo to the Justice Department for an FBI

~ analysis. This was done secretly without the

knowledge of the other committee members.

The FBI confirmed that the memo was writ-

ten on Dita Beard’s typewriter and that the
typewriter ribbon was the same one in use
the day the memo was dated.

But meanwhile, the document mysteri-
cusly turned up in the possession of ITT.
Eastland later made clear that he had di-
rected that the document should not leave
the FBI’s control.

At Gray's direction

Our sources say, however, that the
memo was slipped to ITT by the Justice

- Department at, Gray’s direction. When ' the

committee staff at one point attempted to
retrieve the document, we are told, they
couldn’t get it back right away because
Gray was .stalling to give ITT more time
with the document.

ITT had it examined by a couple of
dubious “experts,” who concluded that it was
written later than it was dated and, there-

. fore, was a fake. Thus, Hunt and Gray ap-
‘pear to have been working in tandem to

discredit the memo. Hunt has gone to jail
for his Watergate work; Gray has been ap-
pointed FBI chief.

‘Get Anderson’ effort

The Washington Post also reported:
“During this period, the White House was
growing “increasingly concerned about the
impact of the ITT allegations and had
launched a major effort to discredit column-
ist Jack Anderson. . . .”

This effort was directed largely by the
same “Mission: Impossible” team that was
later caught in the Watergate scandal. James
McCord, then President Nixon’s campaign
security chief, investigated us and submitted '
memos to Hunt. :

Hunt and McCord, instead of discrediting

- s, wound up discredited. Both were convict-

ed at the Watergate trial and the effort to:
discredit us was taken over by Gray and the
FBI. ; *




