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Senate Watergate Investigation 
s Set  Up  by Party-line Vote 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Re-
jecting Republican attempts 
to expand its focus, the Sen-
ate has voted to form a spe-
cial committee to investigate 
the Watergate bugging inci-
dent and other allegations of 
GOP political espionage 
against Democrats in 1972. 

The vote Wednesday was 77 
to 0 after Republican senators 
failed to gain equal member-
ship on the panel and to 
broaden its inquiry to include 
charges-  of Democratic mis-
deeds in the 1964 and 1968 
campaigns. 

Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr., 
D-N.C., who has been desig-
nated chairman, said the com-
mittee pr o b ably won't be 
ready to begin public hearings 
for a couple of months. 

Members of the panel will 
be named by Senate Demo-
cratic Leader Mike Mansfield 
and Republican Leader Hugh 
Scott. 

White House Press Secre-
tary Ronald L. Ziegler has 
pledged administration coop-
eration with any nonpartisan 
investigation. The Whit& 
House was reported to favor 
an evenly divided committee. 

Two former of ficials of 
President Nixon's re-election 
campaign were convicted by a 
U.S. District Court Jan. 30 of 
conspiracy, burglary and wire-
tapping in connection with 
the break-in and bugging of 
quarters in the Watergate 
complex in Washington. Five 
other persons, including a for-
mer Nixon security man, 
plead ed guilty to similar 
charges early in the trial. 

Democrats initiated the con-
gressional probe, saying the 
trial failed to investigate the 
bugging, partly because the 
Nixon administration's Justice 
Department was reluctant to 
fully probe allegations that 
high-ranking White House offi-
cials approved the operation. 
• Debate on the resolution 
Wednesday often was acri-
monious with Republicans ac-
cusing the Democrats of 
trying to stack the. committee 
so they could conduct a parti-
san probe aimed solely at dis-
crediting the GOP. 

At one point in the debate, 
Scott threatened "to leave the 
whole thing to the majority" 
and let the American people 

see that the probe is "a part- 

san political effort to extract 
the last bit of juice from an 
already squeezed lemon—and 
lemon it is." 

But Mansfield said today 
that any suggestions that the 
probe will be unfair or parti-
san is, in effect, a slur on 
Ervin since the panel will 
have three Republicans and 
four Democrats, including'Er-
yin. 

"Any suggestion that the 
committee will be partisan or 
unfair must derive from the 
notion that Sen. Ervin will be 
partisan o r irresponsible," 
Mansfield told reporters, add-
ing he picked the North Caro-
lina senator to avoid any 
suggestion of unfairness. 

He said he hopes to meet 
with Ervin later in the day to 
pick the other three Demo-
crats for the panel. Scott said 
he also hopes to make an an-
nouncement on members later 
in the day. 

Earlier, Republicans lost 
two attempts by Sen. Howard 
Baker, R-Tenn., to split the 
committee evenly with three 
Democrats and three Republi-
cans, and another by Sen. Ed- 
	 ward Gurney, R-Fla., to ex- 

tend the probe to inclucle the 
1964 and 1968 presidential 
campaigns. It finally was de-
cided to boost the committee's 
membership from the original 
five to seven, but with Demo-
crats still in the majority. 

The votes were 45 to 35 and 
44 to 36 against the two Baker 
amendments, and 44 to 32 
against Gurney's. Voting went 
along almost-str aight party 
lines. 


