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Two newsmen accused the 
government yesterday of har-
assing 'and intimidating them 
because of confidential inter- 
views they obtained as work-
ing reporters. 

Testifying before a House 
Judiciary subcommittee, New 
York Times reporter Earl 
Caldwell said he had been 
"hounded" by the FBI for in-
formation about the Black 
Panthers that he was given in 

'confidence. 
Eventually served with a 

subpoena to compel ,his testi-
mony, Caldwell fought the is-
sue until the Supreme Court 
ruled last June that the First. 
Amendment's guarantee of a 
free press did not cover his 
complaints. 

The court's majority said 
that "official harassment of 
the press, undertaken not for 
purposes of law enforcement 
but to disrupt' a reporter's rel-
ationship with his news 

;sources, would have no justifi-
cation," but implied, by ruling 

against Caldwell, that his case 
failed to meet that test. 

Caldwell protested that the 
court's decision, which com-
bined his case with two others, 
"has left the press in a consti- 
tutional limbo." 

The last witness at ,yesWr-
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day's opening round of hear-
ings ,on press subpoenas, Los 
Angeles Times reporter Jack 
Nelson, testified that in his 
case, the Justice Department 
tried to suppress an interview 
he obtained last fall in connec-
tion with the Watergate bug-
ging of Democratic Party 
headquarters. 

Caldwell's ease, one of the 
first in the three-year contro-
versy over subpoenas of news-
men, stemmed from his re-
porting on the Black Panther 
Party as a San Francisco cor-
respondent for the New York 
Times. 

He said the FBI first con-
tacted him in 1969 in an effort 
to arrange a secret meeting to 
question him about the Pan-
thers. Caldwell said he re-
sisted on the grounds that 
much of what he had been 
told was confidential. And 
even if he kept those secrets, 
he hag maintained, the Pan-
thers would never confide in 
him again if they found out 
that he had talked with the 
FBI at all. 

After that, Caldwell told the 
subcommittee, the presures in-
creased to the point where 
FBI agents were calling him 
on the phone "almost daily for 
a period of several weeks." 

Finally, he said, when he 
refused to answer their calls, 
women began ringing the 
Times' bureau to ask fqr him 
and, when he answered these-
calls, FBI "agents would come 
on the phone." 

Ordered to appear before a 
federal grand jury in early 
1970, Caldwell said that at one 
point, he was called upon for 
details of interviews that-  he 
had never even written about. 

The subcommittee did not 
pursue the point,- but Caldwell 
confirmed later his conliiction 
that those "conversations were 
obiously monitored." 

The goiernmentIlleavy use 
of press subpoenas 'in early 
1970 led to promulgation that 
August of Justice Department 
guidlelines calling for more 
restraint. Nelson, hoWever, 
voiced his skepticism in the 
obviously monitored." 

An investigative reporter as-
signed to the Los Angeles 
Times' Washington bureau, he 
tape-recorded a 51/2-hour inter-
view last fall with Alfred C. 
Baldwin III, "the key govern-
ment witness in the 
(Watergate) case who testified 
about monitoring 200 tapped 
telephone calls." Nelson said 
he promised Baldwin to keep 
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ertain portions of the inter- 
iew confidential. 
Nelsen said "the govern-

ment, upon learning of the in-
erview, tried to block publica-

tion first by prior restraint, 
hreatening to withdraw Bald-

win's immunity from prosecu-
ion if the story appeared." 

After that, he said, Justice 
Department and defense attor-
neys joined inAe,Oring a 
`gag" rule on AaRtgate wit-
nesses frotrthTlrial judge. 
"The prosecutors,V Nelson 
continued, "told Baldwin he 
faced possible prosecution and 
a contempt of court proceed-
ing if the story,  Appeared." 

Despite this "government in-
timidation of its source," the 
Times printed the story Oct. 5, 
Nelson said. 

"Six days after the Baldwin 
story appeared, Earl J. Silbert, 
the chief prosecutor, bold me I 
would have to pro/nee the 
tapes. He said, 'If We don't 
subpoena you, the defense 
will,' " Nelson said. 

A defense attorney did just 
that, with the government sti-
pulating that it had no objec-
tion, The step led to the brief 
jailing of "the -Lo.§ Angeles 
Times' Washington ,bureau 
chief, John F. Lawrence, who 
wound up with the tapes. They 
were finally produced, and 
played before the trial judge 
in secret, when Baldwin re-
leased the Times from its 
pledge. 


