James W. McCord Jr., left, and G. Gordon Liddy, defendants in the Watergate trial,
arriving at Federal Court in Washington yesterday before the case went to the jury.
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WASHINGTON, Jan. 30—Two
former officials of President
Nixon’s political organization
were convicted today of plot-
ting to spy on the Democrats
during last year’s campaign.

A jury of eight women and
four men in Federal court here
deliberated less than 90 min-
utes before returning guilty
verdicts against the two de-
fendants, G. Gordon Liddy and
James W. McCord Jr.

They were convicted on all
counts against them of con-
spiracy, second-degree bur-
glary and eavesdropping. Liddy
is subject to a maximum sen-
tence of 35 years in prison, and
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mounted against the Democrats.

The five other men—E. How-
ard Hunt Jr., Bernard L. Barker,
Eugenio R. Martinez, Frank A.
Sturgis and Virgilio R. Gonzalez
—vpleaded guilty to the indict-
ment at the outset of the trial.

Hunt is free on a $100,000
surety bond pending sentenc-
ing. The four other men were
unable to meet the same re-
quirement and have been held
in the District of Columbia jail.

Liddy Called ‘Boss’

Liddy, who was counsel to
‘the Committee for the Re-elec-
jtion of the President, was de-
Iscribed by the prosecution as
,“boss" of the effort to wiretap
a telephone at Democratic head-
quarters.

McCord was security coordi-
nator for the Nixon committee
{when he and four other defend-
jants—Barker, Martinez, Sturgis
‘and Gonzalez—were arrested in
‘the offices of the Democratic
National Committee in Wash-
ington’s Watergate complex on
June 17.

When the Republican con-
ngctions of three of the defen-
dants became publicly known,
the break-in at Democratic
headquarters became an issue
in the campaign. The burglary
and wiretapping charges were
followed by allegations outside
the courtroom that the June 17
raid was only part of a wide-
scale espionage operation.

With Wife and Daughter

The jurors began their delib-
erations at 4:3¢ P.M. after
hearing a charge by Judge Sir-
ica of 2 hours and 12 minutes.
Just as they were about to be
taken to dinner at 6 P.M., the
news that a verdict had been
i‘reached was announced.

i McCord waited with his wife,’

Ruth, and a daughter, Anne,
19 years old, for the jury to
file in. They sat smiling and
talking in the spectator’s sec-
tion. -

Liddy spent the time talking
with his attorneys near he front
of the courtroom.

When the panel filed in at
6:13 P.M. the foreman, Annie
M. Williams, handed the writ-
ten verdicts to the court clerk,
LeCount Patterson, who in turn
passed them to Judge Sirica.

The judge glanced at them
quickly and then Mr. Patterson
read the verdicts in staccato
fashion. He read “guilty” to all
six counts in Liddy’s case and
to all eight counts in McCord’s.
This reflects the longer pos-
sible sentence for McCord.

When McCord was arrested
at the Watergate, he had eaves-
dropping and bugging equip-
ment in his possesion, thus
accounting for the two addi-
tional charges in the indict-
ment. ’

When Liddy’s lawyer, Peter
L. Maroulis of Poughkeepsie,
N.Y.,, asked for a poll of the
jury, each member agreed that
th announced verdict was cor-
rect. '

The judge thanked the panel
and urged its members not to
discuss their deliberations. The
jurors, who had stayed in rooms
on the seventh and eighth
floors of the courthouse since
their selection, were escorted
home by deputy United States
marshals,

After the verdicts were dis-
closed, Earl J. Silbert, the prin-
cipal assistant United States
Attorney, pronounced them|
“fair and just.” McCord’s law-|.
yer, Gerald Alch of Boston, said|
that while he was disappointed

by the verdict it did not great-
ly surprise him. :




