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Many Watergate Motives 
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CASED t h e situation 
I thoroughly, and I'm 

good at it. I 'appraised the 
risk as very high and the po-
tential return as very low. I 
'recommended against it, but 
it wasn't my decision. I can 
tell you this: if it bad been a 
CIA operation and I'd been 
in charge, it never would 
have happened." 

That was the high point of 
an interview which E. 'How-
ard Hunt Jr. gave to Time 
magazine after having pled 
guilty to conspiracy in the 
bugging and burgling of the 
National Democratic head-
quarters , in the Watergate 
office - apartment complex 
in Washington, D.C., on 
June 17, 1972: 

Hunt allegedly had. also 
persuaded 	±successfully) 
four - other defendants in the 
Watergate - case to plead 
guilty. There also were alle-
gations -- never yet con-
firmed -- that Hunt had 
"promised his four confeder- 
a t e s 	that 	unidentified 
friends-' would offer each 
defendant up to $1000 for ev-
ery month spent in prison 
with more money to be paid 
at the time of his release." 

`Mitchell Wants 'It' 
Without naming any  

source, Time magazine a 
week ago had also declared 
that it was Hunt who had 
talked his friends (who had 
worked with him in the 1961. 
Bay of Pigs fiasco in Cuba) 
into undertaking the Water-
gate bugging by telling 
them: • "It's got to •-be clone. 
My friend Colson wants it. 
Mitchell wants it." 

The Colson was identified 
as Charles W. Colson. now 
counsel to President Nixon, 
and Mitchell as former At-
torney General John N. 
Mitchell. who at the time 
headed the Committee for 
the Reelection of the Presi-
dent: 

Hunt 's lawyer. William 
Rittman. immediately de-
clared that his client '"cate-
gorically and emphatically 
denies" t h e Time story. 
Mitchell also denied there 
was any truth to the story. 

Thus the search' . for the 
real motive behind the bug-
ging episode — which every-
one admitted took place -
continued and led in several 
directions.  

`Men of Honor' 
On conservative commen-

tator William F. 'Buckley 
Jr.'s 'Firing Line" 'show 
last Sunday exiled Cuban' 
lawyer Mario Lazo extolled 
the Watergate Seven a s 
"men of honor — patriots, 
who should be decorated." 

Hunt, who appeared With 
Lazo on the show;  ;was 
called "one of the greatest 
men of our time" by Lazo. 
The Cuban lawyer arrived 
at that conclusion because, 
he said, there was fear 



among anti - Castroites that 
Democratic candidate Sena-
tor George McGovern would 
recognize Cuba diplomati-
cally if elected President. 

"There were many re-
ports, but no proof, that a lot 
of Communist money was 
going into McGovern's cam-
paign. So the group conduct-
ed an honorable, patriotic 
operation to get informa-
tion," said Lazo. 

Hunt refused to say any-
thing about Watergate ex-
cept that he had pleaded 
guilty. 

On the Tapes 
Meanwhile, Assistant U.S. 

Attorney Earl J. Silbert, 
who was still trying to con-
vict the two men who had 
not pleaded guilty, appeared 
in a Washington Court of Ap-
peals. He wanted made pub-
lic the information contained 
on the tapes made during 
the wiretap. 

Silbert argued it was nec-
essary to disclose what was 
on the tapes in order to fix 
the motives of James W. 
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ficial, could not be admitted 
in evidence. To do so, decid-
ed the court, would "frus-
trate the purpose of Con-
gress in making wiretapping 
a crime." 

Star Witness 
Meanwhile, in the court of 

Judge Sirica, Baldwin con-
tinued to testify about moni-
toring the wiretap. Baldwin, 
the government's star wit-
ness, recalled that he once 
sent information derived 
from the bugging to an offi-
cial of the Committee for the 
Re-election of the President. 
But he couldn't recall who 
the official was. 

He recalled, too, that he 
had shouted warnings over a 
walkie - talkie to the five 
men whom police arrested 
in the act of bugging, but he 
was too late. "They've got 
us," Baldwin heard someone 
say in reply. 

Still another possible mo- 
tive 	was 	offered b y 
McCord's lawyer. Gerald 
Alch. His client. Alch admit-
ted freely. had conspired to 
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McCord Jr., security coordi-
nator for President Nixon's 
reelection campaign, and G. 
Gordon L i d d y, financial 
counsel to the reelection 
committee. 

Asked one of the judges: 
"Is the government interest-
ed in whether this informa-
tion would be used to com-
promise these people? That 
is a euphemism for black-
mail." 

Silbert _replied: "We think 
it is highly relevant. . . . 
Why else would a wiretap-
per be interested — when 
they were doing some politi-
cal wiretapping — be inter-
ested in information that 
was personal and private 
and confidential in nature?" 

However, the court finally 
ruled 2-to-1 that the actual 
contents o f conversations 
monitored by FBI agent 
Alfred C. Baldwin III on the 
tapped telephone of R. Spen-
cer Oliver, a Democratic of- 

bug and burgle Watergate 
(McCord was one of the five 
caught in the act), but he 
was not guilty because he 
did it under, "duress." 

The duress. said Alch, was 
the (alleged) threat b y 
forces close to the Demo-
crats to attack President 
Nixon and other Republicans 
violently. 

At midweek. Time s story 
about Mitchell at least got 
some confirmation. Witness 
Hugh Sloan  Jr.,ormer 
treasurer of President Nix-
on's re-election campaign, 
said he gave a total of 
$199,000 in cash to Liddy. 

Before doing so; however, 
he had checked with Mitch-
ell: and former Secretary of 
Commerce Maurice Stans on 
whether the President's dep-
uty campaign director Jeb 
Magruder had the right to 
authorize the handing over 
of: the cash. They okayed the 
payments to Liddy, Sloan 
testified. 
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