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W
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T
he judge in the W

ater-
g
ate trial y

esterd
ay

 ac-
cu

sed
 o

n
e d

efen
d
an

t o
f 

ta
k
in

g
 th

e
 la

w
 in

to
 h

is 
o
w

n
 h

an
d
s b

y
 b

reak
in

g
 

in
to

 D
e
m

o
c
ra

tic
 p

a
rty

 
h
e
a
d
q
u
a
rte

rs la
st y

e
a
r 

an
d
 said

 it w
as "rid

icu
-

lo
u
s" to

 claim
 h

e so
u
g
h
t 

to
 p

ro
tect P

resid
en

t N
ix

-
on. 

A
fter sending the jury out 

of the courtroom
, U

.S
. D

is-
trict Ju

d
g
e Jo

h
n
 J. S

irica 
m

ade the statem
ents w

hile 
rejecting Jam

es W
. M

cC
ord 

Jr.'s request to build his de-
fense around the argum

ent  

that he w
aged political es-

pionage against the D
em

o-
crats to guard the P

resident 
and other top R

epublican 
officials. 

M
cC

ord, security chief for 
M

r. N
ixon's re-election com

-
m

ittee at th
e tim

e o
f th

e 
Ju

n
e 1

7
 b

reak
4
n
, an

d
 G

. 
G

o
rd

o
n
 L

id
d
y
, th

en
 • th

e 
com

m
ittee's finance coun-

sel, are charged w
ith conspi-

racy, bugging and w
iretap-

ping at the W
atergate off-

iceS
 of the D

em
ocratic na-

tional com
m

ittee. 
"H

e
 (M

c
C

o
rd

) h
a
d
 a

 
hundred different w

ays to 
notify the authorities of his  

fears," S
irica said. "B

ut no, 
he elected to take the law

 
into his ow

n hands and said: 
`I'm

 going into the D
em

o-
cratic h

ead
q
u
arters. I 'm

 
going to tap those phones. 
I'm

 going to bug it.' " 
S

irica added: "I happen to 
be a R

epublican but any de-
cent A

m
erican —

 R
epubli-

can or D
em

bcrat—
deplores 

this kind of conduct. A
nd 

you know
 it as w

ell as any-
body else. I try never to let 
the jury know

 how
 I feel, but 

after all, w
e judges are hu-

m
an

 ... It d
o
esn

't tak
e a 

w
hole lot of com

m
on sense 

to com
e to the conclusion if 

th
is k

in
d
 o

f d
efen

se w
ere  

p
re

se
n
te

d
 to

 th
e
 ju

ry
 -

w
ell, I just think it w

ould be 
ridiculous, frankly, speaking 
bluntly." 

M
cC

ord's law
yer, G

erald 
A

lch
, stu

n
n
ed

 b
y
 S

irica's 
barrage, nonetheless urged 
him

 to allow
 presentation of 

the so-called "defense of du-
ress." 

"A
ll I am

 asking for is the 
opportunity to argue this to 
the jury," A

lch said. "If the 
jury feels the sam

e w
ay you 

do, they can disregard it." 
"I don't think you're enti-

tled to this defense in this 
case," S

irica said
 firm

ly
.  

"T
hat's . the ruling of this 

court." 
Sirica, noting that M

cC
ord 

is a fo
rm

er F
B

I an
d
 C

IA
 

agent, said he knew
 w

hat he 
w

as d
o
in

g
 w

h
en

 
he broke 

into the D
em

ocratic offices 
last y

ear. F
o
u
r o

th
er m

en
 

arrested w
ith M

cC
ord and a 

one-tim
e W

hite H
ouse con-

sultant already have plead-
ed guilty as charged. F

our 
are in

 jail an
d
 th

e fifth
 is 

free on $100,000 bond. 
C

o
u
rt w

as ad
jo

u
rn

ed
 a 

short tim
e later uhtil F

riday 
because of T

hrm
er President 

Johnson's death. U
n

ited P
ress 


