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Judge Scorns 'Bug' Defense 
By Lawrence Meyer 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

I:The presiding judge in the 
tergate bugging trial said 
terday that former Nixon 
paign aide James W. Mc-

rd Jr.'s contention that he 
had a legal right to bUgA  the 
Democratic Party is "ridic-
ulous." 

"Any decent American de-
piores this kind of conduct," 
Chief U.S. District Judge John 
J. Sirica told, McCord's law-

Ter, Gerald Alch, "and you 
know it as well as I do." Sirica 
said he will not permit Alch to 
argue such 'a defense before 
the jury. 

McCord, former security di-
sector for the Committee for 
-the Re'-election of the Presi-
dent, is•-niiilligiar,wttb. 'G. Gar; 
don Liddy, also a former cop.', 
mittee official, on cbargeitof 

Arl conspiracy, burglary 	. e- 
gal wiretapping and -Ayes-
dropping stemming from the 
.June 17 break-in at the 
-c 

	

	
‘Demo- 

ratic Party's Watergate of- 

Five other men, including 
former White House aide E. 
Howard Hunt Jr.. have 
pleaded guilty to the charges. 

Alch announced last week 
that he would attempt to ar-
gpe, under the theory of the 
"Jaw of duress" that McCord 
had a legal right to bug the 
Democrats. Alch defined the 

aitheory as holding: "If one is 
finder- reasonable apprehen-
sion,'regthrdleis of whether he 
is in fact correct, he is ,justi-
fied in breaking a law to avoid 
case violence directed at Re- 

the greater harm — in this 
publican officials up to and in-
eluding the President." 

Skim dismissed the jury af-
ter completing testimony for 
the day and then asked Alch 
to argue the matter..After lis-
tening to about five minutes 
of argument from Alch, Sirica 
interrupted 'and delivered a 
long.  statement, which he then 
said was his ruling in the mat-
ter. 

"If we ever instructed the 
jury along-those lines," Sirica 
said, "anybody could come in 
and put up a defense, tike 
that." If McCord 	wailed 
about violence, 	ca said, 
"All he had to do was pick up 
the telephone and call the 
head of the Secret. Service, or 
the FBI' or the chief of police 
and say, `Now`-' look, I'm the 
chief of security for the Com-
mittee for the Re-election of 
the President. We've got cer-
tain information the President 
is in danger.' " 

McCord, 	Sirica 	said, 
"elected to take the law into 
his own hands." Noting that 
he is aRepublican himself, 
Sirica said, "The Republican 
National Committee is just an-
other political organization. 
They don't haVe all the rights 
in the world you know—the 
right to hire somebody to go 
into a place like the Demo-
cratic National CoMmittee and 
bu that committee." 

irica summed up his opin- 
. 

ion'hy saying, "If this'kind of 
defensevere permitted in this 
kind of case — well, i just 
think it would be ridiculous." 

Sirica then told Alch that was 
the ruling of , the_ court and 
that it would not be necessary 
for the government to argue 
the, pbint. When Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Seymour Glanzer 
asked to be heard, Sirica per-
mitted hiin to argue briefly, 
cut Glanzer short and told.  
him, "You've wouiyour point." 

Alch asked if lit would be 
permitted to arm that Mc-
Cord, who was arrested with 
four others inside the Water-
gate June,  17, had no criminal 
intent. -"Ynti may argue it," 
Sirica replied. "Whether 'the 
-jury believes you is ja, differ- 
ent story." 	' 

comme 
the end of the day. 	ter the 
jury had hear t, .timony 
from 11 witness 	ost of 
whom were call 	ply lip 
identify items that w e int*. 
duced as evidence in the case. 
The jury also heard number 
of itiptaations read tr  

yers 	 • .;;MillEl 
or 	 •I- 2:11111111111111 

Sirica also anno 	.d that 
he expects the government 
will conclude its cage by Mon-
day and that the trial wall be 
over by the'end of next week 
or the following week'. 
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Detailing of stiuplations may 
have beencrowded oat by news of 
Vietnam peace settlement and death 
of LBJ. 


