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W
ashington 
W

H
O

E
V

E
R

 is paying the 
stiff legal fees of E

. H
ow

ard 
H

unt Jr. has bought a court-
room

 tiger. 

H
unt's law

yer, W
illiam

 0. 
B

ittm
an, 41, soared to falne 

as theIough, aggressive pro-
secutor w

ho sent S
enate aide 

B
obby B

aker and T
eam

ster 
p
resid

en
t Jam

es H
o

ffa to
 

jail. 

N
ow

 a highly paid private 
law

yer, B
ittm

an represents 
defendant H

unt in the sensa-
tional W

atergate case. H
itt-

m
an

's p
lea o

f "g
u
ilty

" in
 

H
u
n

t's b
eh

alf w
as a b

o
m

b
-

shell. 

In his first interview
 since 

tak
in

g
 th

e case, B
ittm

an
, a 

burly six - footer and one -
tim

e M
arq

u
ette U

n
iv

ersity
 

lin
eb

ack
er, p

u
ffed

 a cig
ar 

and said, "I'm
 not trying to 

th
ro

w
 th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t an
y
 

bones, but their case is for-
m

idable. It's difficult to de-
fend." 

H
e adm

itted the circum
st-

an
ces w

ere "v
ery

 su
sp

i-
cious" w

hen five m
en w

ere 
ap

p
reh

en
d
ed

 attem
p
tin

g
 to

 
burglarize and bug the head- 

quarters of the D
em

ocratic 
N

ational C
om

m
ittee in the 

W
atergate. 
H

unt, a form
er C

IA
 opera-

tiv
e, W

h
ite H

o
u
se co

n
su

l-
tant, and author of spy nov-
els, w

as in
d
icted

 as a rin
g
-

leader in the conspiracy. 
B

ittm
an

 term
ed

 th
e g

o
v
-

ernm
ent's investigation "ex-

h
au

stiv
e. T

h
ey

 p
u

lled
 n

o
 

p
u
n
ch

es. T
h

e g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 

even called w
ives and child-

ren
. T

h
at's v

ery
 u

n
u

su
al. 

M
rs. H

u
n
t an

d
 tw

o
 o

f th
eir 

children appeared." 
In another shocking devel-

o
p
m

en
t, M

rs.  H
unt' 

w
as 

k
illed

 recen
tly

 in
 an

 air-
plane crash. H

er purse w
as 

fo
u

n
d

 to
 co

n
tain

 a m
y

ster-
ious $10,000 in cash. 

"H
er d

eath
 w

as th
e cata-

ly
st,"-  B

ittm
an

 said
. "M

r. 
H

u
n
t ju

st d
id

n
't feel em

o
-

tionally and physically able 
to

 g
o

 th
ro

u
g

h
 a

 le
n

g
th

y
 

trial." 
B

ittm
a
n
 h

 a
 s w

o
rk

e
d
 

nights and w
eekends since 

last su
m

m
er p

rep
arin

g
 fo

r 
th

e case. H
is w

ife C
aro

le 
an

d
, th

eir sev
en

 ch
ild

ren
 

have seen little of him
. 

"I've been so dam
n busy I 

h
av

en
't ev

en
 h

ad
 a ch

an
ce 

to
 g

et a h
aircu

t fo
r th

ree 
w

eeks," he said. 

In
 rev

iew
in

g
 th

e W
ater-

gate case, B
ittm

an charged: 

• 
T

he new
s m

edia have 
b

een
 g

u
ilty

 o
f in

accu
racy

 
an

d
 "flex

ib
le eth

ical stan
-

dards," saddling H
unt w

ith 
"m

assive prejudicial public-
ity." 
• 

P
resident N

ixon's coun-
sel, Jo

h
n
 D

ean
, "illeg

ally
" 

searched H
unt's locked desk 

and safe in the W
hite H

ouse 
O

ffices. B
ittm

an
 i s still 

try
in

g
 to

 g
et b

ack
 its co

n
-

tenth. 

• 
T

elep
h
o
n
e co

n
v
ers a-

tions betw
een B

ittm
an and 

H
unt have been tapped. 

L
ik

e t h
 e B

o
b
b
y
 B

ak
er 

case, to
 w

h
ich

 P
resid

en
t 

L
yndon Johnson w

as linked, 
the W

atergate is supersensi-
tiv

e f o
 r N

ix
o
n
's W

h
ite 

H
ouse. 
T

he W
atergate case is put-

ting B
ittm

an to the test. 
H

unt's plea o
f "g

u
ilty

" -
follow

ed by sim
ilar pleas by 

four other W
atergate defen-

dants —
 m

eans ftill disclo- 
sure of w

hat happened m
ay 

never occur. 

B
ittm

an
's v

isib
ility

 w
ill 

grow
 as he steers H

unt over 
the next three hurdles: 

• 
H

e w
ill m

o
v
e to

 g
et 

H
unt's sentence suspended. 

• H
e w

ill defend H
unt in a 

pending m
illion - dollar civil 

suit filed by the D
em

ocrats. 

• 
H

e'll be at H
unt's elbow

 
if and w

hen he testifies at a 
forthcom

ing S
enate probe of 

the W
atergate affair. 


