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Ex-FBI Agent Tells

Of

Washington

Star government wit-
ness Alfred C. Baldwin IT
testified yesterday that he
was hired by the security
chief of President Nixon’s
re-election campaign to
monitor the tapped tele-
phane conversations of a
high Democratic official
last year.

A dispute over revealing
the names of callers over-
heard in the wiretap was
argued by the opposing at-
torneys and there was a pos-
sibility that the Watergate
trial may be delayed until
the issue is appealed to a
higher court.

Baldwid, a former FBI

agent who is reported to

have been promised immun-
ity from prosecution in ex-
change for his testimony,
provided the most damaging
testimony yet in the eight-
day-old Watergate trial.
PROMISE

He said he was hired by
defendant James W. MeCord
Jr., then security coordina-
tor for the Nixon campaign,
to carry out secret “security
work” that included moni-
toring at least 200 telephone
conversations at Democratic
national headquarters over
a three-week period.
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Most damaging testimony

Baldwin said he was
promised by McCord that
“if the President is re-
elected this November, this
is the way to join the team
and go up the ladder.”

McCord and four other
men were arrested June 17
.inside Democratic offices at
the Watergate Hotel com-
plex with burglary tools and
bugging devices. The other
four have pleaded guilty to
charges of conspiracy, bur-
glary and illegal eavesdrop-

latergate Tap

ping and wiretapping.

McCord’s lawyer, Gerald
Alch, told chief U.S. District
Judge John J. Sirica yester-
day that the alleged bugging
attempt was prompted by
reports — some fmm the
Justice Department — of ex-
pected violence by anti-war
groups with close ties to
Senator George S. McGov-
ern.

Alch said McCord ceoulid
have committed no crime
because he was only trying
to ‘“‘ensure the safety” of
Mr. Nixon and other Repub-
lican officials.

Baldwin said the tapped

telephone line at the Water- ¢
gate was that of R. Spencer'’

Oliver, who directs the Asso-
ciation of State Democratic
Chairmen at the Democratic
National Committee.

NAMES

When an assistant’ prose-
cutor asked Baldwin to iden-
tify people who called on the
line, an American Civil Lib-
erties Union lawyer, Charles
Morgan Jr., objected.

He +told the cour(; that
mentioning even the names

of people would violate their ™

rights to privacy.

Judge Sirica dismissed the
fury for the day and*closed
the courtroom to all 'specta-
tors while the point was
argued by lawyers.

AftéT meeting in “¢losed
chambers with the attorneys
for nearly two hours, the

judge said he would perrmt ]

Baldwin to continue with his
testimony, and Morgan
promptly said he would ap-
peal the ruling to the U.S.
Court of Appeals.

Following a procedure out-
lined by the Court of Appeals
last Friday, the judge’s
order ‘will be heard in the
appeals court this morning
before the Watergate trial
can resume. * -

INSTRUCTIONS

Earlier, Baldwin testified,

“My mstructwns were from

. him to he a security guard

the moment,l woke up in the
morH ng‘untll Jate at night,
and eyen into the early
~1erning- hours, to monitor |
any conversations that were
being, transmitted.”

“If s'&meone ‘was in the of-
“ice, and the phone was in
use, thle (monitoring) unit
was on.”

He said McCord first hired

for Martha Mitchell, wife of
former Attorney General
John N. Mitchell, later cam-
paign director for the Presi-
dent.

After he made one, trlp
with Mrs. Mitchell early last
assigned him'to observe anti-
war demonstratlons in the
Washington area for the
next two weeks. Then he
was installed May 26 across
the street from the Water-
‘gate in a room ata Howard
Johnson’s hotel, where the
monitoring operatlon was
set up.

McCORD

“I went into the room. Mr.
McCord was there,” Bald-
win said. “There were var-
ious pieces of electronic |
equipment in the room and
briefcases and attache cases
on the couch. Mr. McCord
was in front of one of the in-
struments .

“Mr. McCord said, ‘I want '
to. explain some of this
equipment. If’s what you're
going to do now. You're
going to be monitoring here
in the room.’”

Baldwin testified McCord
asked him to use the-alias of
“Bill Johnson” and that he
introduced other members
of the team also by aliases. |
Baldwin identified the ¢thers
as defendant G. Gordon Lid-
dy, then financial counsel to
the Nixon campaign com-
mittee, former White House
consultant E. Howard Hunt
dJr., who also has pleaded
guilty to his part in the bug-
ging incident.
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