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———_CHief-Federaln Judge.Joth.— Sncarspokefor a-host-of=
.Incredulous’ observers at the Watergate trial when he’
:told_defendant_BemMBarker.that.he-slmply did not_
__believe his story that $114,000 had arrived in_ unmarked
envelopes from sources unknown, SInce then the dafens
—has ‘moved from the.incredible to the ocutrageous.- It has
;3 _presented the court with_the. extraordinary_doctrine.that_
‘anyone who, correctly or incorrectly, imagines himself -
or his friends- to be in some sort of. danger ds_thereby
justlfxed in: breakmg -the law. :~ — : e

In_ enunciating- this "legal ~version-of -the- pmtectfve--
reaction 'strike, defense counsel Gerald -Alch trled to
- cloak his_clients’ .acts of political esplonage-in a mantle_
-of patriotism. The-violence which the defendants wanted--
to intercept, he:sald, would_have been directed. against....
—"*“Republican™ ofﬂcials“includmgﬂaut“ nort“ltmited"to,_the
Presxdent » e
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" ‘The guxlty pleas’ entex"ed'/by the -five .self-confessed -
polmcal spies ;do not of themselves raise any legal
barriers-to- theu' recall-as’ “witnesses - in the trial of :the~
" two remaining defendants. It is doubtful, _however, that ~
“their- enforced testimony would sérve any purpose in -
—getting at those cricial questions that go beyond their: -
-"*personal -law-breaking.” “The prosecution; after- all;- repre-“-

- sents the Justice Department of the same Administration -
~Wwhoseé re-election” the "defendants” sought to advance

. through their 1llegal activities.

_.Far: from protectmg }ugh offxcials against vxolence the—

~--hands:-Guided  only by hallucinations-akin-to-the -anti-

Watergate plot, any individuals or groups could feel free
to-take up arms or utilize any other repressive measures
“-.their paranoid:. supposmons dictated." Such. a .political .
|___law_of the_jungle 'ght readily | lead from protectxve

—'license‘forevery—f—anatxc to- take-the-law-into—his- own;

Castro fanaticism that motivated ‘the hirelings in the

__espionage to -defensive’ assassmatmn :
-The néed-becomes incgzasingly plam for extendmg the

”"investxgatlon beyond-the~case “of “the~hirelings now on—

_trial. .The significant question.in the.unraveling of.the -
Watergate scandal is less -who carried out the orders
....... than who issued them.... ... . . _

____The._courtroom_ scenario - that has frustrated Judge~

Slrica s efforts to extract illuminating or even ‘beliévable

-~ answers is all ‘too trafisparent.” Thefive: defendants;:who—

pleaded guilty to everything in order not to have to tell

—anythlng—acted-ln the-tradition-of-an-international-espio-——

nage apparatus that considers caught agents expendable.
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-——-»A trial,-in-any-event;- is-an: inadequate instrument-
—for-probing all-the ramifications of a political scandal in
which no charges have been leveled against the string-
- pullers responsible for planning and financing the whole
operation. Questions beyond the guilt of the defendants
— —assuming-that- the prosecution had much stomach to -
" ask them—might indeed be difficult to sustain over
—objections by defense counsel.- - : -
That transfers to the Senate the task of getting to the
bottom of this ominous affair after the present trial ends.
~-The aim of its inquiry should be to bypass the cloak-and-
dagger hallucinations of- the hired spies and to identify
.-the. chain- of command that-issued-the ‘orders and pro-
- vv1ded the funds. The prior guilty pleas of the defendants
~in Judge Sirica’s court. would make it possible for the .
Senators to question them without the protectxve caver
i of self-incrimination. :
Senator Sam J. Ervin has already asked the Justice
Department and other agencies to safeguard “all perti-
-~-mnent-public and nonpublic documents”™ bearing on the
Watergate case. As one who long ago expressed. serious
concern over the erosion of civil liberties through
—Browing Tesert to political espiotiage, M. Ervin_can_
find in the Watergate scandal an opportunity. for! j€Xpos-
ing to full public scrutiny a subversion of the political
process that must not be allowed to happen agam




