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4 Watergate

2 Déféfiﬂaﬁts
Still on Trial |

By Lawrence ‘Meyer V

Washington Post Staff Wnter

‘Four more' Watergate ‘de-
fendants pleaded guxlty to
conspiracy, burglary, and il-
legal wiretapping and’ eaves-
dropping yesterday. -

Lawyers for the remain-
ing two defendants immedi-
ately ‘called for a mistrial,
which ' Chief ‘U.S. District
Judge John J. Sirica turned
down. Testimony in the case
resumed for the: first' time
since Thursday... : -

Sirica accepted the« pleas
of the four. defendants, all
from “Miami, after ‘trying—
but generally failing—to eli-
cit new information ‘abgut
motivation and payment for
and break-in and bugging of
the _ Democratic National
Committee’s headquarters
last June 17. R

Those who pleaded guﬂty
are Bernard L. Berlger
Frank Sturgis, Eugenio R.
Martinez ‘and - Virgilio™ R.
Gonzales. Last Thursday,
former White House -con-
sultant E. Howard Hunt Jr.
pleaded guilty.

The'four Miami men were
arrested inside - the Water-
gate by metropolitan police
on June 17 at about 2:30
a.m. Arrested with them was
James W. MecCord Jr., then
the security coordmator for
the Committee for the ‘Re-
election of the President..
MecCord and G. Gordon
Liddy, also a former White
House and re-election: com-

mittee official, are the ‘two’

rendaining defendants

-

L2 nustnal :

l’l
. was madsé by Gerald Alch, j

MecCord’s lawyer.: &

Aleh told Sirica ;,tllat the
jury would see the four men
and Hunt absent and con-
clude that they had pleaded
guu’cy, a conclusion that
would prejudice the rights
of MeCord and Liddy to a
fair trial.
Alch said, “can ‘obviate the
.mference that these five
vmen have pleaded guilty

Vi atfer two. days of de-

liberations to whlch the jury

has not been pmvy 2

Sirica said he had ample
precedent for denying the
motion and told Alch that
he could appeal the ruling
to the U.S. Court of Appeals
later. “I'm not awed by the
appellate courts. Let’s get
that straight,” Sirica said
bluntly. “All they can do is
reverse me. They can’t tell
me how to try my case.”

Before questioning each

“No instruction,””

of the four Miami men yes-
telday, Sirica recapltulated

events that began Fnday, J
when o testrmony was !
taken vand ‘the defendants
and trial counsel spent sev-
eral hours in secret confer-
ences.

Sirica quoted from a_let-
ter, a‘copy of which Bafke
had given Eurl'J. Silbert,
chief prosecutor ‘Friday |

~morning,jin. which the four

defendants told their law-.
yer, Henry -Rothblatt, thati
they wanted to plead guilty. |

See’ WA‘I‘ER.GATE A1, Col. 5‘
WATERGATE From AI |

A
since Sunday, Jan. 7, 1973, to
change our plea from 'not
guilty to guilty,” the letter!
said. Rothblatt refused and '
continued to refuse thrqugh\
last Friday when he told re- |
porters he would not plead
his clients guilty and that.
they would have to get an- |
other lawyer if they wanted
to change théir plea. ’

Rothblatt, in his opening
statement on Wednesday,
told the jury that his clients
were “following orders” in
“a ml.htary fashion.” . »

In ‘their - letter to Roth-

blatt, the four men :said, -

“We, have made it clear
from: the beginning thatithe
defense you presented«in

opening statements and to he
the;press is not acceptable

to us.”

Sirica questloned the de-
fendants closely about bress
reports that they were being
induced and “pressured? to
plead guilty by-promises of
financial rewards for them-
selves and their families.

Each of the four men
could receive a maximum
sentence of 55 years in jail
and :a $50.000 fine,

Individually, and then as ,‘
a group, the defendants de- |

nied” that any inducements
had been made or promises
given by Hunt or anyone
else that they would receive
anything in return® for a

guilty plea. They also de-

nied reports that they were
still being paid. “Are you
being pald by anybody for
anything”  Sirca ‘asked..
“No,” they replied in unison.

After the proceedings,
Rothblatt was asked if Hunt
were applymg “pressure” to
the four ment;“That I can-
not discuss, Wlll not dis-
cuss,” Rothblatt said,  ex-
plalmng that he is barred
from revealing a confiden-
tial attorney-client commu-
nication. Rothblatt has indi-

cated that although Sirica

Susdects Plead Guilty

formally relieved him as the
lawyer for the four men, he

* still has an interestin them

Sirica appointed Alvin
Nawmyer Sr., 89, the senior
member of the District of
Columbia bar, to, . Tepresent:

the four men for Purposes !
of changmg their plea to
gullty Sirieca descrlbed New-
myer as a “thhly réespected
leader of the D1str1ct of Co-

,,,,,

many years.”
Following‘ their guilty
pleas, the  four men were

. taken to the D.C. jail where
- they were being held in lieu

of a $100,000 .surety bhond
that.Sirica had demanded
from ‘each of them. Hunt
was'released Thursday after
posting the same: amount of
bond. ar

The afternoon session be-
gan with the resumption of
testimony by Thomas J.
Gregory, a 25-year-old ‘Brig-
ham Young University: stu-
dent who testified ‘he was
recruited by Hunt to spy on
Sen. * Edmund S. Muskie
later Sen. George McGov-

5 61'11

Gregory repeated portions
yesterday off ;iih‘ony he
‘had given out,0f the jury’s
presence on Thursday. He
described how Hunt intro-
duced him :to McCord -and
how MecGord tried -unsue-
cessfully to place a bug in
McGovern’s campalgn head-
quarters;. s

Later, Gregory saJd Hunt

introduced-thim .to a man
who.was wearmg sunglasses
when Hunt picked Gregory
up in.a car one night in mid-
May. When the three stop-
ped for hamburgers at a Me--
Donald’s, Gregory said, the
man took. off .the dark

) glasses It was Liddy.

Gregory said Liddy and
Hunt personally- surveyed
McGovern?-" - headquarters
prior to the last attexri%t 'to

: break in on.May 28. THat, at.
tempt by thefour men- from'

Miami, was headed _Off.. by
Gregory when he Vzwarned
them sbmeone stlll;vwas in
the 'headquarters, Gregory
said.

Sllbert told Sirica” durmg
the affernoon sessmn ‘that
he was’ submitting* a' dlary
belongmg to Martmez that
the FBI had seized whlle
searching the defendant’
car. Silbert said the d1ary,
often described in néws .re-
ports as being Martinez’ ‘ac-
count of the Watergate inci-
dent, was “almot totally
blank ” Silbert said ‘there
was “absolutely no ‘founda-
tion ‘whatsoever to’ 411 that
speculation about “this di-

ary.”
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.Confe_rrmg at bench with Judge Sirica at ‘Watergate trial  Bernard L. Barker, Frank Sturgis, Eugenio R. Martinez and
are (from left) attorney A}vﬁin Newmyer_ Sr., defendants Virgilio R. Gonzales, The four pleaded guilty yesterday.
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Wateréate“‘suspectsstill on trial are James W. McCord Jr,, left, and G. Gordon Liddy.



