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WASHINGTON, Jan. 14—A 
source close to the Water te 

l 
ga 

case said today that four of 
the Ave defendants were under 
whathote termed "great pres-
sure-Ito plead guilty to charges 
of eavesdropping on the Demo-
cratic National Committee head-
quarters in Washington fast 
June. 

The source, who has pro-
vided other reliable inforniation 
about the case in the past, re-
fused to name those who were 
said to be putting pressure on 
the defendants—all of 'Whom 
are from the Miami area—but 
he did say that a substantial 
promise of money tad been 
made to the men. 

In essence, the source was 
confirming a Time magazine 
report that the Watergate de-
fendants had been promised a 
cash settlement as high as 
$1,000 A month if t1Whleaded 
guilty and took a jail sentence. 
Additional funds would be paid 
to the men upon their release, 
Time said. The article did not 
cite the source of the informa-
tion. 

The New York Times source, 
however, said, "It's not really 
a question of money —just 
pressure." 

"It is not a bribe," he added. 
"Just a lot of promises." 

The four ..men — Frank A. 
Sturgis, Virgilio R. Gonzales, 
Bernard L. Barker and Eugenio 
Rolando Martinez—are repre-
sented by Henry R. Rothblatt, 
a .New York lawyer. 

Mr. Rothblatt refused to dis-
cuss the reports of "pressure" 
during a brief telephone inter-
view today, but did. acknowl-
edge that he would' withdraw 
from the case if the' four men 
decided to plead guilty. 

"I 'have repeatedly said that 
I will not be a party to any 
plea of guilty," he said. 

The Watergate 1541, held in 
United States. Distriq Court 
here, was ;recessed: 	by 
Chief Judge John Y.Iiirca until! 
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r tomorrow amid rumors ,That 

Mr. Rothblatt and his clients 
were at odds over a sudden 
decision by the defendants to 
plead guilty. 

Earlier last week, E. Howard 
Hunt, another defendant lwho 
once worked as a White House 
consultant, pleaded guilty. 

The New York Times, re-
ported in today's issue that the 
four Miami defendants '-'were 
continuing to be paid by 
sources as yet unidentified, al-. 
though their funds have been•
sharply reduced in the last few 
months. 

One reliable source indicated 
that the same group or per-
son now paying the defendants 
—whoni he refused to identify 
—may–vbe behind the new 
offers of, a cash payment to the 
men in return for a guilty 
plea. 

The plea change itself would 
make little legal sense in-
formed sources said, because it 
could dead to only a relatively 
slight difference in the possible 
prisorkentences facing the 
men.. foomplicating the risk be-
hind the change in plea, the 
source said, is Judge Sirica's 
reputation as a stern judge. 

Mr. Rothblatt is known to be 
angry over the reported out-
side pressure on his clients and 
has told associates, "I don't 
want to be a party to anybody 
being pressured." 

If the men decide to "cop a 
plea," as a source said, Judge 
Sirica could order Mr. Roth-
blatt removed from the case 
and provide another attorney 
for the men. Mr. Rothblatt is 
known to be prepared for that 
eventuality. 

Another source said that the 
persons behind the Watergate 
money offers were "simply of-
fering a lot of promises at this 
point." 

Mr. Rothblatt is also known 
to have become upset at Mr. 
Hunt's decision to plead guilty 
earlier laseveek. Mr. Hunt's 
attorney 'ter told newsmen 
that his client had done so be- ; 
cause Of the great stress'k trial' 
would place on 'his family. His 
wife, Dorothy, was killed in an 
airplane crash last month. 

One source had a different 
view of Mr. Hunt's guilty plea, 
however. In discussing the cur- 
rent pressures on the defend-
ants, the source said, "it all 
started with Hunt. He pleaded 
guilty—and that's the story." 

There has been newspaper 
speculation that Mr. Hunt's 
plead been made at the be-
heaf'`.,  of unidentified White 
House or Republican party 
officiala anxious to have little, 
or none, of the Watergate de-
tails aired during a court battle. 

The other two defendants in 
the case—James W. McCord 
Jr. a'foriner agent for both' the 
Fedeirtd. • Bureau • of Investiga-
tion -And the Central Intelli-
genoe ,,Agency who was arrested 
with the four Miami men in-
side thee--Watergate complex on 
June 1./,"and ;G Gordon Liddy, 
a former,  Whit House and Re-
publican ,re-eteetion committee 
aide whoev, g4td 'by the prose-
cution tanale lied the intelli-
gence operatiOn—are apparent-
ly resisting pressures—if any 
have been applied to,. plead 
guilty. 

It was unclear what would 
happen in the Watergate trial 
if Judge 'Sirica accepted the 
guilty pleas of the fOur Miami 
men after-' assigning a new 
lawyer nkthem. The attorneys 
for Mr. McCord and Mr. Liddy 
have indicated to newsmen that 
they would .immediately move 
for a mistrial in that`case, pos-
sibly delaying for many months 
the public testimony -about the 
background and scope of the 
Republican operation. 

If the trial does go on, with 
only two of the seven defend-
ants remaining, observers indi-
cated that it would 'undoubted-
ly not diminish the amount of 
information that would be de-
veloped. It was also not clear 
whether Earl J. Silbert, the 
chief assistant United States 
Attorney prosecuting the case, 
could still cal thel same wit-
nesses who had been previous-
iy announced. 


