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/atergate Trial Moveé

To Closed Courtroom

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
trial of six men accused of
burglarizing Democratic Par-
ty headquarters was moved to
a closed courtroom Friday
amid speculation that there
may be more guilty pleas.

U.S. District Court Judge
John J. Sirica gave no reason
for the surprise shift behind
closed doors and warned the
defendants and their lawyers
there, Would be stiff penalties
for anyone violating his or-
ders for strict silence.

The closed session came aft-
er all of the day’s previous
trial business had been con-
ducted out” of “hearing of the
courtroom " audience and the
jury, at benchside pefore
Sirica. *

There had been speculation

around the U.S. Courthouse
where the trial is in its fifth
day that some or all of the six
remaining defendants wanted
to follow the lead of E. How-
ard Hunt Jr.,, who pleaded
guilty to six counts Thursday.

A UTAH college student has
testified that he met weekly
with Hunt, a former White
House consultant; {o exchange
intelligence reports on Demo-
crats for envelopes full of
money.

Thomas Gregory, a student
at Brigham Young University,
said he was ‘paid for infiltrat-
Ing the headquarters_of Sen.
Edmund S. Muskie and
George McGovern, candidates
for the Democratic presiden-
tial nomination.

Gregory testified that he
was recruited by a friend who
was_soliciting agents to spy
on Democratic organizations.
He said a man identifying
himself as E. L. Warren;,paid
for his plane ticket to:Wash-
ington from Provo, Utah, and
gave him his first assignment
of infiltrating the Muskie
camp.

He identified “Warren” "as
Hunt, who pleaded guilty
Thursday to all six charges
against him, charges of con-
spiracy, burglary and illegal
wiretapping and eavesdrop-
ping — in connection with a
break-in at national Demo-
cratic headquarters in the
Watergate complex last. June
17. Trial continues for six. oth-
ers charged in the burglary.

HUNT TOLD U.S. Dist. Court
Judgé John Sirica that the
government’s description of a
wide-ranging  political-espio-
nage operation ordered by of-
ficials of President Nixon’s
campaign committee was es
sentially correct. :

Hunt was released on
$100,000 bond pending sentenc-
ing, which could be up to 50
years in prison. Later, outside
the courtroom, he said: “Any-
thing that I may have done, I
did for the best of the coun-
try.” -

He added that to the best of
his knowledge, no high-level
Nixon administration officials
were involved in the espio-
nage.

Hunt’s guilty ples and Gre-
gory’s testimony came as the
Justice Department an-
nounced the filing of criminal
charges against the Nixon
campaign committee, alleging
violations of federal election
laws involving G. Gordon Lid-
dy, another defendant in the
burglary trial.




