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Thomas James Gregory, a
25-year-old college senior
who said he was recruited
by. E. Howard Hunt Jr. to
gpy on two Democratic Pres-
idential candidates, yester-
day implicated at least six
of the seven persons

charged in. the Watergate
bugging trial during  testi-
mony in U.S. District Cqurt.

Gregory, who will resume
his testimony today, briefly
described a meeting he said

he attended at a Washington .

hotel in which at least six of
the defendants were pres-
ent. The prosecution con-
tends the purpose of the
meeting was “ {0’ plan {a
break-in"at Sen. George S.

McGovern’s campaign head- |

quarters. Gregory was un-
able to say positively
whether defendant Eugenio
R. Martinez was at the meet-
ing. o
‘Hunt and six other - per-
sons were charged in an
eight-count indictment with
breaking into the Demo-
cratic National Committee’s
Watergate headquarters on
June 17 to steel information
and to conduct illegal wire-
tapping and eavesdropping.
Prior to Gregory’s testi-
mony yesterday, Hunt, a for-
mer White House consult-
ant, pleaded guilty to all six
counts of conspiracy, bur-
glary and illegal wiretap-
ping and eavesdropping

was charged.

Hunt’s admission of guilt
to all the charges against
him foliowed Chief U.S. Dis-
triect Judge John J. Sirica’s

refusal to accept a guilty ..

Watergate

by

" with the case of the United !

States against “B. Howard
Hunt Jr.” e i .
Although Hunt no longer
is a party to the trial of the
other six defendants — G.
Gordon Liddy, James W.
MeceCord Jr., Bernard L.
Barker, Frank Sturgis, Vir-

gilio Gonzales and Martinez -
—testimony yesterday con- -

tinued to focus on Hunt's
role in the alleged conspir-
acy. '

From the ' opening -state-
ments of principal Assistant
U.S, Attorney Earl J. Silbert

Wednesday, it appears that .

an explanation of Hunt’s
role is central in proving
that a conspiracy existed. In
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calling Gregory, whose main

| ties were to Hunt, as a wit-
|l ness,

the prosecution
seemed to be following the
same course expected had

Hunt not pleaded guilty.

Silbert refused comment
yvesterday on whether Hunt
- might be called as a prose-

- cution witness. Silbert has

said Hunt will be called to
testify before the grand jury
- that investigated the Water-
gate incident and returned
the indictment. Hunt’s
grand jury appearance is

- Hunt could legally be called -

plea to only three counts of

conspiracy, burglary and il-
legal wiretapping.

Sirica accepted Hunt’s
guilty plea to all six counts
and ordered  him to post a
$100,000 surety bond, in ad-
dition to a $10,000 bond he
posted earlier, before he
could be released pending
sentence. Hunt was placed
in the court lockup and re-
leased when he posted the
bond.

The jury, which has been
sequestered from the begin-
ning of the trigl, did not
hear Hunt’s plea. Sirica in-
formed the jurors, “You are
no longer to be concerned

not .expected until after the
trial is concluded. Calling
Hunt to testify in the-trial,
according teo. some legal
sources, would pose difficult

: 1 problems.
with which he personally - legal proble

However, William O. Bitt-
man, Hunt’s attorney, - said

to testify against the six re-
maining defendants, but
that the prosecutor has not
indicated an intention or a
need.to.call. Hunt.

During testimony yester-
day, Sirica instructed the
jury that, in weighing the
conspiracy count, it could
not consider - testimony
against only one defendant
as applying to any of the
. others. .

“Gregory, the fifth witness

called by the prosecution,
- was the first witness to say

he saw as many as six of the
defendants together in one
place at one time. The meet-
ing described by Gregory
took place on May 22 or 23

in the Manger Harhilton Ho-
tel at 14th and K Streets
NW, according to his testi-
mony.

Gregory’s testimony about

Witness

the meetifig/ “t5ken out .of

the jury’s’ presence to see -

if it was admissible, did not
go into the purpose “of the
meeting: or what was actu-
ally discussed. S
While the jury -was -in
court, Gregory testified that
he had been contacted by
Robert Bennett Fletcher, an
old friend from New Jersey.

. Fletcher had testified ear-
lier that Hunt had asked
him if he had any friends in
the Washington area “‘who.
were strong Republicans but

who might be interested in

joining sthe #DEmocrats for
the purpose of getting 'in-
formation and “turning it
over.,”

Fletcher is the nephew of
Hunt’s employer at the time,
Robert F. Bennett. Fletcher
said- he told Hunt he could
think of no friends in the
area but that if he thought
of any others, he would let
Hunt know. ;

Fletcher said he later
thought of Gregory, con-
tacted him and Gregory was
agreeable after thinking the
_matter over for:aiday or-so.

Gregory, a: rosy-cheeked,
slight student of ‘history at
Brigham Young University,
with-neatly trimmed hair,
testified  that after Fletch-
er’s call’he received two let-
ters—one signed “Earl War-
ren” and the other “Ed War-
ren,” aliases used by Hunt.
One letter contained a
round-trip ticket for Greg-
ory to fly to Washington,
which he said he did on
about Egb. 20, 1872,

. Gregoryisald he
Bt S eyt
“Warren”. the same  night,
Gregory identified “War-
ren” as Hunt from a picture
shown him by Silbert,

Hunt, Gregory

“asked whether I had any

qualms about what he had’

asked me to do and what he
had asked me to do.was to
work for Muskie (Sen. Ed-
mund S. Muskie) campaign
headquarters and supply
him Hunt) with information
... I said no. Then we
talked about my going down
there the following day to .

Mus.i{,i:mﬁ_eadquxarters and

trying to gpt on as a student.

intern.”

Gregory said he went to
work for Muskie about
March 1, endeavoring to get
for Hunt the information he
requested. Gregory said
Hunt wanted “tq. know as
far as possible what the con-

met with

- said, -
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form him of any major ad-
. visers he (Muskie) had. He
(Hunt) wanted to know if
there was any dissension in
the headquarters and if so,
between what parties.” Hunt
also wanted him to find out

‘about Muskie - contributors,:

Gregory said. |

Hunt, Gregory said, told
‘him the information would
be given to “Bob Fletcher
and the gentleman ‘Mr. War-
ren’ (Hunt) referred to as
the man who would give
him the money to pay me.”

Gregory said Hunt
“indicated that there was a
friend or friends in town to
whom the information
would be of great value.”
Gregory gave no indication
in his testimony that he
knew if the information he
was giving Hunt was ‘being
turned over to the Commit- .
tee for the Re-election of
the President,

.Silbert had indicated in
his opening statement that
the alleged conspiracy in-
volved at least six surrepti-
tipus intelligence operations
aimed at the Democrats,

Once a day, Gregory said,
I?e called Hunt on an un.
listed phone, They met once
a week, sometimes more of.
ten, at a drugstore at 17th
and K Streets NW. “We’d
come in at different times
and meet in the back of the
drugstore and I'd give Mr.
Warren a white envelope . . .
with typed information he

ley (-R-N.Y.). There are 1o
had requested, such as the
scheduling of Sen. Muskie,”
Gregory said.

“He would give me a
white envelope also, with
$175 in it.” That sum was his

Hevdlso' wanted me to in-
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weekly salary, Gregory said.
Also in the envelope was a
receipt for him to sign #hd
occasionally a slip with

S

a2

Thom:

Sometimes he would ask me
questions orally,” Gregory
said.

In mid-April, Gregory
said, when Muskie’s cam-
paign faltered, Hunt told

. him to.sign on as a volun-
= teer with McGovern and try

" to get the same type of in-

formation he. had . sought
from Mdskie. The weekly
meetings were switched to
the lobby of the Roger

Smith Hotel, at 18th Street

and Pennsylvania Avenue
NW, Gregory said. )

In mid-May, Gregory testi-
fied out of the jury’s pres-

ence, Hunt introduced him
to another man, whom Greg-
ory identified in court as
McCord, then the security
coordinator for the re-elec-
tion committee.

Hunt  previously had
asked Gregory to obtain a
floor ‘plan of McGovern’s
campaign headquarters, . “in-

- dicating windows and doors.

He also asked me about two

~“Some questions about in.

formation I had given him,
rooms.” Those two rooms ac-
cording to Gregory, were
the offices of Frank Mank-

“lewiez and Gary Hart, Mec-

Govern’s two top aides.

N

as james Gregory testified that he was recruited by E. Howard

"McCord, accordifig to Sil-
bert’s  opening statement,
later  visited MecGovern
headquarters and tried un—fﬁ
successfully to plant a bug
in Mankiewicz’s office while
Gregory distracted others.

Aslo in° mid-May, Gregory
said, Hunt introduced him

to another man, who sat

wearing dark glasses in the
rear of a car driven by
Hunt. The three of them
stopped at -a MecDonald’s
“for hamburgers and some-
thing to drink,” Gregory
said. “The gentleman took
his dark glasses off.”
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Hunt to spy.



