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Isolated from the outside
world by “courteous but
firm” U.S. marshals, the ju-
rors in the Watergate bug-
ging case spend their time
reading old magazines and
censored newspapers and
“joking a lot,” a juror re-
lieved from duty on the
tourth day of the trial sa1d
yesterday

“They talk about their
families and joke about ev-
erything but the case, but
you_ fmd yourself watchmrr

every word you say so as
not::to be indiscreet,” said
Gabriel Oleaga, 60, one of
the four men and eight
women originally chosen for
the jury. 4

Oleaga was dismissed
fromh the case by Chief U.S.
District Judge John J. Sirica
after Oleaga’s wife men-
tioned a newspaper account
of the trial during a tele-
phone conversation.

Sirica has ordered the
jury sequestered to'insulate
its members from publicity
that . might pveJudr‘.e their
deliberations.

Oleaga said he had called
his wife yesterday morning
to ask her to pack “a clean
suit #nd a few shirts” for
him when she “blurted out
about~ the trial,”® and
prompted his immediate dis-
missal‘from the case.

“The policeman (US.
marshal) I think was sup-
posed-to talk to heér and
warn her not to mention the
trial, but he didn’t,”'Oleaga
said yesterday in an inter-
view. -

“I got on the phone and,
beéore I could sayianything,
she blurted out, ‘I read in
the paper about one of the
men in the case saying he
was guilty,” ” Oleaga said.

“I said, ‘No, no, no talking
about this and the police-
man monitoring the call on
another phone said it, too,
but it was too late,” the for-
mer juror said. :

Oledga,  a
waiter  who 'has lived in

Cuban-born

e

Washmgton with his Ameri-
can wife sinee 1951, was im- !

medxately summoned before
Siriga:-and sent home.

“I’m disappointed but I

don’t’ blame the judge. I
agree with him. The law is
such a striet thing and. he
doesn’t want any irregulari-
ties. You must admire that
in a person.” Oleaga said.
Oleaga has been replaced

on the jury by one of six al-

ternate jurors who are also
sequestered for the duratlon
of the trial. ;

Since Tuesday, when he
was chosen for the jury,
Oleaga said he lived in a
“comfortable” 9 by 12 foot
room furnished “just like a
motel,” with a bed, chair,
bedside table, dresser, mir-
ror and rug, but no televi-
sion or telephone. i

Each juror has beeg as-
signed a similar room, the
wdmen on the eighth 'floor
and the men on the séyenth
floor of the U.S. District
courthouse. They are under
strict instructions not to' dis-
cuss the case among -them-
selves until the end.of testi-
mony. They are. pald $20 a
day.

The jurors have developed
a routine closely supervised

" by U.S, marshals, Oleaga

said. ..
It’'s up" before 7 am,

bredakfast in a_dining room

in the courthouse basement
(“whiere you can order from
a menu, like in a regular
restaufrant”), lunch in the
same rpom and dinner at a
nearby hotel, where jurors
are allowed to sip a drink
or two during their imeal, he
said.

When they’re not sitting
in the courtroom listening
to the lawyers, the jurors
gather in a large adjacent
jury ‘room, where they. sit,
“mostly silently,” around a
rectangular table under the
watchful gaze of at least two
marshals, Oleaga said.

The jurors are allowed to
buy. daily newspapers that
are thoroughly censored by
marshals who eclip out all
references to the case. In
the ‘communal afeas in the
seventh and: eighth floors,
tk_xey' also have coffee, medi-
cine, and can read old maga-
zines, also carefully clipped,
he sald

“The marshals are just
perfect, very kind, very re-
spectful and very firm,”
Oleaga said.. “You ecan't
move to even buy chewing
gum:

“Ldidn’t do much talkmg
I Just concentrated on think-
ing about what the judge
said, what the defense law-
yer said and what the prose-
cution said. .

“I'm disappointed = about
being dismissed. I haven’t
eaten since I was there. I
wanted to see the end and
cast my vote,” he added.

Oleaga said he has “some

ideas” about the guilt or in-

nocence of the defendants,
but declined to discuss them
“until the whole thing is
over.”
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Ervin Heads

Senate Quiz

On Buggmg

Sen. Sam J. Ervinmr Jr. (D-
N.C.), chairman of the Sen-
ate Government Operations |

Committee and the constitu-

tional rights subcommittee,
has agreed to head a Senate
investigation of the Water-
gate affair and the ‘alleged
GOP political espionage
against Democrats in last
year’s election campaign.
‘Majority leader Mike
Mansfield (D-Mont.) made
the announcement yesterday
a few moments after the
senate Democratic caucus
unanimously approved a res-
olution calling for an inves-
tigation and requesting Er-
vin personally to head it.
Mansfield said the probe
will cover not only the
Watergate  bugging but
other aspects of the political
espionage charges, including
“phony letters” allegedly
cooked up by GOP figures
to diseredit Sens. Edmund
S. Muskie (D-Maine), Henry
M. Jackson (D-Wash.) and
Hubert H. Humphrey (D-
Minn.).
,Mansfield hinted that
while Ervin might get the
probe under way shortly, he
wouldn't hold any public
hearings until the present
criminal trials on the Water-
gate affair are over.




