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WASHINGTON — Wa-
tergate defendant E. How-
ard Hunt Jr. pleaded guil-
ty today to all charges
against him and said the
prosecution’s claim of a
wide-scale political espio-
nage operation ordered
by top officials of Presi-
dent Nixon’s re-election
campaign was essentially
correct.

U.S. District Judge John
Sirica, who earlier refused
to accept a guilty plea to
three charges, accepted the
second plea oovering six
counts of conspiracy, bur-
glary, bugging and wiretap- .
ping against Hunt in connec- 1 g
tion with last summer’s
break-in at the Democratic
Party’s national headquar- !
ters here.

Strong Case -

In refusing to accept the
first plea, Sirica said. the
government had a strong
case on all six counts -and
that the interest of justice
demanded that they all be -
. proseauted.

It leaves six men, inéludv
ing a former White House
consultant and another man
who held positions af the
White House, the Treasury
Department, and in the Nix-
on campaign, on trial in the
Watergate case, which was
a major issue in the 1972
presidential campaign.

Hunt, a former CIA agent,
also was a White House con-
‘sultant for the Nixon admin-
istration.

Espionage

Before the second guilty
plea was accepted, Hunt
said under questioning from
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defendants
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the Judge thtaat bhe prosecu-
tion’s opening statement out-

lining a broad operation of’ -
political esplon_age by top

members of /N
paign was
rect.

f%,'

After acceptmg the plea, -
Sirica placed Hunt under:

$100,000 bond. and he was
taken into.custody by U.S.

" marshals while his attorneys
tried to raise it.

Sirica said he set the bond?

high because Hunt fled gov-
ernment investigators short-
ly after the break-in, had
friends and acquaintancesin
foreign countries and was
not employed.

The possibility the case
would be expanded beyond
the simple criminal counts
involved in the break - n
last June 17 apparently van-
ished when Hunt’s attorney
William Bittman, wi'th; the
support of the prosecutor,
successfully argued against
Sirica’s suggestion that for
Hunt to have his guilty pleas
accepted, he ought to ex-
plain “how you got into this
conspiracy.” :

Hunt did admit under Siri-
ca’s questioning that he was
guilty of each count-and
committed the :violations
“knowingly, intention-,
ally and unlawfully.”

Bittman argued against
Hunt answering the question
_of how he became involved '
1{1 the conspiracy on grounds
e government plans to re-
_open a grand jury 1nvest1ga—
‘tiontz of the political ‘espio-

,,nad.

Prejudice

Blttmaﬁ ‘said Hunt’s an-
swers' rmght prejudice “his
‘position in that investigation
jand that hliﬁgnswers might
preJudlce the, judge’s own
view regardln he other six

still standmg

trial.
¥
Lawyers for the ()Eher six

. men charged with political

espionage — obvmusly. wor-
ried Hunt might later be
called to testify against their
clients and that his admis-
sion of guilt could hurt their:
case — had hinted th’ey
might move for a mistrialif .
Hunt’s request was granted:
Bittman cited the death: of
Hunt’s wife in a plane crash
last month, the fact he’has,.
four chlldren between the
ages of 9 and 22 at home, |

‘ssentlally cor-

and his health among the
reasons for his not wishing
to proceed with the trial.
Guilty Plea
Silbert told Sirica the gov-
ernment had agreed to ac-

cept a guilty plea from Hunt |

but said he had made it
“perfectly plain” to Hunt
that one condition was that
he would be called before a
grand jury to testify about
“what knowledge, if any, he
has-about others involved in
the Watergate affair.”

After .a recess, the trial re-
sumed without Hunt at the
defense table, and testimony
began.

Sirica gave the jurors no
explanatlon of Hunt’s “abs-

- ence except to adv1se them

that they were “‘no longer to
be~concerned with the case
of the United States agamst

t

E. Howard Hunt.” "

: Witness -
Among the opening Wit~
nesses was Robert Fletcher,
a . former college student
who said he was asked. by

. Hunt to recruit young people
.to infiltrate Democratic or-

ganizations and feed out in-
formation useful to the Re-
publicans.

Fletcher said he met Hunt
‘in the summer of 1971 at the

Robert R. Mullen Co., a-

Washington public relations
firm headed by Fletcher’s
uncle, Robert Bennett. Hunt
was employed by the firm.

In February, 1972, Fletch-
er said, he visited the firm,
said he was dropping out of
school .and was interested in
working in the Republican
campaign, hoping to get pos-
sible leads to employment.

Fletcher said he falked to
Hunt. )

“We chatted for a whﬂe ”
Fletcher said. ‘“Then he got
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up and closed the door and
said he had something he

wanted totalk to me about.”

‘Fletcher said he’ was
asked if he had any friends -
interested in joining Demeo-
cratic organizations to pro-
vide information for the Re-
publicans. Fletcher said:he
could think of none at the
moment but later got in -
touch with a long-time
friend, Thomas Gregory, a
student at Brigham Young
University. '

Gregory, who is to testify
later, was identified yester-
day by the government asa
spy planted inthe campaign
offices of Democratic Sens.
Fdmund Muskie and Georde
McGovern.

Karlier Wltnesses were po-
lice: and FBI experts who
presented photographs . and
charts of the Watergate of--
fice building - which -housed
the ' Democratic headquar-
ters, and its environs.

In a two-hour opening
statement to the jury yester-
Silbert - alleged “that
Hunt was the chief recruiter

- for ,the political spy squad,

which he said was funded by
235,000 from Nixon’s re-
election campaign and di-
rected by another defendant,
former White House staffer
G. Gordon Liddy.-

The other defendants are
James W. McCord Jr., for-
mer security coordinator for
the Nixon re-election com-
rhittee, Barnard L. Barker,
Frank A. Sturgis, Eugenio
R. Martinez and Virgilio
Gonzalez, former CIA opera-
tives.

HOWARD HUNT AFTER ENTERING PLEA

With attorney (left) William Bittman' .-
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