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Hunt Will F ace
Renewed Quiz
By Grand J ury

By Carl Bernstein
and Bob Woodward

Special to The Washington Post

As a resylt of pleading
guilty to his role in the con-
-spiracy to bug Democratic
,head_qu'arters, E. Howard
Hunt Jr. will be called be-
fore a federal grand jury to
tell “what" knowledge he
has, if any, of the involve-
ment of others in the s0-
called Watergate case.”

That statement, made in
U:S. District Court yester-
day by Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney Earl J. Silbert, means
‘that the Watergate grand
jury will be Féconvened to
hear the testimony of Hunt,
the former ‘White House
consultant who has thus far
remained silent about the
events that led to the June
17 break-in at Democratic
headquarters. :

Silbert, asked by report-
ers to elaborate on the up-
coming grand jury appear-
ance,"would not say if Hunt
would: he questioned about
other undercover political
activities allegedly under-
taken & against the Demo-

crats. Silbert touched on :
reported plans for such ac- '

tivities in his opening argu-
ments..

The prosecutor also de-
clined to answer whether
the government hag received

any assurances from Hunt
-that he will name any per-"

_sons—excluding his codefen-
«dants — who might have
known about the bugging or
other undercover activities.
Other sources, meanwhile,

reported that none of Bunt’s :

testimony would be used in

the current prosecution of
his codefendants, but would

only figure in the explora-
tion of new charges. The
sources stressed that, at
present, there is no indica-
tion that further indiet-
. ments”or “charges aré ‘forth-
coming.

" Hunt's lawyer, William O.
‘Bittman, the ex-CIA agent,
-acknowledged that his client
Was, in effect, “pleading to
the entire indictment” and
admitting his role in the
conspiracy outlined to - the
jury by Silbert only min-
utes bhefore.

Only . when Bittman :
pointed .out that the plea
could lead to as many as 25 -
years in prison did Hunt
flinch, and the attorney
then spelled out thq counts ;
to which Hunt wanted to}
plead: -1 '

® Conspiring to obtain in- |
formation from the Demo-
crats by bugging “their of- :
fices, wiretapping their tele-
phones, stealing their re-
cords and photographing
their documents,

® Breaking into and en-
tering’ - the ' Democrats’
Watergate headquarters on
June 17th. ’

® “Willfully, knowingly
and unlawfully” intercept-
ing the “wire - communica-
tions received by and sent
from telephones located in
the offices and headquarters
of the Democratic National
Committee.” '

Bittman then asked Chief
Judge John J. Sirica to dis-
miss the remaining charges
against Hunt — attempted
interception of oral com-
munications; attempted in-
terception of wire communi-
cations, and an additional
burglary charge—as agreed
to by Silbert’s office a week
earlier.

Both Silbert and Bittman
told Judge John (. Sirica
that Hunt’s plea effectively
rendered those charges moot,
because Hunt had already
admitted to all the allega-
tions in the indictment, and
he could receive no addition-
al imprisonment for them
under the:¢oiirt’s econcurrent
sentencing rules.

In entering Hunt’s plea,

Bittman asked Judge Sirica
to defer jailing -Hapd, until
after the Watergate tiiu] is
completed-and sentencing is
imposed. = The judge re-
minded thé attorney and
Hunt that “it is the practice
of this court” to send de-
fendants to jail after they
enter a guilty plea—¢“in
practically all cases—
whether it is white collar
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vgiuiam O. Bittman, defense attorney;” Huiit Jr, (séated) could be senteniced to as
st;mds as he says his client, E. Howard much as a 25-year jail sentepce.

crime or crimes of
violence . . . You ought to
have that in mind; Mr. Hunt
ought to have that in mind,”
said the judge.

Noting that “Mr. Hunt’s
wife was tragically killed a
month ago in an airplane
crash,” Bittman appealed to
Sirica to allow Hunt tg re-
main free uriti] the ex-White
House ::}ide can made ar-

e ————

14 pounds in

rangements 1or the care of
his four children, aged 9 to
22. :

He dlso called attention to
“Mr. Hunt’s own present
medical condition,” and re.
vealed that ‘government doc-
tors had recently examined
the defendant. Hunt has lost
the past
month, Bittman told the

judge.



