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Watergate

= :}urors Face

Guarded Life

‘By Lawrence Meyer
Wuhlnston Post Staff Writer

The room is roughly 9 by
12 feet. It has oné bed, ‘one
chair, one bedside table, ozie
four.drawer dresser and
one. mirror, one rug on a
linoleum tile floor and one
.ovefhead light. The. canary
yellow walls are devoid of
Beige curtains cover the
frosted windows, which are
translucent but not ‘frans-
parent. The adjalning bath-
room "has a toilet, ‘mirror

and a sink. No jhower |

That’s down the hall,;

- -*Zhe room is in neither a |

jail nor & monastery; It is lo-
cated on the sevemth floor
of the United States District

Courthouse here. “For the.

next week, month, three
months or however long it
takes, this room ghd 17 oth-
ers just like it will be home
for the 18 men an@ women—

. 12 jurors and six! alternates

— selected to decide the
guilt or innpcefice of the
sevéen men charged in -the
Watergate bugging case that
begins Monday. ;

Chief U.S. District Judge
John J. Sirica,- who ap-
pointed himself to try the

Bee JURY A19, Col. 2

JURY, From Al
case, announced over -le-
fense ‘objections in Oelober
that he would Sequesier the -
Watergate jury to insulate .
its members from publicity

i that might prejudice their

deliberatfons.

Defense lawyers said at
the time Sirica announced
his intention to sequester
the jury that the move itself
was prejudiclal, that jurors
would blamie the defendants
for their seclusion.

In some respects, prison-
ers have more rights than
the Watergate jurors will
have. The Watergate jurors
will be permitted to watch
television in two small day-

‘rooms on the courthouse’s

seventh . and eighth floors
where they will be staying.
A deputy U.S. marshal will
be present, however, to turn

.off the set the moment any

mention iz made concerning

the trial. )
The jurors will be allowed

to read newspapers — once
the marshals have clipped

out any stories that conéern.
" thé irial. 'X‘hey will be al-

lowed to malm telephone
callsy with a marghal listen-
Ing in to make sugpe no one
discusses the case. THey wila
be allowed to ‘receive and
open mall but; Uetox‘& they
read it, the marskal will

,read it to make sure fiothing
. about the trial is digcussed.
" Jurors will not .be aljowed

to see their familles or
friends.

Twice a day, for breakfast
and lunch, the juroks will be
escorted by deputy marshals

" to a special dining room in

the courthouse basement
where they will eat. A dep-
uty will sit at the tables

with them, with instructions
to interrupt any conversa-
tion that "~ touches on the
trial. Jurors customarily are
instructed hy the judge at
the outset of a trial not.to
discyss the trial with anyone
— including other jurors —

gt the jurora will’
grtnd out of the cpufite.
uhuun"..‘-_tbn ‘deputy. smarshals’

and ‘takep tor -8’ restaurant - -
- Yot dinfier.: . When “jyriés
have been seq ered here:
: / - qhave been

._ ,m 'Y
‘ic -"- gt i)
dends K- By aun-
?l)d;weqcléan clothlnz °
or e §itrors. .
n weekends Sirica says,‘ ,
'he jurors will: be- taken on
rips — with the. ever-pres
nt deputy -marshals. On
‘undays, the.jurors will be
aken by députies: w chjurch.
they wigh.
Estimates ot how long the
t .1 will take range ‘from
s weeks to three months.
T ¢ jury that tried Charles
M nson and three codefen-
« (s in Los Angeles was se-
"« stered nine months in a-
el. During that period,
« .¢ juror lost her job, an-
v her’s home was burglar-
ired twice with no one to
lcok. after it and apother
su’'fered - asthma - attacks
fr. m the pressure.
. “he Manson “jurors
! st ved in a hotel with week-
e . conjugal visits arranged
{ married jurors. The
Watergdte jurors will stay
in the courthouse, at a sav-
‘ings of~$400 a day, the U.S.
Marshal’§* office estimates.
Mecals and other expenses
will cost about $17 a day per
juror. The cost of salaries is
$50 a day for each deputy
m: shal.. The number of

—m: %hﬂs—dfbaﬂed—for—t‘he-
trizl has not been disclosed

for security reasons. .
The last time -a jury’ was
sequestered here was last

.}.

May when Sirita ordered

tr ol:Ra and&’r;}ny“l.ee'

to be kapt; hofel At that..

time ’t‘h&UﬁL TIAY - WAs -
using rooma. on"the. seventh |
floor,'as, offices,, breventing

. the ‘space from béfng -

for jurors. Prosecution law-

yerc have slnoe mobed out

of 4he rooms, " %"

The rooms. oq m@‘heve{lhth

infmqﬁently to houﬁjumrs



