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Guilty Watergate Pleas Sought 
By Jack Anderson 

The Justice Department is 
discreetly sounding out some 
of the .defendants in the Wa-
tergate case about entering 
guilty pleas and settling the 
affair without trial. 

It's no secret the White 
House would like to avoid the 
embarrassment of a public 
trial, which could spread on 
the court record details that 
have been limited so far to 
newspaper accounts. 

The trial, if it goes accord-
ing to schedule, would also 
run just as President Nixon 
begins his final four years in 
office. He would like to domi-
nate the front . pages with 
news of his plans and pro-
grams for the future. The last 
Liais.g he wants to see are 
lIndline stories about White 
House complicity in the bur-
glarizing and bugging of Dem-
ocratic headquarters. 

By pleading guilty, the de-
fendants could avoid a. public 
spectacle 'and save the White 
House embarrassment. The 
White • House, therefore, has a 
keen interest in preventing 
the case from ever coming to 
trial. 

Our sources at the Justice 
Department expect six of the 
seven defendants to go along 
with a guilty plea if the con-
spiracy and other charges are 
cut hack enough. The lone  

holdout, our sources way, may 
be ex-White House aide Gor-
don Liddy. He's a tough-
Minded lawyer who would be 
disbarred if he pleads -guilty 
to a felony. 

Watergate Deal? 
Members of the defense 

team cautiously Confirmed 
that the government is at least 
working on a deal. One de-
fense source said there had 
been "informal contacts" be-
tween the prosecution and de-
fense. "There are always dis-
cussions like this in virtually 
every criminal case," he said, 
"the sort of thing that goes, 
'What would you do if ...?" 

Another defense source said 
a more definite offer had been 
made to one defendant but 
had been turned down. Subtle 
probing has been going on for 
months, but no "hard discus-
sions" have begun, the defense 
sources said. 

None of the defense team 
would speak for attribution, 
however, except for Henry 
Rothblatt, attorney for four of 
the men caught at gunpoint 
inside Democratic headquar-
ters. He denied any approach 
from the Justice Department. 
"So far," he said, "they 
haven't talked to me. I'm 
ready for trial." 

meanwhile, the mystery 
deepens over who is paying  

for the legal expenses. All the 
defendants have high-powered 
lawyers. Rothblatt is an impos-
ing trial figure who literally ,  
wrote the book on modern. 
criminal law. 

Another defense lawyer, :  
William Bittman, was for-
merly t h e Justice Depart 
ment's star prosecutor who 
convicted both Teamsters boss 
Jimmy Hoffa and Senate 
wheeler-dealer Bobby Baker. 

Another national celebrity 
on the defense team, Gerry 
Alch, is a partner of the 
famed criminal lawyer, F. Lee 
Bailey. Alch rivals Bailey 
in both fees and glory. 

Who is paying for these 
high-powered, 	high-priced 
attorneys? We have spoken to 
some of the defendants who 
told us: "We were told when 
we took the job that we would 
be taken care of." They aren't 
paying their own legal bills, 
they acknowledged. 

But no one—neither the de-
fendants nor the lawyers—will 
say who is putting up the 
money. 

Washington Whirl 
LONDON OR NOTHING,- 

President Nixon's No. I cam-
paign contributor, W. Clement 
Stone, has turned down an of-
fer to become the new Ambas-
sador to Paris. The Chicago in-
surance tycoon, who contrib- 

uted an estimated $4 milli'}nn 
to Mr. iNbcongs last two pres 
dential fampaigns, is holdin Aro 
out for `\ Ambassador to Lo 
don. He lies close ties .wit1,13 ■ 
Prince Phtillip and, has als= 
helped to establish boys' cluttfit•  
in Englanti, The London post 
is now held , by another multi-
millionaire. contributor, Wal-
ter Annenberg, who is ex-  
peeled to resign. 

SEASON'S; 'FLEECINQS 
Some top bureaucrats mailed' 
out thousands~ of official holi- 
day greetings tae friends and 
associates at public expense. 
At the Inter-American • De-
fense College, ,tor example; 
Maj. Gen. George S. Beatty 
sent official greetings to some 
400 big shots, inchirling Latin . 
American dignitaries, through,. 
out the Western Hemisphere. 
In the top riglithand ,corner 	, 
the envelope, we found the, 
warning in English, Spanish , 
and Portuguese, "Pmalty for 
Private use: $300." At the 
Treasury, Comptroller 1 of the 

ICurrency William Camp in-
sists the public didn't Oay for - 
the hundreds of cards he 
mailed out. "We get our' oper-
ating funds from the Nanks, 
not from Congress," said 
Camp. So it was the bantkers 
who footed the bill for !the 
Comptroller's 	Christmas' 
cards. 
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