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WASHINGTON (AP) — The Team-

sters Union is transferring its $100,000-

a-year legal business from the law
firm which pursued the Watergate bug-
ging case for the Democrats to the law
firm which will soon be joined by
Charles W. Colson, a top political aide
to President Nixon.

Sources say that Teamsters presi-
dent Frank W. Fitzsimmons, one of
Nixon’s staunchest labor allies, unsuc-
cessfully pressured the law firm of Ed-
ward Bennett Williams to back away
from its aggressive pursuit of the Wat-
ergate case, a major political embar-
rassment to Nixon.

It could not be determined to what
- extent the White House encouraged
. Fitzsimmons to protest.

DEC 8 1972

to confirm, in respense to questions,
“that we have been terminated and
have been instructed to turn over all
pending matters at the end of the year
to the law firm which Mr. Colson will
be joining.”

WILLIAMS said it was the Team-
sters’ -prerogative to switch attorneys.
He would not discuss the matter
further,

Colson has said he will he leaving

the White House staff in the near fu.
ture. He will be joining the law firm of
Morin, Dickstein, Shapiro and Galli-
gan. .
Morin is Charles H. Morin, a former
law partner of Colson hefore Colson
joined the Nixen admipistration three
years ago.

Nixon Aide’s

Williams refused to comment except

a Teamsters official had asked if the
firm would be interested in discussing
‘handling ‘the union’s legal affairs.

He characterized the talks as “very,
very preliminary” and “discussions
more exploratory than anything else.”
He said he did not know the Teamsters
had terminated the Williams firm, al-

though Williams said he was directed

to send material on Teamsters’ cases
to the Morin firm.

MORIN EXPRESSED surprise when
a reporter inquired about his firm
representing the Teamsters, although
two employes of the firm immediately
referred the reporter to Morin when
the reporier asked to speak to ““the
partner handling the Teamsters rep-
resentation.”

Weldon Mathis, a union vice presi-

dent and executive assistant to Fitz-
simmons, said the change in law firm
was news to him. But he said “Fitz
would make that decision” and that he
hadn’t seen the union chief for two
weeks. .

Colson could not be reached for com-
ment.

The firm of Williams, Connolly ‘and.
Califano began actively pursuing the
Watergate case on behalf of the Demo-
cratic party in mid-June, even con-
ducting its own investigation. Partner
Joseph Califano wag then counsel to
the Democratic party. He once served
former President Lyndon B. Johnson
as a special White House assistant.

Sources familiar with the Teamsters’
reaction gave this account:

Fitzsimmons  personally expressed

In response to questions, Morin said

3usiness

his dissatisfaction about the Watergate
work done by the firm. He indicated
he was partly reflecting White House
unhappiness with the case—a political-
ly charged affair involving at least two
former White House aides, employes of
the Committee for the Re-election of
the President and the bugging of tele-
phones at Democratic national head-
quarters. :

One man indicted in the case had
been hired by and worked for Colson.

The Williams firm, however, contin-
ued o pursue the case. _

FINALLY, ABOUT A week ago, the
Teamsters formally notified the law
firm it wag taking its business else-
where.



