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McGovern Asserts Nixon

NYTimes
| Charges Abuse of Power
By JAMES M. NAUGHTON

Special to The New York Times

DETROIT, Oct. 25—Senator
George McGovern, making his
harshest attack on the Presi-
dent, declared tonight that the
United States faced a “moral
and a constitutional crisjs of
unprecedented dimensions” be-
cause of “widespread abuse
of power” by the Nixon
Administration. :

In a nationally televised ad-
dress that he described as the
most important of his.cam-
paign for the Presidency; the
Tsemocratic Senator accused
President Nixon of having ca-
tered to special interests,
usurped Congressional author-
ity, made a ‘“savage” effort to
intimidate the news media and
tried to undermine the politicali
process”itself. ]

The 30-minute paid telecast
came after appearances in
Milwaukee and Cleveland in
which Mr. McGovern ;charged
that a published report linking
the White House chiefof staff
to political espionage i*places
tne whole ugly mess of cor-
ruption, of sabotage,. of wire-
tapping right squarely, i
lap of Richard Nixon.

Mr. McGovern.referred ini
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'the two cities to allegations
/in #today’s editions of The
{Washington Post that H. R.
{Haldeman, the President's se-
|muor aide, had helped to con-
{trol a $700,000 Republican fund
ithat financed attempts to dis-
rupt the Democratic campaign
for the White House.

The White House denied the
newspaper’s report last night
and again this morning, accus-
ing The Post of “shabby jour-
nalism” and “a blatant effort
at character assassination.”

Before the White House is-
sued its denial, Mr. McGovern
told. 4,000 persons at Cleveland
State University that the charge

against Mr. Haldeman was an
illustration of “criminal activity
and political subversion that is

PutsU.S.in‘Moral Crisis’

operdtiig-fneprideep inside the
White, H%usé itself.”" lg‘if,—
Senator McGovern'sitelevised

address ' was videofaped © in
Washington on Mogday and
made public here this afternoon.
It contained no direct refer-
ences to Mr. Haldeman or any
other members of the Presi-
dent’s. personal staff. .

“power . . . From Him Alone’

But Mr. McGovern blamed
the alleged espionage and sabo-|
tage activities on the President;
and his closest asociates, say-
ing: 3

“The men who have collected
millions in secret money, who
have passed out special favors,
who have ordered political sab-
otage, who have invaded our
offices in the dead of night—all
of these men work for Mr.
Nixon.

“Most of them he hired him-
self. And their power,.comes
from him alone. They act ‘on his
behalf and they-all accept his
orders.”

Mr., McGovern said that the
President had blocked any in-
dependent investigation ,of the
allegations growing out “of the
invasjpn and wiretapping.of the
Democtatic party’s national
‘headquarters in June. . |
' ‘“He' refused to answerques-

tions from either the press or
the people,” the Senator added,
“He stays hidden in the White
House, hoping you will mistake
silence for innocence.”

‘Fifth in a Series 8

The television address over
the Afnerican Broadcasting
Company network was the fifth
in a series of Democratic broad-
casts intended to win support
for Mr. McGovern’s candidacy
and the third in which he ap-
peared by himself to discuss
basic campaign themes. =

Unlike earlier telecasts . in|
which the Senator outlined-his
views on the Vietnam war-and
the economy, the broadcast to-
night was devoted almost-en-
tirely to a sharp attack on the
Republican Administration. Ex-
cept for a brief statement by

|Mr. McGovern that he was com-
imitted,to’ restoring, Americans’
‘trust’ 'in government, his re-
marks were devoted to an in-
dicthent of the President’s
stewardship that the Senator
has beeh reciting daily to much
smaller audiences.

Mr. ‘McGovern charged that
the Administration had aban-
doned '’ antitrust proceedings
against the International Tele-
phone and Telegraph Corpora-
tion after the concern had of-
fered 'to help finance the Repub-
lican National Convention.

He protested that the Price
Commission had granted an ex-
emption from price controls to
the Combined Insurance Com-
pany - of Chicago one week
after - its board chairman,
W. Clément Stone, a major con-
tributor to Mr. Nixon’s cam-
paigns,ihad dined in the White
.House.;

*."Favors Charged

The [Senator linked Republi-
can = campaign contributions
from ;the dairy industry and
carpet manufacturers to the dis-
pensation of Government fa-
vors, ;. and he said that Mr.
Nixon's refusal to disclose the
sources of $10-million in
“secret” campaign funds evaded
“troubling questions about why
our Government has acted the
wa yit has over the past four
yearsi’”

" The Senator asserted that Mr.
Nixon had demeaned the judici-
ary. by nominating unqualified
individuals to the Supreme
Court; had undermined Con-
gress through “the encroach-
ment of arbitrary executive

war and managing the economy,
and "had, “weakened” the Con-
stitution by eavesdropping on
individuals, arresting antiwar
demonstrators en masse and
trying to “intimidate the press.”

“We are confronted, in short,
with both a moral and a con-
stitutional crisis of unprece-
dented dimensions,” he said.
“Ambitious men come and go,
but a free society might never
recover from a sustained as-
sault on its most basic institu-
tions.

“And one can only ask if this
has happened in four years,
to what lengths would the same
leadership go in another four
years, once freed of the re-
straints of facing the people for
re-election?”

The Democratic nominee
said that the issue was whether
he or Mr. Nixon had the “in-
tegrity” needed to restore a
bond “of trust between ‘those
who elect and those who are
elected.”

Mr. Nixon, he contended,
had failed to “lift the moral
vision of America and rekindle
our sense of national purpose.”

Mr. McGovern said on the
way to Cleveland from Mil-
waukee that his confidence of
victory had been bolstered by.
private opinion polls showing
that voters— particularly Re-| -
publicans and independents—
were becoming increasingly dis-
turbed over accounts of espi-
onage and sabotage on behalf
of the President’s candidacy.

Accordingly, the Presidential
challenger stepped up his at-|

tacks on the incumbent presi-

power” in waging the Vietnam dent.



