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Why GOP 
Editor 

Aided Demos 
Washington 

John D. Lofton Jr., edi-
tor of the official Republi-
can National Committee 
newsletter, said yesterday 
that he sent various Dem-
ocratic presidential aspir-
ants information about 
other contenders during 
the New Hampshire . prig 
mary campaign because he 
"wanted to do what I 
could to help" them at-
tack each other. 

Lofton, the editor of Mon! 
day, responded to published 
newspaper stories about his 
having provided information 
for the campaign of Los An-
geles Mayor Sam Yorty to 
be used against Senator Ed-
mund Muskie of Maine. The 
stories were basically accu-
rate, he said, but he was "an 
equal - opportunity sup-
plier." 

DATA 
Lofton said that he sup-

plied information on several 
candidates to tre campaigns 
of several others, including ,  
that of Senator George 
McGovern. "And they ap- ' 
predate it, I know," he said. 
He added that persons with-
in. the, Senator's campaign 

organization, whom he re-
fused to- identify, had re-
turned the favor and sup-
plied'him with tips that he 
was able to use in Monday. 

None of the information 
was particularly private or 
at all scandalous, Lofton 
said. Much of it was the sort 
of thing  that Monday often 
uses — comparisons of poli-
ticians' statements on var-
ious issues over a period of 
time. "But I think it was 
perfectly above - board," he 
said, adding  that none of it 
was mailed in plain enve-
lopes or with intent to con-
ceal its source. 

BATTLE 
"If I thought I had some-

thing  to contribute to the 
battle, 'I'd do it," Lofton 
said. "Whenever they (the 
Democrats) wanted to at-
tack each other, I wanted to 
do what I could to help." 

Muskie won  the New 
Hampshire primary, but his 
margin of victory over 
McGovern w a s narrower 
than had been foreseen. 
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