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WASHINGTON — A presi-
dential spokesman asserted 
today that no one in the 
White House has directed 
any political sabotage or es-
pionage. 

White House press secre-
tary Ronald Ziegler, r e-
sponding to a growing vol-
ume of reports that the 
White House was involved in 
an effort to sabotage Demo-
cratic political activities, de-
clared: 

ews Services 

"If anyone had been in-
volved in such actitivies, 
they would no longer be at 
the White House." 

Ziegler said political sabo-
tage is "something we don't 
condone and won't tolerate." 

Ziegler, who repeatedly 
referred to his statement as 
a "White House assertion," 
would not say whether the 
denial was based on an in- 
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vestigation of reports car-
ried in the Washington Post, 
New York Times, Time 
Magazine and other publica-
tiOns. 

"It is a statement of confi-
dence," Ziegler said, based 
on his knowledge of "what is 
tolerated or condoned" in 
the White House. 

The Post, Time and Times 
have all published stories 
saying Donald Segretti, a 
Los Angeles attorney, at-
tempted to sabotage Demo-
cratic presidential c and i-
dates both before and after 
the party's national conven-
tion as part of a concerted 
GOP campaign. 

A 1 l three publications 
linked Segretti to Dwight 
Chapin, President Nixon's 
appointments secretary. The 
Post and Time said that 
Chapin, a University of 
Southern California class-
mate of Segretti, was Se-
gretti's contact man. 

Chapin issued a statement 
earlier branding the stories 
as "hearsay." 

Monday when the reports 
linking Chapin and Segretti 
first appeared, Ziegler had 
said he would not "dignify 
with comment stories based 
on hearsay, character assas-
sination, innuendo or guilty 
by association." 

The Times reported today 
that Segretti made at least 
28 telephone calls to the 
White House, Chapin's home 
and to the home of E. How-
ard Hunt, a former White 
House consultant, who was 
indicted in connection with 
the June 17 break-in at Dem-
ocratic National Headquar-
ters in the Watergate Build-
ing. 

Asked if White House tele-
phone logs included Segret-
ti's name, Ziegler replied, 
"To my knowledge we do 
not have such a log." 


