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WASHINGTON, Oct. 13—Senator Edward M. Kennedy, 
as chairman of a Senate judiciary subcommittee, has or-
dered a !`preliminary-inquiry" into the Watergate bugging 
incident and charges of politi-
cal espionage and sabotage in 
the Presidential campaign. 

At this point, the Massachu-
setts Democrat is not commit-
ting himself to public subcom-
mittee hearings before the Nov. 
7 elections. But the Kennedy 
move raises the possibility that 
his subcommittee could pro-
vide efocal point for ibemo-
crats as they try to develop 
their charges of political spying 
and sabotage against the Re-
publican Administration. 

Senator Kennedy explained 
his intentions to conduct a 
"preliminary inquiry" in ''`a let-
ter sent yesterday to the seven 
othe members of the Senate 
Judiciary Subcommittee on Ad-
ministrative Practices, which 
he heads. While Senator Ken-
nect 11  's staff refused to make 
the etter public, its contents 
we disclosed by other Senate 
sou ces. 	 _ 

e Kennedy letter , made 
cleA that he intended - to in-
vestigate not only the /Rigging 
of the Democratic National 

,Committee headquarters in the 
Watergate apartments but *so 
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dent and,...ehrges of irregulari-
ties itt dratilpilIgn contributions. 

Faced with the opposition,  of 
Republicans and some Demo-
cratic committee members, Mr. 
Patman was unable to obtain 
a quorum of the committee to 
holdis hearing. The commit- 
tee 	refused him authority 
to 	

thority 
to iss e • subpoenas. .„„H , 

Whether there was a con-
nection between the collapse 
of the Patman investigation 

and the Kennedy letter an-
nounting the prelimiwOu-
quiry was not immediately 
clear. 

It is known, however, that 
various Democratic leaders 
have been looking to the Pat-
man committee, as well as the 
suit brought by the Democratic 
National CoMmittee in Federal 
courts, to expose the details of 
the Watergate bugging inci-
dent. 

With the investigation 
thwarted in the Banking Com-
mittee, the inclination of these 
Democratic leaders would be 
to turn to Senator Kennedy and 
his subcommittee. 

Mr. Kennedy has been under 
some pressure from Democratic 
officials to conduct an investi-
gation of the Watergate inci-
dent. He had resisted these 
pressures on the ground, ac-
cording to Democratic sources 
in the Senate, that his entry 
into the case would only serve 
to "politicize" the investigation. 

In his letter, Mr. Kennedy 
made clear his intention to is-
sue subpoenas to force reluc-
tant witnesses to appear. One 
of the principal purposes of the 
Kennedy letter was to obtain 
the consent of the rest of the 
subcommittee members to his 
issuance, of subpoenas. 

Judge Calls Fund Raisers 
Special to The New York Times 

MIAMI, Oct. 13—A judge 
here has ordered three men as-
sociated with President Nixon's 
campaign fund-raising to ap- 

pear in a trial of Bernard L. 
Bar- 	rhesus' ed leader of 
the 	r 	ak-in. 

The three witnesses, whose 
extradition orders were signed 
yesterday, are Maurice H. 
Stans, former Commerce Secre-
tary and now President Nixon's 
chief campaign fund-raiser; 
Hugh W. Sloan Jr., former 
Nixon finance committee treas-
urer; and Kenneth H. Dahlberg, 
chairman of the Minnesota re-
election committee. 

Today, Judge Paul Baker de-
nied a series of defense mo-
tions in Dade County Criminal 
Court and cleared the way for 
the trial to start as scheduled 
on Oct.' 30. However, Judge 
Baker said he might postpone 
the trial if the three men did 
not appear in his court by next 
Thursday. 

The Dade State Attorney, 
Richard E. Gerstein, has de-
scribed the three men as mate-
rial witnesses who are "essen-
tial" to the case. 

Mr. Barker is accused of 
"false and fraudulent" use of 
the Florida notary public seal 
on a campaign check. 

Assistant State Attorney 
David Goodhard, who with Mr. 
Gerstein is prosecuting the 
case, said that the authorities 
in Minnesota, Virginia and 
Washington, D. C., the homes 
of the three witnesses, had 
been cooperating "fully" and 
that he expected the witnesses 
to have no objections to corn- 

Miami real estate broker and 
4  notary public, was charged 

Sept. 15 with havin "falsely 
and fraudulently" acknowl-
edged the signature of Mr. 
Dahlberg on a $25,000 check, 
which he deposited into the ac-
count of his company April 20. 

Under the Florida law, the 
charge is a felony punishable 
by a prison term up to five 
years. 

The $25,000 was part of a 
total of $114,000 deposited by 
Mr. Barker on the same date 
at ,the Republic Nation-: Bank 
of Miami. The money had gone 
through the Finance Committee 
to Re-elect the President. 

At the hearing this afternoon, 
a defense lawyer, Henry Roth-
blatt of New York, sought ei-
ther to have the case dismissed 
or the trial indefinitely post-
poned on the ground that prej-
udicial publicity would make 
the proceedings unfair to his 
client. 

While overruling the motions, 
Judge Baker allowed Mr. Aoth-
Matt to introduce into theroc-
ords reports published in„ the 
local newspapers and broadcast 
by local radio and television of 
the Watergate break-in. 
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the general question of whether 
there has been "political espio- 
nage and sabotage" conducted 
during the current Presidential 
campaign. 

Both Senator George McGov-
ern, the Democratic Presidential! 
candidate, and Senator Edmund 
S. Muskie, who unsuccessfully! 
sought the Presidential nomina-, 
tion, have suggested that dur-' 
ing the campaign, including the 
primaries, they were the Mc-
tims of acts of political 
tage. 

Neither Mr. McGovern or 
Muskie has specifically 

charged that the sabotage was' 
directed by Republican officials 
supporting the 're-election; of 
President Nixon, although that 
has been the clear implication 
of their suggestions. 

The Kennedy letter was sprit 
on the same day that Repre-
sentative Wright Patmamq as 
chairman of the House Banking 
Committee, was blocked in his 
attempt to have his committee 
investigate the Watergate inci- . 

WASHINGTON, Oct. 13 (UPI) 
—The White House press sec-
retary, Ronald L. Ziegler, and 
a Pulitzer prize-winning report-
er, Clark R. Mollenhoff, en-
gaged in a tense confrontation 
today over the accuracy of a 
quote that Mr. Mollenhoff at- 

ing to Miami. 	 tributed to Mr. Ziegler last 
Mr. Barker, a 55-year-old week. 


