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Democrats have failed
to make a public-gripping
issue of the Watergate af-
fair, Senator Robert Dole
of Kansas said, but Law-
rence O’'Brien predicted
plenty of activity on Capi-
tol Hill will keep alive the
alleged political espionage
aimed at Democratic
headquarters.

Dole, chairman of the Re-
publican National Commit-
tee, and O’Brien, campaign
director for Democratic can-
didate George McGovern,
agreed, -but only to a degree,
yesterday that McGovern
will improve his present
standing in polls — as much

as 34 points behind Presi-

dent Nixon.

O’Brien predicted “a very
close election. like 1960 or
1968.” But Dole would only
say he expects “some slip-
page,” not enough to threat-
en Mr. Nixon’s lead.

Dole and O’Brien confront-
ed each other on ABC’s ““Is-
sues and Answers.” ’

McGovern is trying to use
the Dreak-in and alleged
bugging at Democratic
headquarters because he
has no other issues, Dole
said. “He wants the Presi-
dent fo confess he was at
the Watergate. Then he’d
be happy. Of course, that
was not the case.”

“Because a couple of peo-
ple (implicated in the Wat-
ergate case) had offices in
the Executive Office Build-
ing ... Democrats are
trying to link this with M.
(Maurice) Stans, John

Miichell, the President him-

self.” Dole said.

Stans heads the Finance !
Committee to Re-elect the
President. Mitchell, former- :

ly attorney general, was for
a time Mr. Nixen's cam-
paign manager.

O’Brien said Stans hadz

refused to testify before the
House Banking and Curren-
¢y Committee, which has
made a preliminary investi-
gation of the Watergate af-
fair and plans public hear-
ings soon.

“Let’s have some can-
dor,” O’Brien said. Dole re-
torted, speaking of the com-

reak-In Charges

mittee chairman, Represent-
ative Wright Patman (Dem-
Tex.), “You won’t have any
candor with Mr. Patman
. . . He doesn’t know how to
spell Republican.”.

He said he thinks Patman
should put an impartial
investigator in c¢harge.
O’Brien said the White
House and Justice Depart-
ment have ignored his de-
mands for an impartial in-
vestigator.
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