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The Major Events .Om the Day

International

Public demonstrations outside prisons in
Oporto, in northern Portugal, were banned
vesterday after incidents on New Year's
Day in which three persons were killed and
Tour gravely wounded by guards. One of the
victims was identified as a 22-year-old Ger-
man student, Giinter Bruns, from Ham-
burg. An official communiqué said that he
had been “interferring in Portuguese poli-
tics” and had links with various organiza-
tions. [Page 1, Column 4.]

The Soviet Union appears to have hard-
ened its stand on emigration despite the
1975 Helsinki declaration, which promised
freer movement of people and ideas in Eu-
rope. Since the East-West agreement, signed
last August, not a single prominent appli-
cant in Moscow is reported to have been
allowed to leave, nor have any of the Soviet
citizens whom the United States Govern-
ment has been seeking to reunite with rela-
tives here. [1:1-2.]

Beirut is a battlescape of charred, bullet-
pocked and dynamited buildings and shops,
depopulated areas where only rats and loot-
ers roam, sustained by a timid commercial
life. A Western diplomat, away for a month,
returned a few days ago and was stunned
by the bleakness that had settled over the
city after months of factional fighting. “It
has died,” he said. [1:1-2.]

Art experts in Italy reported the discov-
ery of what they believe to be previously
unknown frescoes by Michelangelo. The
frescoes were found by workmen who broke
through a trap door leading to a basement
in the sacristy of the Basilica of San
Lorenzo in Florence, in which Michelangelo
had begun working in 1521. If confirmed,
the find would be the second discovery in
the last two years of a work attributed to
Michelangelo. [1:3.]

National

An official of the Federal Trade Commis-
sion, who has found that automobile sales
are the biggest source of consumer com-
plaints, said that the commission proposed
that dealers in used cars and trucks be
required to place a “disclosure sticker” on
all used vehicles offered for sale. The sticker
would provide information about the deal-
er's repairs to the vehicle, the status of the
dealer’s liability for any future repair work
and the vehicle's previous owner and use,

if it had belonged to a commercial or gov-
ernment organization, [1:5.]

With a sharp decline in unplanned births
since 1960, most of the babies being born in
the United States are wanted by their
parents, according to Dr. Charles F. West-
off, a Princeton professor and an authority
on national fertility trends. He said the
country was approaching the “perfect con-
traceptive population,” a situation in which
birth control is universally practiced with
complete success and, therefore, in which
all births are planned and wanted. His study
concerned only married women, and did not
include illegitimate births. [1:6-7.]

Walter Schneir, a co-author with his wife
of a book about Julius and Ethel Rosenberg,
who were convicted and executed in 1953
for being atomic spies, has turned up rec-
ords of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
that, he says, might have resulted in a new
trial for the couple if their existence had
been known and presented to a Federal
court. [1:5-6.]

Metropolitan

The rate of inflation in the New York
Metropolitan area in 1975 was slower for
the second consecutive year than the na-
tional rate—7.8 percent compared with 9.6
percent nationally. The slower rate, accord-
ing to the Federal Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics, enhanced the competitiveness of the
area’s economy, and was one of the few
cheering notes in an otherwise somber an-
nual review of economic trends here. [1:8.]

Most of Consolidated Edison’s.1.2 million
gas customers will get a monthly increase
of $1, or 16 percent, under a ruling by the
Public Service Commission. The decision
provided an interim rate increase of 9.6
percent to yield $19,785,000 in revenues an-
nually. The utility’s customers who use gas
for heating will pay an increase of about
10 percent. [1:6-7.]

Governor Byrne ordered his cabinet offi-
cers to make 5 percent cuts in their depart-
mental salary accounts in the coming year’'s
budget, raising the possibility of a substan-
tial layoff of state employees in the fiscal
year beginning July 1. An aide to the Gov-
ernor said there had been general agree-
ment at a cabinet meeting on some of the
other cuts that would be necesary to reduce
projections of state spending by about $450
million [25:1.]
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