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The Major Events of the Day

International

At the end of their three-day meeting in
Rambouillet, France, leaders of the United
States, Japan and four Western European
industrial powers pledged yesterday to work
closely together to “‘assure the recovery” of
their economies and put them on a course
of “growth that is steady and lasting.” They
had sought to coordinate their activities
more closely in five main fields—currencies,
trade, economic revival, energy and rela-
tions with developing countries—and they
announced in a joint statement that they
had reached broad general agreements. The
most important achievement apparently was
an agreement to correct erratic fluctuations
in monetary exchange rates through more
active buying and selling of currencies by
national banks. [Page 1, Column 1.1

The Italian and French Communist par-
ties, the largest in Western Europe, agreed
in an unusual joint statement that the way
to power was through their countries’ demo-
cratic systems. The document, developed
after months of negotiations and finally ap-
proved by the party leaders at a meeting in
Rome over the weekend, reflected the grow-
.ing insistence by Western Communist par-
ties on independence from Moscow. The
statement, it was said, had not been cleared
with the Soviet Union, [1:2-4.1

National

The Supreme Court ruled that states may
not refuse unemployment benefits to women
during their last three months of pregnancy
and the six weeks following child birth on
the presumption that all such women are
unable to work. The Court, overturning a
Utah court ruling, said that the presump-
tion was often inaccurate and violated the
14th Amendment, [1:5-6.] .

A national organization of surgeons and
physicians’ lost a review motion in the
Supreme Court in its effort to block a na-
tionwide system of review that will monitor
the treatment that hospitals and doctors
give to Medicare and Medicaid patients. The
Court denied the organization’s request for
a review and instead affirmed without com-
ment a lower Federal court’s ruling that up-
held as constitutional the legislation for the
review system. [1:4.]

Eldridge Cleaver, a former leader of the

Black Panther Party and a fugitive from
justice said that he would give himself up

in New York on his refurn from seven years
of voluntary exile. He made the anounce-
ment in Paris at the office of one of his
lawyers, He faces charges of murder in a
shootout between Black Panthers and po-
licemen in Oakland, Calif., in 1968, [1:1.]

Metropolitan

President Ford is leaning toward a pro-
gram of shori-term Federal assistance to
New York City that would include $2.5 bil-
lion in loan guarantees for a three-year
period, White House sources said. Most of
Mr. Ford’s economic advisers have recom-
mended that he support loan guarantees of
this amount and duration. Reportedly, $1.1
billion would be earmarked for the current
fiscal year, with an additional $1.2 billion
to be made available after next June 30. Mr.
Ford was expected to announce his decision
within 48 hours. [1:7-8.]

The Democratic majority in the State
Assembly, to the consternation of the leader-
ship and the Governor’s office, apparently
balked at the prospect of imposing $200
million in tax increases on New York City,
one of President Ford’s prerequisites for
approving Federal loan guarantees for the

' city. Last Friday, Deputy Mayor Stanley M.

Friedman briefed the Assembly Democratic
conference in Albany and said that the city
had no immediate use in mind for the $200
million because its three-year fiscal plan had
not contemplated any new taxes. “Why
should we pass taxes when they don’t even
need the money?,” a senior ~Assemblyman
said, [1:8.]

Westchester County’s 1976 budget will
rise by 24.6 per cent, to $382 million, with
most of the increase due to higher welfare
costs. A declining number of middle- and
upper-middle-income taxpayers, an increas-
ing number of the aged and poor and con-
tinuing high levels of unemployment have
added to welfare costs, County Executive
Alfred B, DelBello said. The proposed budget
is $75.8 million higher than last year’s, and
$60 million of the increase is expected to be
absorbed by welfare costs. [1:7.]

The death of Maryjane Dahl, a 16-year-old
terminally ill Long Island girl, was a bedside
homicide committed by someone who dis-
connected her life-sustaining respirator at
Nassau Hospital on Nov. 2, the Nassau
County Medical Examiner said in a report
hased on an auotpsy. [1:6.1
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