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Premier Golda Meir of Israel announced
her resignation, bringing dewn her month-oid
coalition ‘Government and setting the stage
for new elections in the next several months.
Mrs. Meir said she had found it impossible
to continue because of deep divisions within
her Labor party over the issue -of assigning
responsibility for Israel’s military shortcom-
ings-at the beginning of the October war.
Mrs. Meir and her. Cabinet will operate on
a caretaker basis until a new Government is
formed in Israel. [1:8.]

Diplomats ahd Administration officials in
Washington said they expected the United
States to continue its efforts for an Israeli-
Syrian -disengagement agreement despite
Mrs. Meir's resignation. Though warning that
her resignation could cause problems, the
experts expressed confidence that a care-
taker government headed by Mrs. Meir would
be able to negotiate an accord. [10:4.]

The second-largest French labor union has
endorsed Frangois Mitterrand, the lone can-
didate of the political Left in the nation’s
presidential campaign. The unsolicited move
by the French Democratic Confederation of
Labor, which has never before endorsed a
leftist candidate for.the presidency, is a
major worry to- the Gaulist-led- Government
coalition. Since, the: lively, - 700,000-member
union is largely Roman n»ﬂro_:n the Gov-
ernment is afraid other a,ma;_onaq centrist
Catholics may be swayed by the endotse-
ment to vote for Mr. Mitterrand. 15:3-8.]-

Soviet trade with: capitalist nations rose
more than 40 per cent {ast year, according
to figures released by Moscow, which indi-
cated that for the first time the West ac-
counted for more than -a' quarter ‘of Soviet
international trade. By the Soviét accounting,
American trade more than. no:v_ma to $1.56-
billion in 1973. [1:7-81 =

_[National

“The Cortimigsioner of Internal Revenue E_m
asked for a grand jury Sqomﬁﬁmcou into a
.possible criminal- conspiracy-stemming from
President Nixon’s claim of a $576,000 tax
deduction for his Vice-Presidential papers,
according to well-placed sources. The sources
said that Donald C. Alexander had discussed
the matter with Leon Jaworski, the special
Watergate prosecutor, last week and given
him a list of former Presidential associates
to be investigated. [1:1.]

Republican Boacoa of Ea House Judici-

ary Committee warned the White House that-

the committee was virtually certain to issue

a subpoena today if there has been no con- -

cession to the committee’s long-standing re-
quest for certain White House documents

d recordings. [1:3-4.]

Former Attorney General John N. Mitcheil
testified in his own defense, swearing that
he never-tried to fix or impede a Federal
investigation in return for a contribution to

President Nixon’s re-election campaign. Ap--

pearing calm and self assured, Mr. Mitchell
directly refuted the testimony of four Gov-
ernment. witnesses, including John W. Dean
3d. Mr. Mitchell, who will continie .on the
stand when the trial resumes Monday after
a postponement, is ‘expected to be- followed

by his co-defendant, former Commerce Sec-

retary Maurice H. Stans. {1:5.]

Metropolitan

Governor Wilson has' indicated that the
state will not meet an April 15 Federal dead-
line to agree on 2 plan to clean up New York
City’s air, thus raising the vo%_g_;% that
the Federal Government will impose its own
plan on the state. In a letter to the head of
the Environmental Protection Agency, Mr.
Wilson said the state could not implement
Federal ‘air-quality standards for transporta-
tion in New York City before the Govern-
ment provided $200-million in aid for mass
transportation in New York and also took
a variety of other steps. [1:6.]

Printers at The New York Times staged

a 90-minute work-interruption, and The .

Times promptly obtained a court order
directing, the leaders of Typograhical Union
No. 6 to show cause why they should not
be held in contempt for holding the union
meeting during working hours. The start of
such meetings made it appear that the union
and the city’s three major daily newspapers
were approaching a showdown in their dis-
agreement ovér a new union contract. [1:1.1

The president of the Board of :Education
called on the School Chancellor to stamp out
cheating on the annual city-wide reading
tests by teachers and principals who seek to
make themselves look better by upgrading
their pupils’ scores. The request came as a
Brooklyn teacher told The New York Times
of a variety of ways teachers and adminis-
trators falsify the results of the tests, which
were given last week. [1:2-3.]
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