2] Apr 73 (©
' Gray ﬁ;‘;;?u/ﬂ‘ ting FBI
: Apr T3 directtor.

Nixon cancels scheduled me%ing with economic advisers,

leaves on short nm%%jf&é‘ 'Camp David, taking no staff
- SFC 28 Apr 73 ' members, ¥

B2 o™X

b4 9 o

Judge Matt Byrne (Pentag@n Papers trial) makes public memo
offered him in camera by prosecutor, David Nissen, which
Byrne had refused to accept under those conditions. Memo
is frem Silbert to,Petersen, dated 16 Apr 73, saying that
en 15 Apr 73 hadifiad received information that Hunt and
Liddy had burglarized office of Ellsberg's psychiatrist to
obtain files on Ellsberg. No explanation why memo was
not turned over to Byrne umtil 27 Apr. :

SFC 28 Apr 73 [LATinmes Sve]

Ehrlichman gives statement to FBI, demims says he had no
prior knowledge of burglary of Dr. Fielding's office.
NYT 14 Jun 73, p. 42 (no date)

Dean, "according to several reliablg scurces,“/told Nixon
20 Mar 73 that Haldeman and Ehrlichmsn totdxhé instructed
him after 17 Jun 72 never to discuss the bugging with Nixon
and that they would transmit anything he wanted to tell
®ixon. ,
. BPC [WXP, Wmwd Bernstein and Woodward] 27 Apr 73

/& Gray decides he must resign as acting director of FBI, % noon
informs assistant direetors of his decision, calls H-igby7
to tell him he is sending over letter of resignation; Higby
consults presidential party them in Missippippi, calls Gray
to tell him to send his letter to the White House. Anee. F
WXP 7 Aug T3, Gray testimony ' '

Nixon flies to Meridian, Miss., to dedicate new military
installation, after ten-minute speech flies back to Washington;
Haldeman and Ehrlichman very publicly with him.

SFC 28 Apr 73, AP and UPI

et

* White House says Haldefnan and Ehrlichmen did not go with

Nixon, that he was accompanied only by military aide and
5S agents. - SFC 28 Apr T3. Amp- 4

&
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Bunt in 1971 discussed with Robert F. Bemnett (Robert .
Mullen Co.) the possibility of breaking into the safe of a
Las Vegas publisher in search of papers which might be
damaging to Sen. Muskie, ‘Bennett tells NYTimes. Date of
statement by Bennett to the Times is not given, but story
also refers to a sworn deposition by Bennett made "last
week," in connection with Democratic party damsge suit.
NYT 28 Apr 73, Ripley : ' ’

Hunt - NYTimes obtains text of one of the documents “in
Hunt's possession during the late summer of 1971 ... which
urported to be a State Department teletype message to-

L Henry Cabot] Lodge on Oct. 29, 1963," in the form of enm
instruction to Lodge that Diem should not be given political
asylum once he was deposed. ™It was not known whether the
document ... was authentic or not ... or whether it was
among the papers destroyed by Mr, Gray."

Source of the text is William G. Lambert, former
investigative reporter.for Life magazine. - Text of -
document is given in story. - ‘ R

"At ‘a news donference on Sept. 20, 1971, President Nixzon
said in answer to a question, * . . . I would remind all
concerned that the way we got into Vietnam was through
ovérthrowing Diem and -the complicity in the murder of
Diem . . . *  Mr. Nixon made the remark after the time
Mr. Lambert said he had first seen the ‘documents in
question.” = - L : R

NYT 28 Apr 73, Crewdson; WXP 28 Apr 73, Stern
‘See also entry, Gray, 26 Apr 73 :
Butterfield to be questioned by special prosecutor's
staff this evening, according to Petersen, speaking to
Nizon. - ' , - o
NIT 4 May 74, p. 22 - transeript of WH tape,
| " 27 Apr 75 (Nixon, Petersen,
Ziegler) a .
)

25th Amendment? ~ Nixon, speaking to Petersen today: *I
sometimes feel like I'd like to resign. = Let Agnew be
President for a while," ' ‘ coooomt
: NIT 4 Mzy 74, p. 22, col. 4 -:transcript of meeting
27 Apr 73 (Nixon, _ @
‘ - Petersen, Ziegler) :



27 Apr 73 @

Resignation - See entry, 25th Amendment?

Germany, 193%% - Fréom report on intv with Robert Payne, whose

book, "The Life and Death of Adolf Hitler," has just been

published: "Payne ... said high-level corruption, economic

disruption and the apathy of the masses to plitiecs were keys

to Hitler's rise to power in Germany. [Heﬁ said he sees

distinct signs of a similar drift in the United States.

'The Watergate situation is one of the indications. It is

absolutely frightening. The atmosphere here and now is very

much the atmosphere of Germany in 1933.'" AMe-R,C,
SFEx 27 Apr 73, Jerry Belcher b, E

Gray (FBI) - From story on reaction of rank and file at FBI
to news of Gray's resignation: "Generally, agents and
officials of the F.B.I. were angry at reports in the morning
papers that lir. Gray had destroyed documents taken from a
figure in the Watergate case, then they were relieved by the
news at midday of his resignation. .... On the day of his
departure, it was hard to find anyone with a charitable word
for Mr. Gray. .... One of the chief charges made against
Mr. Gray in the bureau during his year's tenure as Acting
Director was that he was more concerned with his personal and
political advancement than with the efficiency and morale of
the agency."

NYT 28 Apr 73, Warren Weaver

Nixon Administration, comparison with Nazi Germany - See
entry, Germany, 1933.



(27 Apr 73) AMP

(%)- WXP says Nixon was accompanied to Camp David by Rose Mary
oods and speech writer, Raymond K. Price. "Others -
including the men who were about to make their exit - visited
briefly."

WXP 1 May 73, William Greider — filed Nixon

CE)— "Whether consciously or otherwise, President Nixon has
given the country a kind of slow-motion dress rehearsal of
how political authoritarianism would begin to consolidate
its poweri..... "

NYT 1 May 73, William V. Shannon - filed Prep

©- "The White House staff has functioned in a single-minded
pursuit of centralized power. .... It is a sordid record -
and a menacing one, for runming through it is the
authoritarian mind. What begins with that spirit in
politics ... goes on to police agents terrorizing innocent
families in some small town in Illinois. (The town
mentioned is AZtomexExdc * See NYT 6 Mar 74, filed Prep;
earlier clippings also in that file.) *Collinsville, I1l (?)
NYT 3 May 73, Anthony Lewis - £it=d

(@)— "But one of Washington's most experienced German
correspondents was not surprised. *It's the climate in the
White House that has produced all this,' he commmented in
retrospect. 'It's a certain kind of morality that we
Germans are afraid of . . . because it reminds us of
something."

WXP 7 May 73, Barbara Bright

(B - See also column by Tom Wicker, "Gooks, Slopes and Vermin,"
NYT 4 May 73, Tom Wicker

(- "One of the chief charges made against Mr. Gray in the
bureau during his year's tenure as Acting Director was that
he was more concerned with his personal and political
advancement than with the efficiency and morale of the
agency." (From story on ¥Baction within the FBI to Gray's
NYT 28 Apr 73, Warren Weaver, resignation.)
filed FBI-II



