State Department


3/30/64
Washington - ... Under the State Department's interpretation, Oswald technically did not renounce his U.S. citizenship since he failed to sign the document in the presence of the consular officer, as required by the 1952 Immigration Act.

However, the records clearly show that Oswald intended to give up his citizenship.  He handed his affidavit to a Central Intelligence employee who was masquerading as a State Department political officer in the Embassy.  Allen-Scott Report, San Rafael Independent-journal
6/13/64
Scheduled to testify this week [before the commission] were several State Department officials, including, ... perhaps most interestingly, Frances Knight, director of the passport division.  It was Miss Knight's office that issued with unusual haste a passport to Oswald for a visit to Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union last June - a year after he returned to this country following his defection to the Soviet Union.  This is a prime reason why some persons are convinced that Oswald was connected with either the State Department or the Central Intelligence Agency.  Why else, it is asked, would a person of his doubtful security reputation be granted a passport?  National Guardian
3/2/64
Michael Goleniewski case.

9/28/64
Washington – State Department officials, answering Warren Report criticism of failure to post lookout cards on Oswald's file, said they now have a special watch list system on defectors.

In their testimony ... department officials indicated clerical slipups had caused the shortcomings in Oswald's file.  San Francisco Examiner, AP
9/28/64
Washington - Warren Report criticizes State Department for facilitating Oswald's return from Russia, although making clear State Department followed the law throughout.

"The report disclosed that at one point the State Department, wanting the troublesome Oswald out of the Soviet Union 'as soon as possible' successfully urged the Immigration and Naturalization Service to drop its opposition to a U.S. entry visa for Oswald's Russian Wife."

Criticized State Department also for failure to post lookout cards in Oswald's file. San Francisco News Call Bulletin, AP
10/1/64
State Department revises procedures in defector cases after review of Oswald case and Warren Report criticisms.  New York Times, Max Frankel

10/4/64
Washington -- State Department angry as J. Edgar Hoover’s contention that it had concluded Oswald was "a thoroughly safe risk." State Department officials said they could find no reports or documents to support that statement by the FBI chief.

"A widespread view in official Washington yesterday was that Hoover authorized advance disclosure of his testimony before the Warren Commission to try to offset [Warren Report] criticism of the FBI.”  San Francisco Chronicle [unattributed]

10/10/64
In response to criticism of the FBI for failure to report the whereabouts of Lee Oswald to the Secret Service, the FBI leaked to the press excerpts of Hoover's testimony before the Warren Commission, which will be officially released later.

Hoover .. said that the FBI did not act on Oswald because of "a report from the State Department that indicated this man was a thoroughly safe risk."  The State Department denied such a document existed.  Critics of the Warren Report were quick to ask why the department went so far as to consider Oswald "a thoroughly safe risk."  They asked further whether the FBI usually accepts the State Department's word on security risks - especially on defectors - or whether there were other reasons why the agency gave such weight to this particular estimate.  Was Oswald "thoroughly safe" because, as critics speculate, he was on the government's payroll?  National Guardian
11/64
ACLU has challenged a State Department curtailment of the "right to travel" as wholly outside its statutory authority to issue passports.  ACLU News
12/26-30/64
About arms smuggling to Haiti, allegedly backed by CIA, and State Department request, to law enforcement officials to drop prosecution of smugglers.  Denials all round, but much circumstantial detail. New York and Washington stories from AP, Herald Tribune and New York Times
5/65
... One wonders why the United States Department of State gave a "repatriation loan" ... to Oswald and his wife.  This is especially astonishing because section 423.2-1 (c) of the State Department's regulations provides that such loans may be granted only to destitute United States nationals "whose loyalty to the United States Government is beyond question or to whom the provisions of Section 423.i-2 (b) apply." Section 423.1-2 (b) provides that loans to destitute nationals are only authorized when "the United States national is in or the cause of a situation which is damaging to the prestige of the United States Government or which constitutes a compelling reason for extending assistance to effect his return."

According to the Report, "the Department decided that the provisions of section (b) were applicable to Oswald because his 'unstable character and prior criticism of the United States' would make his continued presence in the Soviet Union damaging to the prestige of the United States." New York University Law Review, Did Oswald Act Without Help?, J. M. van Bemmelen, p. 472
10/25/65
Washington -- Commonly known that FBI has agents serving in various foreign countries as embassy legal attaches.  AP

3/6/66
Washington - Abba Schwartz, the State Department's administrator of security and consular affairs, says he has submitted his resignation after learning on return from a trip abroad that his job is being reorganized out of existence.  New York Times [3/7], AP rewrite, [3/7]
3/8/66
Washington - Not clear why Schwartz not told of reorganization which eliminated his job.

Schwartz had favored liberalized travel to China, etc.

Senator Edward M. Kennedy, chairman of Senate subcommittee concerned with refugee problems, said he considering holding hearing on the question.  New York Times, LBJ accepts Schwartz resignation
3/9/66
Washington- LBJ described as seriously concerned about possible political repercussions of the action that forced Schwartz out of State Department.

Assorted unfavorable comment reported.  New York Times

3/9/66
Washington -- Senator Robert F. Kennedy calls for thorough examination by Congress of any reorganization plan abolishing State Department's bureau of security and consular affairs.  Said Schwartz's resignation raises serious questions.  AP

3/10/66
Washington– Representative Henry Reuss, D-WI, calls for broad, deep and thorough House investigation of circumstances surrounding Schwartz resignation.

Probe also called for by Joseph L. Rauh, vice chairman of ADA, which issued statement:

“It appears from the events of the last few days that the loyal McCarthy underground in the State Department has triumphed over those who are administering liberal immigration policies enacted by Congress and right-to -travel procedures required by Supreme Court decisions."  New York Times, Richard Eder

3/11/66
Washington - White House says liberal travel policies will continue, stung by reaction to Schwartz resignation.

First apparent mention of Schwartz feud with Frances G. Knight, director of the passport office and nominally Schwartz's subordinate.  New York Times

3/23/66
Washington - Frances Knight rebuked for cabling embassies abroad to keep eye on U.S. travelers.  [Hughes case one in question]  New York Times
3/24/66
Washington - Senator Edward Kennedy demands State Department explanation of surveillance of American citizens traveling abroad.

3/25/66
Washington -- State Department henceforth to decide case by case whether to honor FBI requests for embassy reports on U.S. travelers abroad.

Frances Knight's approval of requests no longer sufficient.  New York Times

3/25/66
Washington - Senate Internal Security Subcommittee release on State Department security disclosed details of Schwartz-Knight feud.

Quotes Rusk as saying Miss Knight had "done a brilliant job" but "there has been too much of a tendency on the part of the passport office to operate as an independent agency."  AP, Endre Marton
3/26/66
Washington - Secretary of State Dean Rusk says he personally investigating the reporting by U.S. embassies on activities of Americans abroad.

Frances Knight says action on request of FBI for such information been routine for 30 years.  New York Times

3/31/66
New York Times editorial on freedom to travel and the Schwartz-Knight feud.

4/3/66
Washington – in violation of instructions by her State Department superiors, passport director Frances Knight has ordered a direct "scrambler" telephone to the Central Intelligence Agency installed in her offices.

... It was also learned that Miss Knight has on her staff at least three persons in "intimate" contact with the CIA -- if not directly in that agency's employ.

... Three years ago ... Miss Knight was ordered to end her direct connections with the CIA -- and especially to remove a private CIA line she had them …

…  A private security phone to the CIA gives the passport office the potential of getting and giving out security information on various matters without the knowledge of the Secretary of State or his undersecretaries.  These matters could include -- as they have in recent years -- the granting of special passports to... CIA agents and other agents of other intelligence agencies. New York Herald Tribune, Barnard I. Collier
4/5/66
Washington - Rusk removes from Frances Knight's passport division the job of relaying FBI requests for information on Americans traveling abroad.

Job assigned to intelligence division "because that is the department's office supposed to deal with other investigative agencies of the U.S. government."  AP
4/6/66
Washington – Agreement between State and Justice departments that FBI requests for reports from U.S. embassies on American travelers abroad should no longer be handled routinely by Miss Frances G. Knight, head of the passport office, for routine transmission to embassies, but by the Bureau of Intelligence and Research.  New York Times, E. W. Kenworthy

4/11/66
Washington - Release of further testimony before Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, arguments over whether known communists should be denied passports.

Brought out that Frances Might believed that if she personally believed a person to be a Communist that was enough to justify denying him a passport whether or not this denial could b e sustained in open hearing.  AP

4/27/66
Washington - Senator Stephen Young, D-OH, calls for resignation of Frances Knight, saying her tactics are "reminiscent ... of witch hunting" and that she has "injected her particular political philosophy in the operation of the passport office" and had "become unfit for the important position she holds."  AP

6/66
Account of the Abba Schwartz case, tracing the Bureau of Security and Consular Affairs from its establishment during the McCarthy era through the Schwartz-Knight feud, Schwartz's resignation and Frances Knight's handling of intelligence agency requests for information on Americans traveling abroad.  Harpers Magazine, Clayton Fritchey

8/4/66
Drew Pearson quotes in full letter from Frances Knight to J. Edgar Hoover expressing fear that Rusk may be about to put an end to embassies getting information on Americans abroad at FBI request.  Dated 3/21/66.

Asks to see J. Edgar Hoover personally because of "extreme urgency of the situation and "I do not wish to commit too many details to paper, for reasons that will be obvious to you."  San Francisco Chronicle

10/66
Oswald's relationship with the State Department; full account of irregularities in handling of his passports, etc. ["undeviating and uninterrupted record of clerical errors and administrative options which operated invariably for the benefit of the undeserving Oswald"]; suggestion that Oswald was involved with some government agency.

... But the Commission let the matter rest.  An FBI content with the "clean bill" purportedly given Oswald by the embassy, a Passport Office prepared to accept Oswald's verbal assurance that he had not given away classified data as he threatened to do, a State Department and CIA ready to believe that the Russians were not even interested in Oswald's radar secrets - those are not the familiar agencies we know and love [or loathe, according to one's inclinations].  Allen Dulles, former head of the CIA, and the other government-seasoned members of the Commission, must have known better.

Nevertheless, the Commission as a body managed to swallow and digest a gargantuan serving of clerical error, persistent coincidence, and perverse official solicitude for a man who seemingly had forfeited all claim to protection from his government.  The Commission concluded that the cuisine was delicious, and nourishing too.  The Minority of One, Oswald and the State Department, Sylvia Meagher

10/66
… What rubbish!  The burden of evidence in fact lends considerable credence to Marguerite Oswald's consistent thesis – that her son had gone to the Soviet Union on clandestine assignment by his own government.  She made that suggestion, it should be remembered, in 1/61 [CE2681] – almost three years before the assassination of President Kennedy at the hands of unknown murderers.  The record of Oswald' a relations with the State Department and other federal agencies, particularly the FBI, despite many blanks and missing links, goes a long distance toward vindicating the intuition and inferences of Oswald's mother. ... .  The Minority of One, Oswald and the State Department, Sylvia Meagher, pp. 22-27
10/22/66
Material on Otto F. Otepka, 10/22/66 ff.

[See Computers and Automation, The Central Intelligence Agency and the New York Times, Samuel F. Thurston, 7/71]

12/1/66
San Antonio - Marguerite interview with WOAI radio-TV.  Says she believes her son was sent to Russia in 1960 as a spy.  Said he was processed for a dire need discharge from the Marines at the same time his passport application was being processed, said this proves "that my son went to Russia with the full knowledge of the Marine Corps and my government."  AP cw

3/6-8/67
Oswald's Trail in the State Department, in the Soviet Union.  San Francisco Examiner, Henry J. Taylor

3/18/67
New Haven, CT - Senator Wayne Morse, D-OR, said today he doubted that the late President John F. Kennedy would have escalated the Vietnam war.

Morse told an audience at the Yale Law School that he based his opinion on a conference he had with Kennedy 10 days before he was assassinated ...

Morse said that during an informal chat on the White House lawn the President said he had undertaken "an intensive study" of the Vietnam situation. ... [Morse said] Kennedy feared that the "CIA and the State Department were sucking him into another Bay of Pigs invasion" in the pursuit of victory in Vietnam.

"The President was on his way, at least, to a re-evaluation of his policy," Morse said.  AP 901 pcs

3/25/67
Washington -- It normally takes about a week to receive a new passport during the tourist season.  But if you have a real emergency, you can get one in as little- as 15 minutes.

Emergencies: relatives going to Vietnam to visit wounded, cases stemming from sudden illness, injury or death, arrest, eloping daughters and other happenings.

Emergencies after regular office hours handled by watch officers who can be reached by telephone around the clock.  AP A23, Gulick

4/1/67
Editorial on "growing evidence that the President's policy is being negated or contradicted within the Government itself."

[Public opinion] is discovering that the government itself is not of a piece on vital questions in foreign affairs and that sectors of the government can move in direct contradiction to the President.  Saturday Review, Norman Cousins

4/5/67
U.S. Still Financing Communist Travelers.  Column concerns Boris Klosson, in charge of cultural exchange program, and whose column identified as the U.S. embassy official in Moscow who cleared the way for Oswald and Marina to return to the U.S. in 1961.  Warren Commission testimony has FBI officials stating that the clean bill of health given Oswald was based on reports by Klosson.  He not called as witness by Warren Commission. Oakland Tribune, Allen & Scott column

3/27/68
As late as 6/63, the CIA was sponsoring the training of several five-man guerrilla warfare units in St. Tammany Parish near Lacombe, LA.  This was done under the auspices of the State Department and the US Marine Corps.  [David] Ferrie was the Commander in charge of training many of these units.  Their ultimate goal was to launch, in unison with Cuban exiles, a second Bay of Pigs invasion.  San Francisco College Daily Gater, Robert Simon, [Bob Hyatt]













