Oswald, 1965


3/65
... Ochus V. Campbell, vice-president of the Texas School Book Depository Building ... was watching when President Kennedy was killed.  We know he ran toward the grassy knoll afterward.  The Dallas Times Herald, 11/22/63 quotes him as saying he raced back into the building and saw Oswald in a small storage mom on the ground floor.  But he prepared no affidavit, gave no deposition, and was never interrogated by the Commission as far as the record shows.  ... The Minority of One, Fifty-one Witnesses: The Grassy Knoll, Harold Feldman, p. 16

3/65
Detailed account of how CBS videotape of Oswald "press conference" was cut to eliminate his "I'm a patsy" remark.  Based on three separate viewings.  Says Ruby was present when Oswald said it.

Supported by letter from Sylvia Meagher in 5/65 issue which quotes from Seth Kantor's notes: "7:55 'I'm just a patsy.'"  The Minority of One, letter to the editor, Lillian Castellano, Hollywood, CA, p. 30

3/65
Letter to the editor, Lillian Castellano says believes “I am a pastsy” censored out of Warren Report’s version of Oswald interview in Dallas police station. The Minority of One, p. 30

5/65
Letter from Sylvia Meagher, cites Seth Kantor’s notebook [Kantor Exhibit No. 3] quoting patsy remark. The Minority of One
5/65
For forty hours all news media published the incriminating facts linking Oswald to both Deaths.  But the suspect made no confession, no significant admissions – instead, Oswald asked for an attorney.  Far from displaying the symptoms of a lunatic, the suspect appeared rational.  Rather than affecting the posture of a martyr for some benighted cause, he insisted upon the “due process” of the government he had just shaken.  New York University Law Review, Paul L. Freese, p. 425

5/65
With Oswald dead, the Commission did not have to be concerned about interference with the rights of an accused.  Moreover, the death of Oswald allowed resort to evidence which otherwise would have been challenged under other protective evidentiary rules and privileges.

[Footnote cites Alfredda Scobey, American Bar Association Journal, 1/65, with the comment: "This article summarizes many of the evidentiary problems which, because of Oswald's death, the Commission could circumvent."] New York University Law Review, Paul L. Freese, p. 427

5/65
The selection of the particular motorcade route which would take it past the Depository Building was indicated as early as 11/15 or 11/16, but was not definitely selected until 11/18 ...

.... If Oswald's employment was unrelated to the assassination and if he were the only assassin involved, then the conspiratorial relationship, if one in fact existed, would have been formulated during the few days when it was known that Oswald could be available as an assassin because of his position of opportunity in the Depository building.  The investigation would then have centered upon his activities, contacts and relationships to other people throughout the period of the week preceding the assassination.  The other evidence concerning his activities might then provide leads or clues to agencies or groups whose activities during the same period should have been placed under close scrutiny.

Lord Devlin ... has already noted the apparent failure to place Oswald's activities during this week under special scrutiny.

Footnote: On the other hand such a hypothesis was developed by the Commission with respect to the conspiratorial relationship of Ruby.  The Commission claims it tried "to reconstruct as precisely as possible the movements of Jack Ruby during the period 11/21-11/24/63 ... on the premise that, if Jack Ruby were involved in a conspiracy, his activities and associations during this period, would, in some way, have reflected the conspiratorial relationship."  …

p. 438 - It should be noted that Oswald's trip to [Mexico] in September, following the announcement of the Presidential visit, did receive extensive attention by the investigative agencies in order to determine whether his contacts in that area were related to a conspiracy. ."] New York University Law Review, Paul L. Freese, p. 437

5/65
Author's conclusion is that there was no conspiracy, particularly between Oswald and Ruby.  Discussion of article by Rothstein [Presidential Assassination Syndrome]: "there are many striking similarities between Oswald's life history and the histories of several patients in the medical Center for Federal Prisoners in Springfield, MO, who were detained there because they had threatened to murder the [a?] President."  Discussion of book by Hans Babe [Der Tod in Texas: Eine amerikanische Tragedie, 1964] and firm disagreement with Habe's view that there was a conspiracy.

... Every criminologist knows that killing is contagious.  It is quite possible that the assassination of the President by Oswald in turn induced Ruby to murder Oswald, without there being any previous link between these psychologically unstable men.

.... The overwhelming evidence gathered by the Commission leads to only one reasonable conclusion - that Lee Harvey Oswald was a psychologically disturbed individual who acted alone, without help from any group or nation. New York University Law Review, Did Lee Harvey Oswald act without help?, J. M. van Bemmelen, p. 466

5/65
... One wonders why the United States Department of State gave a "repatriation loan" ... to Oswald and his wife.  This is especially astonishing because section 423.2 -l (c) of the State Department's regulations provides that such loans may be granted only to destitute United States nationals "whose loyalty to the United States Government is beyond question or to whom the provisions of Section 423.1-2 (b) apply."  Section 423.1-2 (b) provides that loans to destitute nationals are only authorized when "the United States national is in or the cause of a situation which is damaging to the prestige of the United States Government or which constitutes a, compelling reason for extending assistance to effect his return."

According to the Report, "the Department decided that the provisions of section (b) were applicable to Oswald because his 'unstable character and prior criticism of the United States' would make his continued presence in the Soviet Union damaging to the prestige of the United States." New York University Law Review, Did Lee Harvey Oswald act without help?, J. M. van Bemmelen, p. 472

5/65
Footnote: An example of how ... rumors started and grew is given by the Warren Commission: "While attempting to enter the Carousel Club ... shortly after Oswald was shot, [an entertainer named] Crowe encountered two news media representatives who were gathering information on Jack Ruby.  At that time, Crowe, who included a memory act in his repertoire, mentioned the 'possibility' that he had seen Oswald at the Carousel Club.  As a result he was asked to appear on television.  In Crowe's own words, the story 'started snowballing.'  He testified: They built up the memory thing and they built up the bit of having seen Oswald there, and I never stated definitely, positively, and they said that I did, and all in all, what they had in the paper was hardly even close to what I told them."

[Crowe testified 6/2/64.]

[See 11/24/63, AP 924 pcs]

5/65
Oswald's treatment by the law was the biggest scandal in the history of American justice. …  Playboy, Interview with Melvin Belli

Lists particulars.

5/65
Quotation from Warren Report, denial by Bill Crow [Bill Demar] that he had seen Oswald at Carousel.  Crowe testified 6/2/64.

[See New York University Law Review, p. 477, 5/65] 

6/5/65
Story on Rep. Ford’s book, Portrait of the Assassin due for release 6/14.  Says book speculates whether Oswald driven to desperation by Marina’s nagging.  New York Times
11/14/65
Anonymous caller cites in detail “patsy” remark, how it still exists on CBS tape of interview.  KCBS, San Francisco, Joe Dolan call-in show.

11/22/65
The writer takes the eight charges against Oswald, shows that four are irrelevant if not dubious in their own right, and demolishes the other four with the Report's own evidence. The New Leader, The Warren Commission's Case Against Oswald, Leo Sauvage, p. 16

12/29/65
Marguerite asks Navy to change Oswald's marine discharge to honorable.  AP 716pes Washington

12/30/65
Navy turns petition over to civilian review board.  San Francisco Chronicle, Drew Pearson

undated
Navy board rejects petition, grounds no new evidence presented.  San Francisco Chronicle 

